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T 3) | «by 
REASONS againſt the Repealing the 4#s 


of Parliament concerning the Teſt, humbly 
offered to the Conſideration of the Members 
- of both Houſes, at their next Meeting. 


of Popery gave the Birth £o the two Laws 

for the tw1 Teſts, the one. with relation 
ro a1 publich Emplaments in 73. and the other 
with relation ro the Coaſtiration of vur Parlia- 
ments for the future in 98. the preſent time and 
conjeRure does not feem fo proper for repeal- 
ing them 5 unleſs ir can be imagined, thar rhe 
Danger of Popery s now ſo much leſs than ir 


I. F the juſt Apprehenſions of the Danger 


was formerly, that we need be no- more oe our 
guard againſt it. - We had 4 King, when theſe 
Laws were ena, who as he declared him- 
ſelf to be of the Church of England, by recei- 
—— Sacrament four rimes a year i it, fo 
i his Speeches co his Parliaments, and in all 
lus Declarations ro his Subjects, he repeared 

ligion { carry woke in - Oe 
Religion {o ſolemnly s tharife 
faying of a-thing often gives juſt reaſon to be- 
reaſon &s ever People 
had to depend upon him : and yet for all thar, 
ic was thought neceflary to forgific thoſe Allu- 
rances with Laws: and it is nor cafie to imagin, 
why we ſhonld throw away thoſe,when we have 
4 Prince that is not only of another Religion 
kumſelf, bur that has expreffed fo much ſtcadi- 
nels ja it, and ſo much zeal for ir, that one 
would think we ſhould rather now ſeek a fur- 
ther ſecuriry, than throw away that which we 
already have. 

_ IL "Our King has given ſuch Teſtimonies of 
his Zeal for his Religion, char we ſee among all 
his acher Royal: Qualicies, rhere is none for 
which he deſires and deſerves to be ſo much 
admired. Since even the pafſion of Glory, of 
making himſeif the rerrour of all Exrope, and 
the Arbiter of Chriftexd1m (which as it is naru- 
ral to all Princ:s, ſo muſt jt be moſt particular- 


ly fo ro one of his Martial c Temper } 
yields ro his Zeal for bis Ch and thar he, 
4n whom we might have ho fee our Ed- 
ward the Third; or our XHewy the Fitth reviv'd, 
chooſes rather to merit the hcighening his de- 
gree of Glory in another World, than ro Acquire 
all rhe Lawrels and Congueſts chat chis low anJ 
vile World can give him ; and char, inſtead of 
making himſelfa rerrour to all his Neighbours, 
he is contented with the humble Glory of being 
a terrour to his own” People ; ſo char inſtead of 
the.great Figure which chis Reign might make in 
= World, all = News — on is _—_ 
y. concerning the - practiſes on ſome 
Mercenaries, Theſe things ſhew, That His Ma- 
jxeſty is of —_ with his Religion, that this 
cannor ſufter us ro think, that there is at pre- 
ſenc no danger from Popery, 

TIT. Ir does not appear by what we ſee, ci- 
ther abroad or at hoe, thay Popery has ſo 
changed irs nature, that we have leis reaſon to 
be afraid of ic at _ than we had informer 
time, It might be thought j11 nacure to go ſo 
far back, as to the Councils of rhe Lateran, thar 
decreed the Extirpation of Hereticks, with ſevere 
Sanctions on thoſe Princes that failed in their 
Duty, of being the of the Inquiſitors 3 
or to the Council of Cenſtance, that 
thar Princes were not bound to beep their Faith to 
Heveticks ;, tho it muſt be acknowledged, that 
we have extraordinary Memories if we can for» 
ger ſuch rhings, and more extraordinary Un- 
derſtandings it we do not make ſome inferences 
from them, I will not ſtand upon ſuch incon- 
ſiderable Trifles as the Gunpowder-Plor, or 
the Maſlacrgof Ireland; but will take the li- 
berty to retleR a licrle on what that Church has 
done ſince rhoſe Laws were made, to give us 

A 2 kinder 
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France ; and 
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kinder and ſofter thoughts of them, and ro make 
us the leſs apprehenſive of them. We ſee be- 
fore our Eyes what they have done, and are 


Nill doing in France; and what feeble things 


Edifts, Coronation O«ths, Laws and Promiſes, 
repeared over and over again, proved ro be, 


where that Religion prevails z and Loews le Grand 


makes not ſo comemprible a Figure in thar 
Church, or in our Court, as to make us think 
that his example may nor be propoſed as a Pat- 
tern, as well as Aid may be offered for an en- 
couragementgihyt the fame things in England, 
that he is ng with ſo much Applauſe in 
y be perhaps the rather deſ+- 
red from hence to pur him a lictle in counte- 
nance, when ſo great a King as ours is wilung 
ro forget himſelt ſo far as to copy after him, 
and to depend upon him : fo that as the Do- 
Grine and Principles of that Church muſt be 
Nill the ſame in all Apes and Places, fince its 
chief prerenſion is, Thar it is Infallible, it is no 
unreaſonablc thing for us to be afraid of thoſe, 
who will be cafily induced to burn vs a little 
here, when th:y are told, that ſuch fervent Zeal 
will fave them a more laſting burring hereafcer, 


-and will perhaps quir all ſcores ſo entirely, that 


they may hope ſcarce to endure a Singeing in 
Purgatory for all their otheir Sins. 

IV. If the ſevereſt Order of the Church of 
Rome, that has breathed out nothing bur Fire 
and Blood fince irs firſt formation, and that 1s 
even decryed at Rome ir ſelf for its Violence, 1s 
in ſuch credit here ; I do nor ſee any induce- 
ment from thence to perſwade us to look on the 
Councils that are dire&ed by that Society, as 


_ ſuch harmleſs and inoffenſive things, that we 


need be no more on our guard againſt them. I 
know not why we may nor apprehend as much 
from Father Petre, as the Frexch have felt from 
Pere de la Chaiſe, ſince all the difference that 
is obſerved ro be between them, is, That the 
Engliſh Feſuite has much more Fire and Paſſion, 
and muck leſs Condu& and Judgment than the 
French has. And when Rome has expreſſed fo 
great a Jealouſie of the Intereſt thar that Order 
had in our Councils, that F. Morgan, who was 
thought ro influence our Ambaſſadowr,was order- 
ed to leave Rome, I do nor ſee why England 
ſtquld look ſo ramely on them. No reaſon can 


be _= why Card. Heward ſhould be ſhut out 
of all their-Councils, unleſs it be, that the No- 
bieneſs of his Birth, and the Genrlenefs of- his 
Temper, are too hard even for his Religion ard 
his Purple, to be , maſtered by chem. | And ir 
1s a Centradiction, that nothing bur'a Belief ca- 
pable of recewing Tranſubſtantiaticn can-recon- 
cile, to ſee Men pretend to obſerve Law, and 
yer to find ar the ſame time an Ambaſſadowr from 
England at Rome, when there are ſo many Laws 
in our Book of Statutes, never yer Repealed, 
that have declared over and over againall Com- 
meree with the Court and See of Rome to be 
High Treaſon. 

V. The late famous Judgment of our Judges, 
who knowing no other way to make theirNames 
immortal, have found an effeftual one to pre- 
ſerve them from being ever forgot, ſeems to 
call for another Method of Proceeding. The 
Prefidenr they have ſer muſt be Fatal cither ro 
them or us. For if Twelve Men, thar ger into 
Scarlet and Fvrs, have an Authority to diſſolve 
all' our Laws, the Engliſh Government 15 to be 
hereafter lookt at with as much Scoru, as it has 
hicherro drawn Admiration. That doubtful 
Words of Laws, made fo long ago, that the 
intention” of the Lawgivers 1s not certain! 
known, muſt be expounded by the Judges, is 
not to be queſtion'd : but to infer fron thence 
thar the plain Words of a Law fo lately made, 
and that was ſo vigorouſly afferted by the pre- 
fent Parlizment, may be made void by a Deci- 
fion of rheirs, after ſo ——_—_—_— upon them, 
is juſt as reaſonable a way of Arguing, as theirs 
is, who becauſe the Church of England acknow- 
ledges thar the Chsrch has a power- in Marters 
of Rites and Ceremonies, will from thence con- 
clude, That this power muſt go fo far, that 
tho Chriſt has ſaid of the Cup, Drinkye all of it, 
we muſt obey 
that we ſhall nor drink of it. Our Judges for 
the greater parr, were Men that had paſt e their 
L ives in ſo much Retirement, that from thence 
one might have hoped, that ' they hai ſtudied 
our Law well, fince- the - Bar had called them 
ſo ſeldom from their Studics ; and if praCtice 
is thought often hurtful ro Speculation, as that 
which diſorders and hurries the Judgmenr,they 


who had practiſed ſo.lictle in our Law, had no 
byaſs 


the Church when ſhe decrees - 


( 


Byaſs on their Underſtandings ; and if the habic 
of taking Money as a Lawyer 15 a dangerous 

reparation tor one that is to be an zncorrupt 
Jndge they ſhould have been jncorruptible, 

nce it is not thought, that the greater part of 
them got ever ſo much Money by their Pro- 
feſſion as pay'd for their Furs. Inſhort, we 
now ſee how they have merited their Preter- 
ment, and they may-yet expect a further Exal- 
tation when the Juſtice and the Laws of Eng- 
tznd come to'be in hands, that will be as care- 
ful to preſerve them, as they have been tode- 

roy them. But what an Infamy will it Jay 
vp the Name of an Engliſh Parliament, if in- 
ſtead of calling thoſe Berrayers of their Coun'ry 
ro an account, they ſhould go by an after-game 
ro confirm what theſe Fellows have done. 

VI. The late Conferences with ſo many Mem- 
bers of both Houſes, will give ſuch an ill-oatur'd 
piece of Jealouſy amnia them, that of all per- 
ſons living, that arethe moſt concerned to take 
care how they give their Yores, the World will 
believe, that Threatnings and promiſes had as 
large a ſhare in thoſe ſecres Converſations, as Rea- 
ſoning or Perſwaſfion : and it muſt be a more 
than ordinary degree of Zeal and. Courage in 
them, that muſt - rake off the Blot, of being 
ſent for, and ſpoke 20, on ſuch a ſubject and ſuch 
a manner. - The worthy Behaviour of the 
Members in the laft Seſſion, had made the Nation 
unwilling to remember the Errors committed 
in the firſt Ele#jon: and it is to be hoped, that 
they will not give any cauſe for the future ro 
call chat to mind. For if a Parliament,. that 
had fo many flaws in its firſt Conception, goes 
'to repeal Laws, that we are ſure were made 
by Legal-parlizments, it will put the Nation on 
an Enquiry that nothing but neceſſity will 
drive them to. For a Nation may be laid 
aſl:ep, and be a little cheated; but when it is 
awakned, and ſees its danger, ir will not look 
on and ſeea Rape made on 1ts Religion and Liber- 
ties, without examining from whence have theſe 
Men this Autbority > they will hardly find that 
it is of Men; and they will not believe that it is 
of God, Burt it is to be hoped, that there will 

-be no occaſion given for this angry queſtion 
which is mucheahier made than anſwered. 

VII. If all that were now asked in favour of 
popexy, were only ſome Gentleneſs towards tae 
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papiſts, there were ſome reafon to entertain the! 
Debate, When the Demand were a lirtle more” 
modett : if| Men were to be artainted of Treas . 
ſon, for being Reconciled to the Church of Rome 7 
or for Reconciling others to it; if Priefts were 
demanded to be hanged, for raking Orders 
the Church of Rome 3 and if the two ttirds of the 
papiſts Eflates were offered to be Levied,it were 
a very natural thing to ſee them uneaſie and: 
reſtleſs : but now the matter is more barfac'd ; 
they are nor contented to live at eaſe, arid enjoy 
their Eſtates, but they muſt carry all before 
them : and F. Petre cannot be at quiet, unlefs- 
he makesas great a Figure in our Court, as Pere 
de Is Chaiſe does at Verſailles. 

| ACeſlation of all Severities againſt them; 
is that to-which che Nation would more eafily- 
ſubmir; bur ir 13 their Behaviour that m 
create them the continuance of the like Com- 
paſſion in another Reign, If a reſtleſs anda 


, perſecuting Spirir were not inherent in that Ofdey 


that has now the Aſcendant, they would;have 

behaved [themſelves ſo. decently under* their 

preſent Advantages ; as to have made our D'«- 
vines, that have charged them ſo heavily, loo 

a little out of countenance: and this would: 
have wrought more on the good Nature of-the 

Nation, and the princely Nobleneſs of the Suceeſ- 

fs whom we have in view, than thoſe Arts - 
of Craft and Violence, to which we ſee their 

Tempers carry thenr even ſocarly, before it is 

yet time to ſhow themſelves. The Temper of 

the Engliſh Nation, the Heroical Vertues of 
thoſe whom we have in our Eyes, but aboye 

all, our moſt holy Religion, which inſtead of 

pagan, Cruelty, 1nſpires us with Chari- 

ty and Mercy, even tor Enemies, are. all ſuch 

things, as may take from the Gentlemen of 
that Religion all ſad apprehenfions, unleſs they 

raiſe a Storm againſt themſelves, and provoke 

the Fuftice of the Ngtion to ſuch a degree, 'that 

the Succeflors may find it neceflary to be Fuſt, 

even when their own LicHknations would rather 

carry them to ſhew Mercy, In ſhort, they need 

fear nothing but what they create to themlelyes: 

ſo that all rhis ſtir that they keep for their own 

Safety, looks too like the ſecuring to themſelves - 
Pardons for the Crimes that they intend to com-. 


mit. 
VUL I know it is objedted as no ſmall pre- 
judice- 


F -.4 bo 


of them. diſcovered a | 
gainſt His Majefty, and therefore iz is ill Man- 
” mers to ſpcak jor them. The frſt had perhaps 
”. gAatEyeart his being then Admiral. and the 


ular Malignity a- 


whs poſſibly levelled at him : though when that 


was diſcovered, -he was excepted out of it by a- 


ſpecial proviſo; And as for that which paſt in 
73, I hope ir is not- forgot, that it was enacted 
that Loyal Parliament, that hath fetled both 


the Church, and:thar had- given the King more 


” _ : Money than all the Perliements of ' Eng/zn4 had 
, - Eyer done in all former Times. A. Parliament 
that had indeed ſome Diſputes with the King 
-._  bue upon'the firſt ſtep that he made with re- 


lation to Religion or Safety, they ſhewed how 
ready they were to forger all was paſt : 
as" appeared by their Behaviour after the T77> 
ple Alliance, . And in 73. though 
great cauſe given them to diſlike the Purch War, 
eſpecially -the ſtrange beginning of -ir' upon 
- « » the Smirna Fleet : and the ſtopping the Exche- 
; quey,. the Declaration: for Toleration, and the 

. Writes for the Members of the Houſe, were Mat- 
. tersof hard: Digeſtion 5 yet no ſooner did the 
King give them this new affurance for theic 
Religroa then , - though they had very great 
: Reaſons given them to be jealous of the #4, 
s ©» fince the King was Engaged, they gave 
Im 1200000 pounds for carrying it on ; and 

: they thought they had no 1}1 Penniworths 
for their Money, when they carried home 
with them to their Countries rhis new Secu- 
Tity for their Religion, which we are now 
, dehired ro throw up, and which the Reve- 
. rend Judges have already thrown out as a Law 
"out of date. If this had carried in it any 


- new piece of Severity, their Complaints might Re! 


; be juſt; but chey are extream tender,if they are 
; ſouneaſie under a Law that only gives them 
Leifure and Op ities to liv: at Home. 
And the laſt Teſt, which was intended only 
- for ſhutting them out from a ſhare in the 
' Legiſlative Body, appears to be juſt , that 
:- one 1s rather amazed to find _ that it was 
, fo long a doing, than that it. wasdone at 

laſt ; and fince ic is done, it is great preſump- 
. i Won on our Underſtandings to think, that we 


ph 
2 (6 
” © Judice agninlt chefe Lows, that the very making. 
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ſhould be willing ts part with ic. If it was 
not' ſooner done, it was there «was not 
fuch cauſe given for Jealouſic ts work upon; 
but. what has app fince that time, and 


ta what his been Printed in his Ht pr Name, 


ſhews the World now;,that the jealouſies which 
occafion'd-thoſe Laws, were not fo 11] ground 
ed, as ſome well meaning Men perhaps thea 
believed them to be. But there art ſome times 


'in which all Mens Eyes come to be opened. 
 Prerogatie. of the Crown and the Rites of - 


IX, I am told, ſome think: it is very'inde- 


-cent to have a T<{t for our Parliaments, - in 


which the King's Religion is-accuſed of Ido- 
latry 3 but if this reaſon bd. in this p@ti- 
cular, it will beftl{'as good againſt ſeveral of 
the Articles of our Church, and many of the 
Homilies: If-the "Church and Religion of 
this Nation is ſo formed by Law, Tae the 
King's Religion is declared over and over ,a- 
gain to be Idolatrous, what help is there for 
it? It is no other, than it was when His Ma- 
jetty was Crowned, and Swore to Maintaia 
a ouhe agriey 6 ol goth 

none w wanting in a e 
Reſpett to his Sacred Perſon ; and as we ought 
ro be infinitely ſorry to find him engaged in a 
Religion which we muſt believe Idolatrous, ſo 
we are far from the ill manners of refleCting 
on his Perſon, or calling him an Idolater :- for 
as eyery Man that s a Lye,-is not for 
that to bc called a Lyar ; fo that tho' the or- 
dering the Intention, and the prejudice of a 
miſ-perfuafion are ſuch abatements, that we 
will not raſhly cake on us co call every Man of 
the'Church of Rome an Idolater ; yet on rhe 
other hand, we can never lay down our Charge 
againſt the Chureh of Rowe as guilty of Idola- 
ery, unleſs at the ſame time we part with our 

igion. 

.X. -Others (give us a ſtrange fort of Argu- 
ment, to perſwade us to part with” the Teſt ; 
they ſay. © The King muſt imploy his Popiſh 
© Subjects, for he can truſt -no other ; and he 
« is ſo affared of their Fidelity to him, rhat 
* we- need apprehend no Danger from ther. 
'This is an odd Method ro work on us, to let 
1n a fort of People to the Parliament and Go- 
vernment, ſince the King cannot truſt us, but 
w1ll. depend on them :- ſo that 'as {60n as this 


Law 
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Law is repealed, they muſt have all the In- 
ployments , have the whole Power 
of the Nation lodged in their hands ; this 
feems a little to groſs to impoſe, cven oa Iriſh- 
men. -TheKi many Years 
with, how much Acal both - the Clergy, and 
of the Genery appeared for his 1n- 


many... 
tereſts; and: if there is now a Melancholy 


Damp on their Spirits, , the King can diſſipate . 


it when he wil! ; and as the Church of England 


- is a Body that will neyer Rebel againſt him, 


ſo any Soll under which the late Admini- 
ſtration of irs has bronghre them, would 
ſoon vaniſh, if che King would be pleas'd to 


remember a-lirtle:what he has ſo often promi- . 


fed, not only im Publick bue in Private ; and 
would be contented with the Exerciſe of his 


own Religion, wichout imbroiling . his whole, 


.t rempts Engliſhme 


+ higheſt Senſe of Honour 


Afﬀairs, becauſe F. Pere will havye it (ot and4 
n to more than ordinary 
degrees of Rage, againſt & ſort of Men, wha 
x jeems,. can infuſe 1na Prince, born with the 
pollible, Proj ta 
which -wirhout coing ſome Vile eam pe 
own Royal Nature, he could not ſo- much as 
hearken to, if his Religion did not ſo fatall 

muffle him up in a blind Obedience. Bur if 
we arelo u y, that Prieſts can ſo diſguiſe 

Marters, 4s to miſ-lead a Prince, who withoug ' 
their ill Influences would be the moſt Glorious 
Monarch of all Europe, and would: ſoon re. 
duce the Grand Lov to- a much humbler Fi. 
gure, yet it isnot to be ſo much as imagined, 
that ever their Arts can be ſo unhappily ſucceſs 
ful, as to im on an Englith Pactianmns 
compoſed of Proteſtant Members, 


Some REFLECTIONS on His Majcſties Proclas 
mation of . the Twelfth of February, 1685. for a 
Tolcration in Scottand, together .with the faid Pro» - 


clamation. - 


I. HE Preamble of s Proclamation 
| 15 oft writ in haſt, and is the flou- 


riſh of ſome wanton Pen: but 


one of ſuch an Extraardinary nature as this 
is, wss probably more ſeverely Examined ; 
there is a new deſignation of his Majeſties Au- 
thoriry here ſer forth of his e. Power, 
which is fo often 'repeated, that ir deferves to 
be a little ſearched into. Prerogative . Royal 
and Soveraign Authority, are Terms already 
received and known ;. but for this Abſelue 
Power, as it is a new Term, ſo thoſe who 


haveeained it, may make it ſfignitie. what they. 


will. The | Roman Law ſpeaks of Princegs 
Leg thus folutns, and Abſolute 18 its natural fig- 
nication, importing. the being wirhout all 
Ties and Reſtraints ; then the crne meaning 
of this ſeems to be, that there 1s an Inherent 


Power in the King, which can neither be re- 


trained. by Laws, Promtiſes, nor Qaths ; for 


nothing eſs than the being free from all theſe; 


renders a Power Ablolute. 
IL 'If the former Term ſeemed to ſtretchy 


- our Allegiance, that which comes after ir, is 


et a ſtep of another nature, tho' one can 

y imagine what can go beyond Powert 
and it 1s in theſe Words, Which all our Subjefte 
are $0 obey without reſerve. And this is the car- 


Tying Obedience many fizes beyond whar the 


Grand Seigneur ever yer claimed: 'Forall 
Princes, even the moſt violent Pretenders ta 
aprons till —— ——— cime, 
ave t ir enough to obli ir-Subj 
- _ ro _ ow; _—_ bear _—— 
aever they thought good to-impoſe upon them 
bur till the Days of the Ds 2 
Dragoons, it was never” ſo much-as 
ed, rhat Subjefts were bound to 
Prince wizhout Reſerve, and to beof his Reli- 
gion, becaule he, would have ſo. Women 
[1 


their > 
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*the only Arguinent - that thoſe late 'Apoſtles 
_ uſe ot; » fo it is probable this quali- 
cation of the Dug of Subjects was pur in 
here, to prepare us for a terrible: le Roy le wet ; 
 and-in that caſe we are told here, that we 
anizltObey witho ut Reſerve 3 and when thoſe 
$evexe - Orders come 4 the Privy Council, 
and: all ſuch as execute this Proclamation 
"wilt be bound by this Declaration to ſhew 
themſelves more fotward than any others, to 
Obey without Reſerve: and thoſe poor pre- 
' zenſions of {Conſcience, Religion, Honour , 
and Reaſon, will be then reckoned as Reſerves 
upon their Obedience, which are all now 
ſhut our. 
” Ul. Theſe being the. grounds. upon. which 
this Proclamation 1s founded, we ought not 
only to conjder what conſequences are now 
drawn from them, but what may be drawn 
from them at any time hereafter; for 
If they are.of force, to juſtifie that which is 
inferred from them , it will be full as juſt to 


draw from the ſame premiſes an Abolition of, 


th: Proteſtant Religion, -of the Rights ot-rhe 
Subje&s, fot only co Church-Lands, bur to 
all Property whatſoever. Ina word, it Af- 
ſerts a Power to be in the King, to Command 
what he will, and an Obligation in the Sub- 
_ to Obey whatſoever he ſhali Com- 


IV. There is alſo mention made in the Pre- 
ambic of the Chriſtian Love and Charity, which 
His Majeſty would have eſtabliihed among 
Neighbours; but another daſh of Pen, tound- 
ed-on this Abſolute Power, may declare us all 
Hereticks ; and then in wonderful Charity to 
11s; we mult be told, - that we are either to 
Ob:y without Reſerve, or to be Burac 
withour Reſerve. We know the Charity of 
that Church preety well : It is indeed Ferveat 
and Burning : and if we have forgor what has 
beea done in former Ages, France, Savoy, and 
Hungary, have ſet before our Eyes very freth 
inſtances of the Charity of chat 'Religion, 
"While thoſe Examples are ſo green, it 1s a 
.bttle coo--impoſing on us, to talk to us of 
Chriſtian Love and Charity. No doubt His Ma- 
Jelly means ſincerely,and his Exatnels to all his 

romiſcs, chicfly to thoſe made ſince he came 


tothe Crown, well not ſuffer us to. think an 
unbecoming Thought of his Royal-Intentions ; 
but yer after all,cho' it ſeems by this Proclam.- 
tion, that we are bound to Obey without Reſerve, 
it is hardſhip upon bardſhip to be bound to 
Believe without Reſerve; 

- V.- There are a fort of people here Tole- 
rated, that will be hardly found out: and 
theſe are the Moderate Presbyterians: Now, as 
ſome (ay, thac there are very few of the People 
in Scotland that deſerves this Character, ſo it 
is hard to tell what it amounts to; and the cal- 
ling any of them Lmmoderate, « all their 
ſhare in this Grace. Moderation. is a quality 
that lyes in the mind, and how this will be 
found out, 1 cannot ſo readily If a 
Standard had been given of Opinions or Pra- 
Eices, then one could have known how this 


*mighe have been diſtinguiſhed ; bu as it lyes, 


it will not be cafie to make the Diſcriminati- 
on ; and the declaring them all Immoderate, 
ſhuts them out quite. l 
* VI. Another Foundation laid down for re- 
aling all-Laws made 1% the Papiſts, is, 
hat they were Eratted in King Fames the 
Sixth's Minority : with ſome harſh expreſſions, 
that are not to * infilted on, fince they ſhew 
more the heat of the Penher, than the Digni- 
ty of the Prince, in whoſe name they aregiven 
out 3; But all theſe Laws were ratifigd over 
and over again by King Fames, when he came 
to be of full Age : and they have received ma- 
ny Confirmations by King Charles the Firſt, 
and King Charles the ſceond, as well as by his 
preſent Majeſty, both when he repreſented his 
Brother in the Year 1681, and fiace he him- 
ſelf came ro the Crown : ſo that whatſoever 
may be ſaid concerning the firſt Formation of 
thoſe Laws, they have received now for the 
courſe of a whole hundred Years, that are lap- 
ſe; ſince King Fames was of full Aage, ſo ma- 
ny Confirmations, that if there 1s any thing 
certain in Human Government, we might de- 
pend upon them 3 but this new coyned Abſ0- 
lue Power muſt carry all before 1c. 

VII. It is alfo well known, that the whole 
Settlement of the Church-Lands and Tythes, 
with many other things, and more particular- 
ly the Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Reli- 

gion, 
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jon, -was Htikewiſe enafted in. King Fames's 
minoricy, as.well as thoſe Penal Laws: 
that thi Reaſon now made uſe of to annul the 
Penal Eus,will (ſerve full as well for another 
A& of this abſ»lute powey, that ſhall aboliſh all 
thoſe ; ard if Maximes that unhinge all the 
S:curicies of Humane Society, and all that is 
ſacred in Government, ought to be lookt on 
with the juſteſt and deepeſt prejudices poſſible, 
one is tempted to loſe the reſpe&t that is due 
ro every thing that carries a Royal Stamp up- 
on it, when he ſees ſuch grounds made uſe of, 
as milſt ſhake all Settlements whatſoever ; for 
if a preſcription of 120 Years, and Confirma- 
tions reiterated over and over again theſe 109 
Years paſt, do not purge ſome Defe&s in the 
firſt Formation of thoſe Laws, what can make 
us ſecure : but this looks fo like a Fetch of 
the French Prerogative Law, both in their 
proceſſes with Relation to the Edit of Nantes, 
and thoſe concerning Dependences at Mets, 


that this ſeems to be a Copy from that famous 


Original. 
VIIL Te were too much ill nature to look 


'into the Hiſtory of the laſt Age, to examine 


on What grounds thoſe 'CharaQters of pious 


'and bleſſed given to the Memory of Q. Mary 
are built, ; 
'the .charaRter of glorious given to it, ifthe 


t ſince K. Fame's Memory has 


Civility of the fair Sex makes one unwilling 


'to look into one, yet the other may be a little 


dwelt on. The peculiar Glory that belongs 


'to K. Fames's Memory , is, that he was a 
Prince of great Learning, and that he imploy- 
' edit chiefly in writing for his Religion : of the 


Volume in Folio in which we have his Works, 
two thirds are againſt the Church of Rome, one 
part of them is a Commentary on the Revyela- 


tion, proving thar the Pope1s Amichriſt; ano- 
' ther part of them belonged more naturally to 
* his Poſt Dignity ;. which 1s* the warning that 
" hegave toa]l che Princes and States of Exrope, 


aeainſt the Treaſonable and Bloody Do&trines 


" of the Papary. The firſt Att he did when he 
* came of Age, was" to ſwear in perſon with all 


his Family, and afterwards with all his people 


"of Scotland , a Covenant, containing an Enu- 
" meration of aJl the points of Popery, and a 


m3ſt ſolemn Renunciation of them , fome- 
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what like our Parliament Teſt : hisfirſt Speech 
to the Parliainent of England was Copious on 
this Subject : and he left 'a Legacy ofa Wiſh 
on ſuch of his Poſteriry as ſhould go over to 
that Religion, which in good maaners is fup+ 
preſſed, It is known, K, Fames was no Cote 
queror, and that he made 'more uſe of his Pen 
than his Sword : fo the Glory that is peculiar 
to his Memory mull f1!! chiefly on his Learned 
and Immorral Writings: and fince there is ſuch 
a Venerationgexpreſſed for him, it agrees not 
ill with this, to wiſh, that his Works were 
more ſtudied by thoſe who offer ſuch Incenſe 
to his Gloriows Memory. 

IX. His Majeſty affures his people of Scoe- 
land, upon a certain Knowledg and long Ex- 
perience, that the Catholicks, as they are 

Chriſtians, ſo they are likewiſe Duriful 
ubjefs: bur 'if we muſt believe both theſe 
equally, then we muſt conclude ſeverely againft 
their being good Chriſtians; for we are ſure 


_they can never be good SubjeRs, not __ 
He- 


a Heretical Prince it he does not extirpate | 
reticks ; for their beloved'Council of the Late- 
ran, that decreed Tranſubſtantiation has like- 
'wiſe decreed, that if a Prince does not extir- 
pate Hereticks out of his Dominions, rhe Po 
muſt depoſe him, and declare his Subjes 
ſolved from their All and give his Do- 
minions to another : {o that even His Majeſty, 
how much ſoever he may be a Zealous Catho- 
lick, yet cannot be aſſured of their fidelity to 
him, unleſs he has given them ſecret Afſuran- 
ces, that he is reſolved to exrirpare Hereticks 
out of his Dominions; and that all the Promi- 
"fes which he now makes totheſe wretches 
are no other way to be kept, than the Aﬀe- 
ranc@which the Great Lew gave to his 
teſtant Subje&s, of his obſe ſtill the E- 
dit of Nantes even after he reſolved. to 
break it, and alfo his laſt promiſe made in the 
Edi&t, that repealed the Edit of Nantes, by 
which he gave Affurances, 'that no Violence 
ſhould be uſed toany for their Religion, inthe 
very time that he was ordering all poſſible Vi- 
Glences to be put in execution againſt them. 
X. His Majeſty aſſures us, that on all Oc- 
caſions the Papiſts have ſhewed themſelves 
good ad faithful Subje&s to him and his Roy. 


in the-vercue of his Abſolute Power, 
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at Predecefſors; but how Abſolute ſoever the 
King's Power may be, ic ſeems his Knowledg of 
Hiſtory is not ſo Abſolute, but ic may be ca- 
pable of ſome improvement. It will be hard 
eo find out what Loyaky they ſhewed on: the 
Gunpowder-plot, or during the whole pro- 
gref of the Rebellion of Ireland ; if the King 

"ll either cake the words of King Zames of 
Glorious Memory, or ge the Firſt, rhat 
was indeed of pious and bleſſed Memory, rather 


than the penners of rhis ProclamRtion, it will - 


not be hard to find Occaſions where they were 
a lictle watiting in this cheir ſo much boaſted 
Loyaky : and we are ſure, chat by the Princi- 
ples of thar Religion, the- Ring can never be 
Mlured of the Fidelity of thoſe he calls his Ca- 
tholick Subje&s, bur by engaging to them ro 
make his Heretical SubjeQs Sacrifices ro their 


e 

X1. The King declares them capable of all 
the- Offices and Benefices which he ſhall think 
fir ro beſtow on rhem, and only reſtrains theme 
from invading the ProteſtantChurches by force : 
ſo that here-a Door is plainly opened for admir- 
ting them to the Exerciſe of their Religion in 
Proteſtant Churches, ſo they do not break into 


them by force 3 and whatſoever may be the 


eof the term Benefice in its ancient and 


firſt ſignificarion, now it ſtatids otily for Church 


erments 3 ſo that when any Churches, chit 
are at the Kings Gifr, fall vacant, here is a 


Plain intimiation, that they are to be provided 


to them 3 and then it is very probable, that all 


the Laws made againſt ſuch as go nor to their 


ariſh Churches, will be ſeverely rurned upon 
thoſe thar will not come to Maſs. 

XII. His Majeſty does in the next Pic, in 

nnul a 

great matiy Laws, as well thoſe chat Eſtabliſh- 

ed the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, as 

the late Teſt," enacted by himſelf in perſon, 


. while he repreſented his Brother ; upot which 


he gave as ge an Ellay. to the World of his 
Abſolure Juſtice in the Artainder of che late Earl 
of Argile, as he does now of his Abſolute Power 
in condemning the Teſt ir ſelf; he alſo repeals 
his own Confirmation of the Teſt, fince he 
came to the Crown, which he offered as the 
cleareſt Evidence that he conld give of his Re- 


ſUxtion ro maintain the Proteſtant Religion; 
and by which he gained ſo much upon thatPar+ 
liament, that he obcained every thing from 
chem that he deſired of them 3 rill he came to 
try them in the Matters of Religion. This 1s 
no..Extraordinary Evidence to alſure his pco- 
ple, that his promiſes will be like the Laws of 
the Medes and Perſians, which alter nor 3 nor 
will the diſgrace of the Commiſſioner that en- 
aged that Law, lay this matter wholly on him z 


for the Lerrer, that he brought, the Speech thar 


he made, and the Inftruftions which he gor, 
are all roo well known to be ſo ſoon forgotten : 
and if Princes will give rheir Subjects reaſon ro 
think, chac they forget their Promiſes, as ſoon 
as the turn is ſerved for which they were made, 
this will be roo prevailinga Tempraxion on the 
SubjeQs ro mind the Princes promiſe as little 
as it ſeems he himſelf doesz, and will force 
them to conclude, that the Truth of the Prince 
is not ſo Abſolute as ir ſcems he fancies his 
Fower to be. 

X[LI. Here is-not only a repealing of a rene 
many Laws, and eſtabliſhed Oaths and Teſts, 
bur by the Exerciſe of the Abſolute Power, a 
new Oath is impoſed, which was never pre- 
tended ro by the Crown in any former time, 
and as the Oath is created by this Abſolute Power, 
ſo ir ſeems the Abſolute Power muſt be ſupport - 
ed by this Oath: fince one branch of ir, is an 
Obligation ro Maintain His Majeſty and His 
Lawful Succefſors, in the Exerciſe of this their 
Abſolute P ower and Authority againſt all dead- 
ly, which IT ſuppoſe is Scotch for Norrals: 
now #$ impoſe ſo hard a yoke as this Abſolute 
power on the SubjeR, ſeems no ſmall ſtretch ; 
bur it is a wonderful exerciſe of it ro oblige the 
Subjects to defend this; ir had been more mo- 
deſt, if they had been only bound to bear it, 
and ſubmit to it + bur it is a terrible thing ſo 
far to extinguiſh all the remnants of natuiral Li- 
berty, or of a Legal Government, as to ove 
the Subjets by Oath to maintain the Exerci 
of this, which plainly muſt deſtroy themſelves : 
for the ſhort execution by the Bow-ſtrings of 
Turkey, or by ſending Orders ro Men to return 
in their Heads, being an Exerciſe'of this Abſo- 
lute power, TW 154 little too hard to make men 
ſwear ro maintain the King in ic ; andif thac 
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Kingdom has ſuffered ſo much ,by the many 
"Oaths that have becen in uſe among them, as 
"is marked in this Proclamarion, I am afraid this 
"new Oath will nor much mend che marter. 
XIV. Yet after all, there is ſome Comfort ; 
"His Majeſty aſſures them, he will. uſeno Vio- 
lence nor Force, nor any Invincible Neceſſity to 
any man on the accounc of his perſwafion : 1c 
were. eoo great a want of reſpett to fancy, thar 
a tine may come in which even this may be re- 
membred, full as well, as the promiſes rhac 
were made ſo the Parliament after His Majeſty 
came tothe Crown : I do not I Conteſs, ap- 
- prehend that; for I ſee here ſo greata Caution 
uſed in the __—_ of theſe words, _ it 1s 
n, very great ſeveriries ma well con- 
'tiſt with Rn is clear, » ry 4 general 
'words of Violence and Force are to be determi- 
' ned by theſe laft of Invincible Neceſſity, fo that 
' the King does only promiſe to lay no Inuncib/e 
Neceſſity on his Subjects 3 bur for all Neceffiries 
"that are not Invincible, it ſeems they muſt ex- 
pe to bear a large ſhare of chem z Diſgraces, 
want of Imploymentes, Fines and Impriſon- 
"ments, and eyen Death ir (elf are all Vincible 
things to a man of a firmneſs of mind: ſo thar 
the Violences of Torture, the Furies of Dra- 
goons, arid ſome of the Methods now praQtiſed 
in France, gms may be included within this 
promiſe ; fince theſe ſeem almoſt Inuncible to 
'Humane Nature, if it is not fortified wich an 
Extraordinary meaſure of Grace : bur as to all 
other things, His Majeſty binds himſelf up from 
no part of the Exerciſe of His Abſlute power by 
this promiſe. 


' 


It) 
XV. His Majeſty Orders this to go immedi- 
ately to the Great Seal, wirhour valielg throu 


the other Seals ; now ſince this is Cquincex- 
Tigned by the Secretary -in whoſe hatids © 
Signer is, there was n9 other ſtep to i wats 
bur through the Privy Seal 3 fo I muſt owh 
haye a great Curioſiry of knowing his C r 
1n whoſe hands the Privy Seal 1s at preſent; 
for it ſeems his Conſcience is not ſo yety ſup- 

le, as the Chancellors-attd the Secrerarics are; 

ur it is very likely, if he does not” quick! 
change his mind, the Privy Seal ar leaſt will 
very quickly change irs Keeper ; and Iam for- 
ry to hear, that the-Lord Chancellor and the 
Secretary have not another Brother to fill this 
poſt, rhar ſo the guilt of the ruin of thar Nati- 
on, may lie on one fingle Family, . and char 
there may be no others involved in it. 

XVI, Upon the whole marrer many ſmaller 
things being waved, ir being extream unplea- 
ſant to find fault, where one has all poflible 
diſpoſitions ro pay all reſpe&t ; we here jn 
Enzland ſee what we muſt look for. A Parlia- 
ment in Scotland was tryed, bur it proved a 
lirtle ſtubborn 3 and now Ahſolare pawer comes 
ro ſer all right; ſo when the Cloſerring has gone 
round, fo thar Noſes are counted, we ,may 
perhaps ſee a Parliament here ; bur if it chan- 
ces ro be untoward, and not to Obey withque 
Reſerve, then our Reverend Judges will copy 
from Scotland, and will not rell us of <4 
Kings Imperial Power, bur will diſcover to vs 
this new Myſtery of Abſolute Power, to which 
we are all bound to Obey without Reſerve. . 


} _"_ 


Theſe RefleHions refer in ſo many places to ſome words in the Proclamation, that it "was thought, ne. 
ceſſary to. ſet them near one another, that the Reader may be able to Fudge, whether be is decetyued by 
"od 


ally falſe Quotations or not. 
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By the King. | 
A PROCLAMATTON. 


F AMES R. 
AMES the Seventh by the Grace of God, King 
J of Scotland, England,France and Ireland, De- 
fender of the Faith, &'c. To all and fundry 


our good Subjefts, whom theſe preſents door 
may concern, Greeting, We bave taken jato our 
Royal Conſideration the .many and great in. 
conyenicncies which have happencd to that eur 
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Ancient Kingdom of . Scotland of late years, 
gough the rent perſwaſions in the Chri- 
Sisn Religion, ang the great Heats and Ani- 
moſities amongſt the ſeveral Profeſſors thereof, 
to the ruin and decay of Trade,. waſting of 
extinguiſhing of Charity, contempt of 
the Royal. Power; and converting of True 
Religion, and the Fear of God, into Animo- 
fities, Names, Frattions, and ſometimes into 
Sacriledge and Treafſpn., And. being reſolved 
as much as in us lyes, to Unite. the Hearts and 
Aﬀections of Qur Subjefts, to God in. Reli- 
$100» to Us. in Loyalty, and to their Neigh- 
rs.in Chriſtian Love and Charjty. Have there- 
fore thought fit ro Grant, and by our Sove- 
raign Authority, Prerogativr Royal, and Ab- 
ſolute Power, which all Our Subjetts are tro Obey 
without Reſerve; Do hereby give and-grant Qur 
Royal Toleration, to the ſeveral Profetſors of 
- the ChriſtianReligion/afrer named, with,and un- 
der the ſeyeral Conditions, Reſtriftions, and Li- 
mirations after-mentioned.[n the firft place, We 
allow and Tolerate the Moderate Presbyteri- 
ans, to Meet in their Private Houſes, and there 
to hear all ſuch Miniſters, as citter have, or 
are willing to accept of Our Indulgence alla- 
nerly, and none other, and that, there. be nor 
any thing ſaid or done contrary to the Well and 
Peace of our Reign, Sedirious or T reaſorable, 
under the higheſt pains theſe Crimes will im. 
It ; nor are they to preſume. to Build Meet- 
-Houſes, or to uſe Qut-Houſes or Barns, 
bur only to exerciſe in their Private Houſes, as 
ſaid is: Im the mean time, it is Our Royal 
Will and Pleafure, that Ficld-Cotvearicles, 


"and ſuch as Preach, or Exerciſe at them,-or 


who ſhall any ways affiſt or connive at them, 
ſhall be [py pr according to the utmoſt Se- 
verity 0 

from theſe Rendezyouzes of Rebel!::n, £ 
much Diſorder hath proceeded, and ſo much 
Diſturbance to the Government , . and for 
which after this Our , Royal Indulgence for 
tender Conſciences, there is no Excuſe lefc. In 
like manner, we do hereby.rol:zare Quakers 
to meet and Exerciſe in their Form, in any 
place or places appointed for their Worſhip. 


And confidering the Severe and Crue! Iaws 


made againſt Roman Catbolicks (therein calted 


our Laws made againitrhem, ſceing 


27 au-mapets 25 any 


(7.82); 


Papiſts) in the Minority of Our Royal Grand- 
father of * Glortous Memory, withour His Con» 
ſent, and contrary to the , Duty of good Sub- 
jets, by His Regents, ahd other Enemies to 
their Lawful Soveraigns Qur Royal Great 
Grand Mother Qyeen Mary of bleſſed and pious 
Memory, wherein under the pretence of Keli- 
gion, clothed the worſt of T reaſons, Fai - 
ons, and Uſurpations, and made theſe Laws, 
not as againſt the Enemies of GOD, but their 
own ; which Laws have {til been continued 
of courſe without deſign of executing them, or 
any of them 4d terrorem only, on Suppoſition, 
that the Papiſts relying on an External power, 
were incapable of Duty, and tree APIS 
their Natural Soveraigns, and Righttul Mo- 
narchs ; We of Our certain Knowledge, a 

long Experience, knowing. that the Carholicks, 
as it £$.in their principle to be Good Chriſtians, 
ſo.it is to be dutiful Subjefts ; and that they 
have likewiſe on al] Occaſions ſhewn rhem- 
ſelves Good, and Faithful Subjects' to Us, and 
Qur - Royal Predeceſfogs, by hazarding, and 
many of them aCtually loſing their Lives and 
Forrunes, in their Defence (though of another 
Religion) and the Maintenance of their Autho- 
rity againſt the Violences and T reaſons of the 
moſt violent Abettors of thoſe Laws: Do 
therefore with Advice and Conſent of Qur 
Privy Council, by Our Soveraign. Authority, 
Prerogative Royal, and Abſolute Power, afore- 


aid, Suſpend, Stop, and gdifable the Laws, or 
.Gifable all Laws, or Ads of Parliament, Cu- 


ſtoms or Conſtitations, made or executed a- 
ga:nſt any of our Roman Carbolch Subjetts, in 
any time paſt, to all intents and purpoſes, ma- 
king void all prohibitions therein mentioned, 
pains or penalties therein ordained to.be in- 
flited, ſo that they ſhill in all chings be asfree 
HERBS or Gur PFothant oune 
jects whatſoever, not only to Exerciſe their 
Religion, bur to enjoy all Offices, Benefices 
and others, which We ſhall think fit to beſtow 
upon them 12 all time coming : Nevertheleſs, 


it1s our Wall and pleaſure, and we do hereby * 


command all Catholicks at their higheſt pains, 
only to Exerciſe their Religious Wor! ip in 
Houſes or Chappels; and that they preſume 


- not to preach in the open Fields, or to invade 


the 


—— 
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the Proteflent Ehurches by force , under the 
pant aforeſaid, to be inflicted upon the Of» 
reſpectively ; nor ſhall they preſume 
to make publick proceflions in the High-ſtreets 
of any of Qur Royal Burghs, under the pains 
of aboye mentioned. And whereas the Obe- 
dience and Service of Our Good Subjects is 
due to Us by their Allegiance, and Qur So- 
veraignty, and no Law, Cuſtom, or Conſti- 
tution, Difference in Religion,or other Impedi- 
ment whatſoever, can exempt or diſcharge the 
Subje&ts from their Native Obligations & Du- 
ty tothe Crown, or hinder Us from protein 
and employing them, according to their ſever 
Capacities, and Qur Royal pleaſure ;- nor Re- 


Rain us'from Conferring Heretable Rights 8& 


Privil upon them, or vacuate or aunul 
theſe rights Hererable when they are made or 
conferred ; And likewiſe conſidering, that ſome 
QOaths are' capable of being wreſted by Men 
of. finiſtrous Intentions, i a practice in that 
Kingdom fatal ro Religion as it was to Loyal- 


ty ; Do therefore, with Advice.and Conſent 


atoreſaid, Caſs, Annul and Diſcharge all Oaths 


" whatfoever,by which any Our Subjects are in 


capacitated, or difabled from holding places, 
or Offices in Our ſaid -Kingdom, or enjoy- 
ing their Hereditary Rights and Priviledges , 
diſcharging the fame to be raken or given in 


any time coming, without. Our ſpecial War- 
rant and Conſent, under the pains due tothe © 


Comtempt.of. Our Royal Commands and Au- 
orky. And to' this 'effet we do by Qur 
Royal Authority aforeſaid, Stop, Diſable , 
and Diſpence with all Laws enjoyning the ſaid 
Oaths,Tefts,or any of them, particularly the firſt 
Act of the firſt Sefſion of the firſt Parliament 
of King Charles the Second 3 the Eleventh A&t 
of the aforefaid Seſſion of the foreſaid Parlia- 
ment, the ſixth AR ofthe third Parliament, of 
the ſaid King Charles ; rhe tweary firſt & twen- 
ty fifth Aﬀts of the Parliament, & the thirteenth 
A& of the firſt Seſſion of * Qur late Parlia- 
menr, in ſo far allanerly as concerns the taking 
the Oaths or Teſts therein preſcribed, and all 
others, as well not mentioned as mentiohed , 
and that in place of them, all Our good Sub- 
jets, or ſuch of them as We. or Qur Privy 


"Council ſhall require ſo to do, ſhall take and 


ſwcar the following Qati allanerly. 


before Qur plealuce in theſe : 
-publick, incurred the Guile appointed by the 


.abroad, or any other thing, Rite or 
y & ned 


T A. B. do achnowledg , reſtifie and declare 
tat JAMES 5he Seventh, by the Grace of God, 
King of Scotland, Englavd, France aud Ireland 
Defender of the Faith, 8c. i rightful King and 
Supream Governor of theſe Realms, and over all 
perſons therein; and that it is unlawful for Subjefts, 
on any pretence, or for any cauſe whatſoever, 10 riſe 
in Arms againſt Him, or any Con-miſſionated 
Him ; and that I fhall never ſo riſe in Arms, nor 
affeſt any who. ſhall ſo do; and that I ſhall nevey 
rept His Power or Amtbority, nor ever oppoſe bis 
Authority to bs Perſen, as I anſwer 10 God ; 
but (hall to the utmoſt of my power Aſſiſt, Defend, 
and Maintain bim, bis Wieirs and Lawful Succeſſors, 
in the Exerciſe,of their Abſolute Power and Aus - 
thority againſt all Deadly. So help me God. 

And fecing many of Our good Subjetts haye 
atters was made 


Adts of Parliament above-mearioned, or q- 
thers; We, by Qur Authority, and Abſolute 
Power and Prerogative Royal above-menti 
of Our certain gay - and innate Mercy, 
Give Our: ample and full Indemnity to all 
thoſe of the Koman-Catbolick or Popiſh Religion 
for all things by chem done contrary to 
Laws, or AQs of Parliament, made in any 
time paſt, relating to their Religion, the Wor- 
Fs and Exerciſe thereof, or for being Papi 
elu 
f 


its, or Traffickers, for hearing, or : 
Maſs, concealing of Prieſts or Jehuis 
breeding their Children Catholicks at home or 


Dodrine, 
ſaid, pertormed, or by them, "or 
- of them : And likewiſe, for ho or 
taking of Places, Employments, or 


contrary to any Law or Conſtitution, Advices 
; given to Us, or Qur Council, Actions 


or generally any thing performed or ſaid 


[the known Laws of that Our Aacienr-Ki 
dom: .Excepting always from this Our ets 


Indemnity, all Murders, Aſſaſſinations, T 

and ſuch like other Crimes, which never u 

to be comprehended in Our General Acts of 

Indemnity. And we command and require 

all Qur Judges,. or others concerned, to ex. 

plain this in the moſt Ample Senſe and Mean. 

ing Acts of Indemnity at any time have con. 

tained : Declaring this ſhall be as good to eve.. - 
r 
by 


ry one concerned, as if they had Our Royal 
'Pardon and Remiffion under Qur Great $ 
'of that Kingdom. And likewife indemnify- 
Ig Qur Proteſtant SubjeRs from all pains and 
naities ue for hearing or preaching in Hou- 
16s; providing there be no T reaſonable Speech- 
Es uttered in the ſaid enticles by them, 
'in which caſe the Law is only to rake place a- 
gainſt the Guilty, and none other preſent; 
Keovidin alſo that they Reveal to any of Qur 


than. on, 


"Council the Guilr fo committed ; As alſo, ex- - 


'cepting all Fines, or Effefts of Sentences al- 
'xeady given, And likewiſe Indemnifying fully 

' *ahd freely all Quakers, for their Meetings 
and Worthip, -in all cime paſt, preceeding the 
ſblication of theſe preſents. And we doubt 
not bur our Proteſtant Subjects will give their 
"Alliſtance and Concourſe hereunto, on all oc- 
- Eaſiohs, in their reſpeRive Capacities. In con- 
"fiderarion whereof, and the eaſe thoſe of Our 
Shpion and others may have hereby, and 
or Encouragement of Our Proteſtant Bi- 
q tots, and the regular Clergy ,- and ſuch as 
i - haye hitherto'lived orderly, We think fic to 
' declare, that" it never was Qur principle, nor 


_ 
. 
* 


will Weevyer ſuffer Violence to be offered to | 


by Man's Conſcience, nor will we uſe Force, 

or Invticible Neceſſity againſt any Man on the 

| | $ ount of his perſwaſion, nor the proteſtanc 
*0 i, Mi in their PunC&tio Righes 
"And Properties, and' all Our' Sub- 
* in the free Exerciſe of their -pfeteſtanc 
Religion in the Churehies. And that We will, 
'and by promifſe, *on Our Royal Word, 
"to maintain the poſſeſſors of Church-Lands 
"formetly to Abbeys,or other Church- 


SU, ek are amet, Yu 


3 


£5 of Catholic Religion, in their full and 
Y aſy on” and Right , ' according to'our 
. Lawsand Atts of Parliament in that behalf in all 
- time coming, And We will imploy indifferently 


all Our Subje&ts of all 0 4s none 


waſons, ſi 
Seal ſhall meet with any Diſcouragement- on. the 


accounc of his Religion, but be advanced, 

eſteemed by according to their To 
Capacities and ifcations, ſo- long as We 
find Charity and Unity maintained. And if 
any Animoſities ſhall ariſe, as We hope in God 
there will not , We will ſhew the - ſevereſt 


Effects of Qur Royal Dipleaſure againſt the 
pa or Fomencers thereof, ſeen & 
by Qur Subjects may be deprived of this ge- 


neral Eaſe and Sarisfattion, We intend to all 
of them, whoſe Happineſs, Proſperity, Walth 
and Safety, is ſo much Qur Royal Care, that 
we will leaye nothing undone which may 
have Notice of this Qur Royal Will and Plea- 


ſure, Wedo hereby command, Qur.Lyon King 


at Arms, and his Brethren Heraulds, Marcers, 
Purſeyantsand Meſſengers at Arms, 'to make 
timous proclamation thereof at the Markey- 
Croſs Slag; And beſides theprinting 
and publiſhing of this Our Royal Proclama- 
tion, it is Qur expreſs Will and Pleaſure,that 
the ſame be paſt under the great Segl. of that Our 


:Kingdom per faltum , * without g-any 0- 


Seal or Regiſter. In Order whereunto, this 
ſhall be to the DireRors of Qur Chancellary, 
and their Depuries for writing the ſame, and 

to Qur Chancellor for cauſing our Great Sesl 


-aforeſaid, to be appended thereunto, a ſuffici- 
-ent Warrand. b I 


Given at Our Court & Whitehal the twelfth 
of Febr. 1686. and of Our Reign the third 
Tear.. * : 


By His Majeſties Command 
MELFORT. 
God ſave the King, 
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A LETTER, containing ſome Refle&tions on His 
Majeſties Declaration for Liberty of Conſciencs, 
Dated the Fourth of April, 1687. 


SIR 

L Thank you for the Fayour of ſend- 
| ing me the late Declaration that His 

| Majeſty has granted for Liberty of Con- 

ſcience. 1 confeſs, I longed for it with great 


ience, and was ſurpriſed to find it fo 


different from the Scotch Pattern ; for I ima-. 
gined, that it was tobe ſt to the ſecond part 
of the ſame tune: for can I ſee. why the Pen- 
ners of this have ſunk fo much in their ſtile ; 
for 1 ſuppoſe the ſame men penned both. I 
expected to have ſcen the Imperial Language 
of Abſolute Power, 10 which all the Subjes are 


to Obey without reſ:rve; and of the Cauſing, V 


ng, the. ſtopping, and diſabling of Laws 
forth in the Preamble and 
clartimz whereas thoſe drea words are 
not to be found here: for inſtead of Repegli 
the Laws, His Majeſty pretends by this only 
to Suſpend them ; and though in effeft this a- 
mounts to a Repeal, yet it muſt be confeſſed 
' that the words are ſofter. Now fince the 
Abſolute Power, to which His Majeſty pre- 
tends in fonlend, Þ not founded on ſuch poor 
things as Law ; for that would look as if it 
were the gift of the People ; but on the Di- 
vine Authority, which is ſuppoſed to be de- 
legated to His Majeſty, this may be as well 
claimed in England as it was in Scorlend : and 
the pretenſions to Abſolute Power is ſo great a 


thing, that ſince His Majeſty thought fit once I 


to claim it, he is little beholding to thoſe thar 
make him fall ſo much in his Language ; efpe- 
cially ſince both theſe Declartions have appeared 
- in our Gaxettes ; fo that as we ſee what is 
done in Scotland, we know from hence what 
is in ſome peoples hearts, and what we may 
expect 1n England, 


perfett Injoyment 0 


voop of this Te- 
agdtul 


tells his le, that 
, opep Property po op F 
in any Caſe invaded yy bim fince his comi 1 
Crown. This is indeed watter. of great f oy- 
ragment to al] good SubjeQts ; for ic lets th 


IT. His wu 


on Property, have been done wi £ Hi - 
Jelties knowledge : ſo.that no do : the c00- 
rinuing to leyy the Cuſtemes and, the Additiong! 


man has to his Life, the ſtrange Eſlay of 
Mabometan Government , that ſhewe 
Tamon; and the no leſs ſtran pdkec hr 


| ſtrange NAT 4 of 
the preſenr Lord Chancellour, ”s his C ile 


after the Rebellion ( which are very j 
called His Campagne, for it was LEY 
of Hoſtility to all Law ) and for which at 
other Services of the like nature, it is belie- 
ved he has had the reward of the Great Seal, 
and the Executions of thoſe who have left their 
Colours, which being founded on no Law, 
are no other than ſo many Murders ; all theſe, 
Y,,are as we are ſure, Inyaſions on Pro- 
perty ; but fince the King tells us, that no 
ſuch Invaſions have been made ſince he came 
tothe Crown, we muſt conclude that all theſe 
things have fallen out without His Privity. 
And if the ſtanding Army, in time of Peace, 
has been ever lookt on by this Nation as an 
Attempt upon the whole Property of the Na- 
tion 1n groſs, one muſt conclude that even 
this 
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his is done without His Majeſties know- 


- edpe. 

Il. His Majeſty expreſſes his Charity for 
us in-a kind wiſh, that-we were all Members 
of the Catholick Church 3 in return to which 
we offer up daily our moſt carneſt Prayers for 
him, that he may become a Member of the 
truly Catholick Church : for Wiſhes and 
Prayers do no hurt on no fide : but His Ma- 
Jeſty adds that ir has ever been his Opinien, 
that Conſcience ought not to - be. conſtrained, 
nor people forced in matters of meer Religion, 
"We are very happy if this continues to be 
- always his ſenſe : bur we are ſure in this he is 
no jient Member of that which he means 
- by the Catholick Church : for it has over and 
over again decreed the Extirpation of Here- 
ticks. It enconrages Princes to it, by the Of- 
"fer of the pardon of their Sins; it threarens 

them to it, by denouncing to them not only the 
' Judgments of God; - but that which is-more 
ſenſible, the loſs of their Dominions : and it 
' ſeems they intend to make us know that part of 
their Dodtrine even before we come to teel it, 
* ince tho ſome of that Communion would take 
. away the Horror which the Fourth Council of 
the Lateran gives us, in which theſe things were 
decreed, by denying it to be a Ceneral Coun- 
cil, and rejeRing the Authority of thoſe Ca- 
nons, yet « moſt learned of all the Apoſtates 
that has fallen ro chem from our Church, has 
' ſo lately given up this plea, and has ſo formal- 
ly acknowledged the Authority of that Coun- 
cil, and of its Canons, that ir ſeems they think 
they are bound to this piece of fair _— - of 
' warning us before-hand of our Danger. It is 
true Bellarmin ſays, The Church does not always 
© execute ber Power of depofung Heretical Princes, tho 
ſhe always retains it : one reaſon that he aſſigns, 


1s, Becauſe ſhe is not as all times able to put it in - 


execution : ſo the ſame reaſon may perhaps 
make it appear unadylſcable colExtirpateHere- 
ticks, becauſe that at preſent 1t cannot be done 3 
but che Right remains intire, and is put in exe- 
cution in ſuch an unrelenting manner in all 
places where that Religion prevails, that it has 
a Very ill Grace, to fee any Member of. that 
Church ſpeak in this ſtrgin : and when neither 
the policy of France, nor the Greatnels of cheir 


Monarch, nor yet the Intereſts of the Empe- 
rour joyned to the Centlenefs of his own tem- 
per, could withſtand theſe bloody Councils, 
that are indeed parts of that-Religion, we can 
ſee no other reafon to induce us to believg, that 
a Toleracion of. Religion is propoſed with any 


' other deſign but either to divide us, or to lay 


us aſleepcull ic is time to give the Alarm for de 
ſtroying us. | | 

IV. If all the Endeaveurs, that have been 
uſed in the laſt four Rigns for bringing che 


Subjects. of this Kingdom to a. Unity in Re- 


ligion have been ineffectual, as'His Majeſty 
ſays; we know to whom we owe both the 
firſt beginnings aud the progreſs of the Divi- 
fions among our ſelves ; the gentleneſs of Q. 
Elizabeth's Government, the numbers of thot! 


" that adhered to the Church of Rome, *made it 


ſcarce poſſible to put an end to that 
during her Reign, which has been ever fine 
reſtleſs, and has had Credit enough at Court 
during the" three laſt Reigns, not only 
to ſupport ir ſelf, bat to diſtraſt us, 
and to divert us from apprehending the dan- 
ger of being ſwallowed up by them, by fo- 
menting our own Differences, and by ſetti 
on Either a Toletation, or a Perſecution, as ir 
has happened to ſerve their intereſts. It is 
not fo very loi finch, that nothing was to be 
heard at Court bur the ſupporting the Church 
of England, and the Extirpating all the Non- 
conformilts : and it were 'eafie to name the per- 
ſons, if it were decent, that had this in thei 
Mouths ; but now all is turned round again , 
the Church of England is in Diſgrace ; and 
now the Encouragement of Trade, the Quiet 
of the Nation, the Freedom of Conſcience 
are again in Vogue, that were . ſuch odious 
things but a few Years ago, that the very men- 
tioning them was enough to load any man 
with Suſpicions,as backward in the, Kings Ser- 
vice ; while ſuch Methods are uled, and the 
Government is as in an Agne, divided between 
hot atl cold fits, no wonder if Laws fo un- 
ſteadily executed have failed of their effect. 
V. There is a good reſerve here left for Se- 
verity, when the > Opporcunicy to ſer 
it on preſents it ſelf : for his Majeſty declares 
himſelf oply againſt the forcing of men-in 
matters 
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matters of meer Religion: ſo that whenſoever 
Religion and Policy come to be ſo interwoven, 
that meer Religion is not the Caſe, and that 
publick Safery may be pretended, then this 
Declaration 15 to be no more claimed: ſo thac 
the faſtning any thing upon the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, that is inconſiſtent with che publick 
peace, will be pretended to ſhew thatthey are 
not perſecuted for meer Religion, In France, 
which ir was reſolyed to extirpare the Prote- 
ſtants, all che Diſcourſes that were written on 
that Subje&, were full of the Wars occafioned 
by thoſe of the Religion in the laſt Age, tho as 
theſe was the happy Occaſion of bringing the 
Houſe of Bourbon co the Crown, they had been 
ended above 8o Years ago, and there had nor 
been ſo much as che lcaft Tumulc raiſed b 

them theſe $0 Years paſt : ſo that the Frenc 

who have ſmarted under this Severity, could 
nor be charged with che leaſt Infration of the 
Lay : yet Stories of a hundred years old were 
raiſed up to inſpire into the King choſe Appre- 
henſions of them, which have produced the 
terrible effe&s rhar are viſible to all the World. 
There is another expreſſion in this Declaration, 
which lers us likewiſe ſee with what Caution the 
Offcrs of Favour are now worded, that ſo there 
may be an Occaſion given when the Time and 
cen, undure ſhall be favourable to break through 
them all : ir is in theſe words, So thar they take 


_efpecial care chat nothing be preached or raughr 


amongſt them, which many any ways trend to 
alienare the Hearrs of our people from us or 
our Government, This in ir (elf is very reaſo- 
navle, and could adinit of no Exceprion, if we 
had not to do with a ſet of men, who to our 
great Misfortrune have ſo much Credic with His 
Majeſty, and who will be no ſooner lodged in 
the power to which they pretend, than the 
will make every thing that 1s preached again 
Popery pals for that which may in ſome manner 
alienate the Snbjecs from the King. 

VI. His Majeſty makes no doubc of the Con- 
currence of his Two Houſes of Parliament, 
when'he ſhall think ir conveniem for them to 
meer. The Hearts of Kings are unſearchable, 
ſo that ir is a lictle roo preſumpruous to look 
into his Majeſties ſecret Thoughts : but accord- 
ing to the mean that we would make of 


— 
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other mens Thoughts by their Aftions, one 
would be rempred co think, that His Maj 
made ſome doubt of it, fince his Afﬀairs both 
ar home and abroad could nor go the worſe, if 
ir appeared that there were a perfet under- 
ſtanding berwecn Him and his Parliamenc, and 
thar his people were ſupporcing him with freſh 
Supplics 3 and this Houſe of Commons 1s 
much at his Devotion, that all the World ſaw 
how ready they were to grant every thing that 
he could deſire of them, till he began to lay off 
the Mask with relation to the Teſt, and ſince 
that time the frequent Prorogarions, the Clo- 
ſerting, and the pains that has been taken co gain 
Members, by promiſes made to ſome, and the 
Diſgraces of ochers, would make one a lirrle in- 
clined to think, thar ſome doubr was made of 
their Concurrence. But we muſt confeſs, rhat 
the depth of His Majeſties Judgment is ſuch, 
that we cannor fathom ir, and thcrefore we can» 
not gueſs what his Doubrs or Aflurances are, Tr 
is true, the wor 1s that come after unciddle the 
Myſtery alittle, which are, when His Majeſty. 
ſhall think ir convenient for them to mcer : for 
the meaning of this ſeems plain, that His Ma- 
jeſty is reſolved thar they ſha!l never meer, till 
he receives ſuch Afſurances, in a new round of 
Cioſetring, that he ſhall be pur out of doube 
concerning it. 

VII. I will not enter into the diſpute con- 
cerning Liberty of Conſcience, and the Reaſons 
that may be offered for irto a Seffion of Par- 
liar@nr ; for chere is ſcarce any one poinr, that 
either with relation to Religion, or Poliricks, 
affords a greater variety of matter for Refle&ti- 
on : and I made no doubt aſe i Thar there 


isabundar.ce of Reaſon ro obilfe aParliament ro 
review all the Penal Laws, either with relation 
to Papiſts, or to Piſlentersz bur I will take the 
boldneſs to add one thicg, that the Kings Wn- 
pending of Laws ſtrikes ac the root of chis whole 
Government, and ſubverrs it quite : for if there 
is any thing certain with relation to Engliſh 
Government, it 15 this, That che Executive Pow- 


«cr of the Law 1s —y in the King; ard the 


Law to fortifie him in che management cf it has 
cloathed him with a vaſt Prerogative, and inade 
it unlawful on any pretence whatſoc ver to re- 
fiſt himzwhercas on the orher hand,rhe Legifatire 

C Power 
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Power is not ſo entirely in the Ring, but thar ri» his Sacred perſcn. Tr is ſomewhat firange,char 
Lords and Commons have ſuch a ftare in it, thar when ſo many Laws, that we all know arc ſu(- 
no Lai can be either made, repeated, or which pended, rhe Law of Nature, which is fo hard 
1s all one {uſpendet, but by their conſent; fo to be found cur, ſhould be cired 3 bur the pen- 
_ that the placing this. Legiffative Power ſingly in ners of this Declaration had beſt ler that Law 

the Ring, is « fubverfon of this whole Govern- lie forgotren among the reſt ; and chere 154 
ment, fnce the Eflence of all Governmenrs con- ſcurvy paragraph in it concerning Self-pref.r- 
fits in the Subjects of the Legiſlative Aurhori- varion, thar is capable of very unacceptable 
rity, Atsof Violence or In juſtice, commitred Glofſes, Ir is hard to tell what Seftion of the 
it-ce Executive part, are ſuch things thar all Law of Nature has marker either ſuch a Form of 
Princes being ſubject ro chem, the peace of man- Government, or ſuch a Family for it. And if 
kind were very ill ſecurcd if ic were not unlaw- His Majefty renounces his pretenſtons to our 
ful to reſiſt upon any preterce taken from any Allegiance as founded on the Laws of England 3 
Il Adwiniſtraticns, in which as the Law may and berake himſelf ro this Law of Nature, he 
be doubtful, fo the Facts mzy Le uncertain, and will perhaps find the Counſel was a little roo 
at worſt the publick Peace muſt always be more rh; bur ro make the moſt rhat can he,the Law 
valued than any private Oppreſlions or Injuries of Nartens or Nature does indeed allow the Go- 
whatſcever, Eur the toral Subverſicn of the vernors of ail Societies a puwer to ſerve rhem- 
Government,. being ſo contrary to the Truſt ſelves of every Member of ir in the caſes of ex- 
that is piven to the Prirce who ought tQ exc- tream Danger 3 but no Law of Nature that has 
Cute it, will put men upon uneafie and dange- been yer heard of will conc;ude, that if by fpe. 
rous Inquiriesz which will curn little to the Ad» cial Laws, a fort of men have been diſabled 
vantage of rhoſc who are driving matters to ſuch from al] Imployments, thar a Prince who ar his 


a doubtful and deſperate Iſſue. _ Coronation Swore to maintain thoſe Laws, 'may 
VIIL If there is any thing in which the Exer- at his pleafure extinguiſh all theſe Diſabilities, 
Ciſe of the Legiſlative Power ſecms indiſpenſa- X. At the end of the Declaration, as in a 


ble, it is in thoſe Oaths of Allegiance and Teſts, poſticripr, His Majeſty affurcs his Subjets, thar 
. that are thought neceſſary to Qualifie men either he will maintain them in their 1'roperties, as 
ro be admiticd to enjoy the protection of the well in Church and Abbey Lands, as other 
Law, or ro bear a ſhare in the Government 3 Lands: bur the chief of all their properties being 
for in theſe the Security of the Government is the ſhare thar they have by their Repreſenta- 
_ chiefly concerned; and therefore rhe map tives in the Legiſlative power; this Declaration, 
tintion of theſe,as ir is not only aSuſpenſi0h of which breaks through thar, is no great Evidence 
them, but a plain repealing of them, ſo ir is a thar the reſt will be maintained : and to ſpeak 
Subverting of the whole Foundation of our Go- plainly, when a Coronation Oath is ſo little re- 
vernment: F Regulation that King and * membred, other promiſes muſt have a pro- 
Parliament had th tor the SubjeCts having porrioned degree of Credit given to them': as 
* the proteion of the State by the Oath of Alle- for the Abbey Lands, the keeping them from 
giawee, and for aſhare in the places of Truſt by the Church 1s acccrding to the principles of 
the Teſts, is now pluckt up by the roots ; when that Religion Sacriledge ; and that is a mortal 
it is declar'd, That theſe ſhall nor ar any time Sin, and there can no Abſclution be given to any 
hereafter be required ro be taken or ſubſcribed who continue in ir : and fo this promiſe being 
by any perſons whatſoever; for itis plain, thar an Obligation ro maintain men in a mortal Sin, 
this is no Suſpenſion of the Law, bar a formal 15 null and void of ir ſelf: Chih Lands are al- 
repeal of it, 1n as plain Words as can be con-" ſo according to the DoGrine of their Canoniſts, 
ceived. fo immediately Gods Right, that the Pope 
IX, His _ ſays, that the Benefir of the himſelf is the only Adminiſtratoriand Diſpencer, 
Service of all his SubjeRs is by the Law of Na- bur is not the Maſter of chem; he can indeed 
rure Inſeparably annexed to, and inherent in make a track for God, or ler them ſo-low, thar 
; God 
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God ſhall be an cafie Landlord ;. but he can- 
not alter- God's Property, nor tranffate the 
Right that is in him to Sacrtlegions Laymen 
and Herericks. ; 

Xl. One of the Effefts of ths Declara- 
tion, will be the ſerrting on foor a new run of 
Addcelſcs over the;Nation : for there 1s nothing 
how impudenrt 2nd baſe ſoever, of which the 
abject flatrery of a Aavith Spirir 15 not capa- 
ble. It muſt be conteft, ro the Reproach of 
che Age, that all thofe ftrains#of flattery a- 
mong the Romans, that Tacitus ſets forth with 
ſo much. juſt ſcorn, are modeſt things, com- 

ared to what this Nation has produced with- 
in theſe ſeven Years: only if our Flattery has 
come ſhort of the Refizedneſs of the Romans, 
it has excceeded theirs as miich in 1ts loathed 
Fulfomneſs : Fhe late King fer out a-Decla- 
ration, in which. he gave rhe moſt folemn At- 
ſtrances poſſible of his adhering to the Church 


.of En;land, ani to the Religion eſtabliſhed” 


by Law, and of his Reſolution to have fre- 
quent Parliaments; upon which the whole 
Nation fell as it were into Raprures of Joy 
and Flattery : but tho he lived four Years at- 
ter that, he called no Parliament, notwith- 
ſtanding the Law for Triennial Parliaments : 
and the manner of his Death, ard the Papers 
printed after his Death in his Name, having 
ſufficiently ſhewed, that he was equally fin- 
cere in both thoſe Afﬀurances that he gave, as 
well in that relating to Religion, as in that 
ether relating to frequent Parliaments yet up- 
on his Death anew ſet of Addrefles appeared, 
in which all that Flattery could invent was 
brought forth , in the Commendations of a 
Princz,to whoſe Memory the greareſt kindneſs 
that can bedone, is to forget him, and becauſe 
his preſent Majeſty upon his coming to the 
Throne gave fome very general Proiniſes of 
maintaining the Chutrch of England, this was 
magnified in ſo Extravagant a ſtain, as 1f it 
had been a Security greater than any that the 
Law could give: tho by the regard that the 
King has both to it and to the Laws, it ap- 
pears that he is refolved to maintain both e- 
qually: fince then the Nation has already 
made it ſelf ſufficiently ridiculous both to 
the preſenc and to all {ucceeding Ages ; it is 
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time that at laſt men ſhould grow weary, ard* * 
become aſhamed of their Folly. * 
XIE. Fhe Nonconformiſts are now invited 
t9 {er an Example 'to the reſt: and they who 
have valued themſelves hitherto upon their 
Oppoſition to Popery, and that have quar- 
relled with the "Church of. Eng/znd, for ſome 
ſmall Approaches to it, in a few Ceremonics, 
are now {olicited to rejoyce, becauſe the Laws 
enar fecure us agaiuſt if, are all plucked up 3 
ſitce they egjoy ar prefent, and during plea- 
ſure, leave to meet together. It is natural 
or all men to love to be ſer at eaſe, eſpecial- 
Iy in the matter of their Conſciences ; bue it 
15 viſible, that thoſe who allow them this fa- 
vour, do it wich no cther deſign, but that un- 
cer a pretence of a General Toleratiqn, they 
mzy Introduce a Rehgion which muſt per- 
tlecute ali equally: ic is likewiſe apparenc 
how much they are hated, and how much 
they have been perſecuted by the Inſtigacion. 
ot thoſe who now Court them, and who 
have now no game that is more promiling, 
than the engaging them and the Church of 
England into new Quarrels: and as for the 
romites now mude co them, it cannot” be 
ſuppoſcd that they will be more laſting than 
thoſe that were made ſome time ago to the 
Church of Englznd, who had both a better 
Title in Law, and greater Merit upon the 
Crown to aſſure them that they ſhould be 
well uſed than theſe can pretend*tro. The 
Nation has ſcarce forgiven ſome of the Church 
of England the Perſecution into which they 
have ſuffered themſelves to be cozened 3 tho? 
now that they fee Popery bare-faced , the: 
ſtand that they have made, and the vigorous 
oppoſition that they have given to it, 15 that. 
which makes all men willing to forget what 
1s paſt, and raiſes again the Glory of a 
Church that was not a little ſtained by the 
Indiſcretion and Weakneſs of thoſe, that were 
too apt to believe and hope, and ſo ſuffered 
themſelves to be made a Property to thoſe 
who would make them a Sacrifice. The Suf-. 
ferings of the Nonconformiſts., and the Fury 
that the Popiſh party expreſſed againſt them,. 
had recommended them fo much to the Coms 
paſſions of the Nation, and had given ins: 
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fo juſt a pretenſion to favout in a better time, 
that it will !ook like a Curſe of God upon 
them, if a few men, whom the Court has 
ained to betray them, can have ſuch aa ill 
afluence upon them as to make them throw 
away all that Merit, and thoſe Compaſtons 
which their Sufferings have procured them ; 
ahd to go and courfthoſe who are only ſeem- 
ihgly kind to them, that they may deſtroy 
borh them and us. They muſt remember 
that as the Church of England is the only E- 
ſtabliſhment that our Religion Has by Law; 
fo ic is the main body of rhe Nation, and all 
the Sects are bur (mall and ſtraggling parties: 
and if the Legal Settlement of the Church is 
diffolved, and that body is once broken, theſe 
lefler bodies will be all at Mercy : and it is 
an cafie thing to define what the Mercies of 
the Chureh of Rome are. 

XII. But tho ic muſt be confeſſed, that 
the Nonconformiſts are ſtill under ſome 
Temptations, to receive every thing that gives 
them preſent eaſe, with a little roo much 
kindneſs ; fince they lie expoſed too many ſe- 
vere Laws, of which they have of late felc 
the weight very heavily, and as they are men, 
and ſome of them as ill natured men as other 

ple, ſo it is no wonder if upon the firſt 
arpriſes of che Declaration, they are a little 
delighted, to ſee the Church of England, after 
all its Services and Submiſſions to the Court, 
ſo much mortified by it; ſo that raking all 
rogether it will not be ſtrange if they commir 


ſome Follies upon this occaſhton. Yet on the * 


other hand ir paſſes all imagination, to ſee ſome 
of the Church of Ergland, eſpecially thoſe 
whoſe Natures we know are fo particularly 
ſharpned in the poirt of perſecution, chiefly 
when it is levelled againſt the Diſſenters, re- 
Joyce at this Declaration, and make Addreſ- 
ſes upon it, It is hard to think that they have 
attained to ſo high a pitch of Chriſtian Chari- 
ty, as to thank thoſe who do now Deſpitefully 

e them, and that as an earneſt that within a 
httle while they will perſecute them. This 
will be an Original, and a Maſter-piece in 
Flatterv, which muſt needs draw the laſt de- 
grees of Contempr on ſuch as are capable of ſo 
abject and ſordid a Compliance, and that not 
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only from all the true Membcrs of the Church 
of England, but likewiſe trom thoſe of the 
Church of Rome it ſelf; for every man 15 ape 
toeſteem an Enemy that is brave even 1 his 
Misfortunes , as much as he deſpiſes thoſe 
whoſe minds fink with their Condition, for 
what is it that theſe mn.ecn would have of the 
King > Is it becauſe he breaks thoſe Laws that 
are made in their Favour, and for their Pro- 
tection: and is now ſtriking at the Root of all 
Legal Settlemggt that they have for their Re- 
ligion 2 Or is it becauſe that at the ſame time 
that the King profeſſes a Religion that Con- 
demas his Supremacy, yet he is not content 
with the Exerciſe of it as it is warranted by 
Law, but carries it ſo far as to ereft a Court 
contrary to the expreſs words of a Law ſo late- 
ly made : That Court takes care to maintain 2 
due proportion berween their Conſtitution a 
all their Proceedings, that ſo all may be of a 
iece, and all ”_= y contrary to Law, They 
ave ſuſpended one Biſhop, only becauſe he 
wou!d not do that which was not in his power 
todo : for ſince there is no Extrajudiciary Au- 
thority in England, a Biſhop can no more pro- 
ceed to a Sentence of Suſpenſion againſt a 
Clergy-man without a Tryal, and the hearing 
of Parties, than a Judge can give a Sentence in 
his Chamber without an Indi@ment, a Tryal, 
or a Jury: and becauſe one of the greateſt bo. 
dies of England would not break their Oaths, 
and obey a Mandate that plainly contradiQted 
them, we ſee to what a pitch this is like to be 
carried, I will not anticipate upgqn this illegal 
Courr, to tell what Judgments are coming ; but 
without carrying our Jealouſies too far, one may 
ſafely concluxe, that they will never depart ſo 
far from their firſt Inſtitution,as to have any re- 
pard, either to our Religion, or our Laws, or 
iberries, in any thing they do. If all this were 
acted by avowed Papiſts, -as we are ſure it is 
projected by ſuch, there were nothing extra- 
ordinary init : but that which carries our In- 
dignation a lirtle too far to be eaſily governed, 
is to ſee ſome pretended Proteſtants, and a few 
Biſhops, among thoſe that are the fatal Inſtru- 
ments of pulling down the Church of England, 
and that thoſe Mercenaries Sacrifice their Re- 
ligion and their Church to their Ambition and 
nte- 
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Intereſts ; this has ſuch peculiar CharaQers of 
Misfortune upon it, that it ſeems it is not e- 

h if we periſh without picy, fince we fall 
by ae hand that we have ſo much ſupported 
and fortified, but we muſt become the Scorn 
of all the world, fince we have produced ſuch 
anunnatural Brood, that even while they are 
_ pretending to be Sons of the Church of Ex- 
gland, are cutting their Mothers Throat : and 
not conrent with Fudzs's Crime, of faying, Hail 
Maſter, and kiſſing him, while they are betray- 
ing him into-the hands of others ; theſe carry 
their Wickedrieſs further, and ſay, Hail Mo 
ther, and then they themſelves murther her. 
If after all this we were called on to bear this 
as Chriſtians, and to ſuffer it as Subjects, if 
we were required in patience to poſſeſs our own 
Souls, 'and to be in Charity with our Enemies ; 
and which'is more, to forgive our Falſe Bre- 
thren who add Trrachery to their Hatred ; 
the Exhortation were ſeaſonable, and indeed a 
little neceflary : for humane Nature cannot ea- 
fily take down things of ſuch a hard digeſtion : 
but to tell us that we muſt make Addrefles, and 
offer Thanks for all this, is to inſult a little 
too much upon us 1n our Sufferings : and he 


that can belieye that a dry and cautiouſly word- 
ed promiſe of maintaining the Church of En- 
gland, will be religiouſly obſerved after all that 
we have ſeen, and 1s upgn that carried ſo far 
out of his Wits gs.to Addreſs and give Thanks, 
and w1l] believe ſtill, ſuch a man has nothi 

to excuſe him from believing T ranſubſtantiati- 
on it ſelf ; for it is plain that he can bring him- 
{elf ro believe even when the thing is contrary 
"» the cleareſt Evidence that his ſeaſes can give 

im. 
$f pwulus hic vile decipi decipiacur. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


T Hele Reflefions were writ ſoon after the Decla- 

ration came 10 my hands, but the Matter of 
them was (o tender, and the Conveyance of them to 
the Pre(s was ſo uneafie, that they aptear now tas 
late 10 have one eff: tha: was Deſigned by them, 
which was, the diverting men from making Ad- 
dreſſes upon it ; yer if what is here propoſed makes 
men become ſo far wiſe as to be aſhamed of what they 
have don?, and is a means to keep them from carry= 
ing their Courtſhip further than g199d words, this 
Paper will not cane too late. 


An Anſwer to a Paper, Printed with Allowance, Entitled, 
A new Teſt of the Church of Englands Loyalty. 


I. & | He Accuſing the Church of England 
of wantot Loyalty, or the putting 


it to a new Teſt, after ſo freſh a 

one, with relation ro His Majeſty, argues a 
high degree of Confidence in him who under- 
rakes it. She knew well what were the Do- 
'Atrines and praftices of thoſe of the Roman 
Church, with relation to Hereticks; and yet 
She was ſo true ro her Loyalty, that She ſhut 
her Eyes on alt the Temptations that ſo jult a 
fear could raiſe in her; and She ſet her ſelf to 
ſupport His Majeſties Right of Succeſſion, 
with much Zeal, that She thereby not only 
ut her ſelf in the yower of her Enemies ; bur 

he has alſo, Expoſed her ſelf to the Scorn of 

thoſe who inlule vye# her Misfartune. - She 
Joſt the AﬀeRiotis even, of inany of ker own 


Children ; who thought that her Zeal for an 
Intereſt, which was then ſo much decry'd, was 
a little too fervent : and all thoſe who judged 
ſeverely of the proceedings, thought chat the 
Oppotition which She made to the fide thar 
then went ſo high, had more Heat than De- 
cency in it. And indeed all this was fo yesy 
extraordinary, that if She was-noz. acted bya 
principle of Conſcience, She-could make ,yo 
excuſe: for her Condu&. T hexe appearedifuch 
peculiar Marks of. Aﬀection and Heartinels, at 
every time that the Duke was named, whether 
in drinking his Healch, or upon graver Ocgg- 
fior:s,. that tt emed affecred: and when the 
late King, himſelf { whoſe Word they took that 
he was;p Proteſtant ) was ſpoke of. but calgly, 
the very Name of _ Duke ſet her Childtn 
a 
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\all on fire : . this made many conclude, that 
they were ready to Sacrifice all ro him 3 for in- 
deed © their Behavionr was inflamed with fo 

much Heat, char the grearer part of the Nation 
believed they wairedefor a fir opportunity to de- 

clare themſeves. Faich go 0 ny Chriſt was not 
a more frequent Subjedt of the Sermons of ma+ 
ny, than Loyalty 3 and the Right of che Succeſh- 

to the Crown, the Hear that appeared in the 

it, and the Learning that was in their Books 

on theſe Subjects, and rhe Eloquenr ſtrains thar 

were in their Addrefſes, were all Originals, 

and made the World cegtdade, That whatever 

might be laid to their Charge, they ſhould ne- 

ver be accuſed of any want of Loyalty, ar leaſt 

in this Kings time, while the remembrance of 

ſo ſignal a ſervice was ſo freſh. When His Ma- 

jeſty came to the Crown, theſe men did to cn- 

tirely depend on the promiſe that he made, 79 

maintain the Church of England, that the doubt- 

ing of che performance appeared ro them the 

"worſt ſorc of Infidelity. They believed, that in 
His Majeſty, the Hero, and the King, would be 

roo ſtrong for the Papiſts ; and when any one 

'rold chem, Ho weak a tie the Faith of a Cathy- 
'Fick to © Hereticks muſt needs be, they could not 
hearken to this with any patience, but looked 

on his Majefies promiſe as a thing fo Sacred, that 

they imploy*d their intereſt to carry all Ele#:- 

ons of Parltament- Men, for thoſe that were re- 

commended by the Court, with ſo much Vigour, 

that it laid chem open to much Cenſure. In 

Parliament they moved for no Laws to ſecure 

their Religton ; bur affuring themſelves, that 

"Homour was the Kings Idol, they laid hold on ir, 
and fancied, that a publick reliance on his 

' Word, would give them an Intereſt in his Ma- 
zeſty, that was Generous, and more ſuitable to 
the Nobleneſs of a Princely Nature than any 

'new Laws could be : fo that they acquieſced in 
it, and gave the King a vaſt Revenue for Life : 

IM the Rebellion that followed, they ſhewed 

with what Zeal they adhered ro his Majeſty, 

even againſt a pretender that declared for them, 
And in the Seſſion of Parliament, which came 

afrer thar, they ſhewed their diſpoſition to 
afiſt che King with new Suyplies, and were 
willing to Excnſe and indemmifie all that was 
paſt z only they deſired with all poſſible Mo- 


deſty, that the . Laws which His Majeſty had 
both promiſed, and ar his Coronation had ſworn 
to maintain, might be Executed. [Here is their 
Crime, which has raiſed all this Our-cry ; They 
did not move for the Execution of ſevere and 
Penal Laws, bur were willing to ler thoſe fleep, 
till ir might appear by rhe Behaviour of che P a- 
piſts, wherher they mighr deſerve that there 


ſhould be any Mirigarion made of chem in their - 


Favour. Since thar rime, our Churchmen have 
been conſtant in mixing their Zeal for their Re - 
ligion againſt Popery, with a Zeal for Loyalcy 
againſt Rebellion, becauſe they think theſe two 
are very well conſiſtent one with another. Ir 
is true, they have generally expreſſed an un- 
willingneſs to part with the two Teſts 3 becauſe 
they have no mind to truſt the keeping of rheir 
Throats to thoſe who they believe will cur 
chem, and they have ſeen nothing in the con» 
duct of the Papiſts, eicher within cr v ithour 
the Kingdom, to make them grow weary of the 
Laws for their ſakes, and rhe ſame principle of 
common ſenſe, which make it ſo hard for them 
to believe Tranſubſtantiatim, makes them con- 
clude that the Author of this Paper, and his 
Friends, are no other, than what they hear, 
and ſee, and know them to be. 

IT. One inſtance In which the Church of 
England ſhewed her Submiſſion to the Court, 
was, That as ſoon as the Noncoformiſts had 
drawn a new Storm upon themſelves, by their 
meddling in the matter of - Excluſion, many of 
her Zealous Members went into that proſecution 
of chem, which the Court ſer on foot, with more 
Hear, than was _— juſtifiable in ir ſelf, or 
reaſonable in rhoſe Circumſtances 3; bet how 
cenſurable ſoever ſome angry men may be, it is 
ſomewhar ſtrange to ſee thoſe of the Church of 
Rome blame us for ir, which has decreed ſome 
unrelenting Severities againſt all that differ 
from her, ang has enacted that not only in Par- 
liaments, but even in general Cumcils. Ic miſt 
needs ſound oddly to hear the Sons of a Church, 
tnar muſt deſtroy all others, as ſoon as ir can 
compals it, yet complain of the Exceſſes of 
Fines and Impriſonments, that have been of 
late among us. Bur if this Reproach ſeems a 
lirtle ſtrange when ir is in the Mouth of a Pa- 
piſt, it is much more proyoking, when ic comes 

; from 
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from any of. the Court. Were not all the Or 
ders for the late Severity fent from hence ? 
Did not the Judges in every. Circhyc, and the 
Favourite Juſtices of che Peace in Gery Sefli- 
ons, imploy all rheir Eloquence on this SubjeRt ? 
The Dire&tions that were given to the Juſtices 
and the Grand Furies were all repeated Apgra- 
vations of his Matter : and a little Oramnary 
Lawyer, without any other Viſible Merit, but 
an Outragious Fury in thoſe Matters, on which 
he has chiefly valued himſelf, was of a fuddea 
raken in his Majeſties ſpecial Favour, and raiſed 
upto the Higheſt "yo of the Law. All theſe 
things, led ſome of our Obedient Clergy, to 
look on ir asa piece of their Duty to the Kjng, 
ro encourage that Severity, of which the Court 
ſeemed ſo fond, that almoſt all people thought, 
they had ſer it up for a Maxime, from which 
they would never depart 1] will not pretend 
to excuſe all that has been done of late Years : 
bur it is certain, that the moſt crying Severities 
have been ated by perſons that were raiſed u 

to be Judges and Magiſtrates for chat very end: 


they were Inſtrudted, Truſted and Rewarded for 


it, both in the laſt and under the preſent Reign, 


 Church-preferments were diſtinguiſhed rather as 


Recompences of this devouring Zeal, than of 
a real Merit; and men of more moderate 
Tempers were not only ill lookt ar, but ill 
uſed. So that it is int ſelf very unreaſonable 
to throw the load of the late Rigour on the 
Church of England, without diſtinction : bur 
it is worſe than in good manners is fit to call ir, 
if this Reproach comes from the Court. And 
it is ſomewhat unbecoming to ſee that which 
was ſet on at one time, diſowned at another ; 
while yet he that was the chief Inſtrument in 
it is ſtill in ſo high a poſt ; and begins now to 
treat the men of the Church of England, with the 
ſame Brutal Exceſſes, that he beſtowed ſo late- 
ly and fo liberally on the Diſſenters; as it his 
deſign were to render himſelf equally odious 
to all Mankind. ; 

III. The Church of England may juſtly ex- 
poſtulate when ſhe is treated as Seditious 3 
after ſhe has rendred the higheſt Services to 
the Civil authority, that any Church now on 
Earth has done, She has beaten down all the 


Principles of Rebellion, with more Force and 


Learning than- any” Body of men has yet” 
done: and has run the hazard of Enraging Fer 
Enemies,and lofing Friends,even for thoſe, from 
whom the more learned of her Members ki.ew 
well what they might expet. Ard fince our 
Author likes the figure of a Snake in ones Bo- 
ſom ſo well ; I could tell him, that according 
to the Apologue, we took up and ſheltred-aa 
Intereſt, that was almoſt Dead, and by that 
warmth gave it Life, whigh yet now with the 
Snake in the Boſom, is like to bite us to Death. 
We do not ſay, that-we are the only - Church 
that has the Principles of Loyalty, but this me 
may (ay, that weare the Church in the World 
that carries them the - higheſt ; as we know a 
Church that of all others fiaks them the low- 
eſt. We do not pretend that we are inerrable 
in this Point, but acknowledge that ſome of our 
Clergy miſcarried in ic upon King Edwards Death: - 
Yet at the ſame time cthers of our Communion 
a :heie | more ſteadilyto their Loyalty in favore - 
of Q. Mary, than She did to the Promiſes that ſhe 
made tothem. Upon this Subject our Authar 
by this falfe Quotation of Hiſtory, forces' me to + 
ſer the Reader right, which if it proves tothe 
Diſadvantage of his Cauſe, his Friends may 
thank him for it, I will not enter inro ſo tedi- 
ous a Digreſſion, as the juſtifying Queen Eliqa- 
teths being Legitimate, and the throwing the 
Baſtardy on Queen Mery muſt carry me to;- 
this I will ply ſay, that it was make our,that 
according to the beſt ſort of Arguments, uſed 
by the Church of Rome , I mean the conſtant 
Tradition of all Ages, King Henry the Eighthis 
marrying with Queen Catherine,was Inceſtuous, 
and by conſequence Q. Mary was the Baſtard, 
and Q. Elizabeth was the Legitimate Iſſue. But 
our Author nor ſatisfied with detaming Queen 
Eo, tells us, that the Church of Eng- 
land was no ſooner ſet up by her, than She 
Enacted thoſe Bloody Cannibal Laws to Hang, 
Draw and Quarter the Priefts of the Living God: 
Bur fince theſe Laws diſturb him ſo much, . 
what does he think of th Laws of Buraing the 
poor Servants of the Living God, becauſe they 
cannot give Divine Worſhip to that which they 
believe to be only 'a Piece” of Bread > The 
Repreftncation..he gives of this part- of our - 
ory, is ſo falſe, thatthough. ppon Queen 
Elizabeths 


Elizabiths coming to the Crown , there were 
maily Complaints'exhibired of the illegal Vio- 
lences that Bonaer and ocher Butchers "hall 
committed, yer all theſe were ſtifled, and no 
Penal Laws were Enacted againſt thoſe of thar 
Religion. The popith Clergy were inceed 
"Turned out ; but they were well uſed, and had 
Penſions afligned them;(o ready was the Queen 
and our Church to forgive what was' paſt, and 
to ſhew all Gentlenels for the future. During 
the firſt thirreen' Years of her Reign, matter 
went on calmly,” without eny ſort of Severity 
"on the account of Religion, Burt then the 
reſtl-{s ſpirit of that Party, n to throw 
the Nation into violeat Convulſions. T he 
Po ed the Queen, and one of the Party 
had the Impudence to poſt up the Bull in Lon- 
don ; upon this followed ſeveral Rebellions, 
both in England and Ireland, and the Pipiſts of 
both Kingdoms entred into Confederacies with 
the King of Spain and the Court of Rome, the 
Prieſts difpoſed all the people that depended 
on them, to ſubmit to the Popes Authority in 
'thar Diſpoſition, and to reject, the Lueens ; 
Theſe endeavours, beſides open Rebelion, pro- 
duced many Secret Practices againſt her Life, 
All theſe things gave the riſe to the ſevere 
Laws, which began not to be enafted before 
the twentieth year of her reign. A War was 
formed by the Bull of Depoſition, berween- the 
Queen and the Court of Rome, (o it was a ne- 
cel{ary Piece of Precaution, to declare all rhofe 
:to be Treitors who- were the Miſſionaries of 
that Authority - which had ſtripe the Queen of 
hers ; yet thoſe Laws were not executed upon 
ſome Cogier Prieſts who had'the Honeſty to 
condemn the Depoſing Dottrine. As for the 
unhappy Death. of 'the Queen of Scotland, it 
was brought on bythe wicked Practices of her 
own Party, who fatally involved her in ſome 
of chem ; She was but a Subjett here in Eng- 
land; and if the Queen took a more Violent 
way, than was the decent for her own Security, 
here was no Difloyalcy nor Rebellion in the 
Church of Enetard, which owed her no fort 
of Allegiance. ' | ' JK" 
1V. -1-do not preterd ” that the Church of 
England has any great cauſe. ro value hey felf 
upon her' Fideticy- co -King Charles the Fiſt, 


the'Conrt of France, androthe 
rain, offering them{elves to any of theſe, that 


! 
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tho our Author 'would have ir paſs for the 
only thing of which She can boaſt . for I 
confeſs, the cauſe of the Church was ſo twi- 
fed with the King's, that Intereft and Duty 
wenr together : tho I will not go fo far as 
our Author, who ſays, That the Laws of Na- 
ture dictates to every Individual, to fight in 
his 'own Defence : This is 400 bold a thing 
to be delivered fo crudely at this crime. The 
Laws of Nature are perpetual," can never 'be 
cancelled by any ſpecial Law: So if theſe 
Gentlemen own ſo freely, thar this is a Law 
of Nature, they had beſt take care not tg 
—— Nature too much, leſt ſhe fly to rhe 
Relief that this Law may me her, unleſs ſhe 
is reſtrained by the Loyalty of our Church, 
Our Author values his Party jon rhei) 
Loyalty to King Charles the : buc 1 
muſt rake the liberty to ask him af whar Re- 
ligion were the Iriſh Rebels; and whar ſort of 
Loyaliy . was it, that they ſhewed either in 
che firſt Maffacre, or ia the progreſs of thar 
Rebellion ? Their Meſſages to the 'Pope, to 
ake” of Lor- 


would have undertaken to prote&t them, are 
acts of Loyalty which the Church of En2/2nd 


1s no ways inclined to follow: and the Au- 


thentical preofs of theſe things are ready to 
be produced.” Nor need I add to this, the 
hard terms that - they offered to the King, 


-and their ill uſage of thoſe whom he im- 


ployed. I could: likewiſe repreſs the* Inſq- 
lence -of this Writer, by telling him of the 
Slaviſh Submiſſions that their Party made ro 
Cromwet, both Father and Son. As for their 
Adhering ro King Charles the firſt, there is a 
peculiar Boldneſs in our Authors Afertion, 


-who fays, thar.they had no Hope nor Inter- 
'elt in -thar Cauſe : The State of that Cour: 


is not fo quite forgot, but that we do well 


remember whar Credit the Queen had with 


the King, and whar Lopes She gave the Par- 
y ; yet they did nor ſo entirely eſpouſe the 


King's Cauſe, but that they had likewiſe a 


flying Squadron -in the Parliaments Army, 
how boldly foever this may be denied by oyr 


- Author, for this I will give him a proof, that 
-15 beyond- exception, in @ Dechare:ion of that 


Kings, 


, 
i 
- 
6 


* Tas h 


* Ss 


Tag, fo Be ingdom of Scotland, bea- 
ring Date the 21ſt. of April 1643. which is 
printed over and over again ; And as an Au- 
thor that writes the H; ory of the late Wars, 
had afſured us the clean Draught of 1', cor- 
reed in ſome places with the King's own 


Hand, is yet extant: fo that it cannot be pre- 


tended, that this was only a bold Afſertion of 
ſome of the Kings Minijters, that mighe be 
ill affefted to their Party. In that Declaration 
the King ſtudied to poſſeſs his Subjects of 
Scotland with the Juſtice of his Caule, and a- 
mong other things, to clear himſelf of that 
Impuration that be had an Army of Papiſts 
about him, after many things ſaid on thac 
head, theſe words are added : © Great numbers 
© of that Religion . have been with greas Alacrity 
© entertained in that Rebellious Army againſt us : 
© and others have been ſeduced, to wh:m we had 
© formerly denied Imployments ; as appears” by the 
* Examination of many Priſoners, of whom we 
© have taken twenty and thirty at 4 time of one 
© Troop of Company of that Religion. I hope our 
Author will not have the Impudence to di- 
ſpute che "Credit that .is due to this Teſtimo- 
ny: but no Diſcoveries, how evident ſoever 
they may be, can affect ſome fort of men; 
that have a Secret againſt bluſhing. * 


V. Our Author exhorts us, to change our 
Principles of Loyalty, and to take Example 
of 'our Catholick Neighbours, how to behave 
our ſelves towards a Prince, that is not of our 
Perſwaſion : Bur would he have us learn of 
our Iriſh Neighbours, to cut our Fellow Sub- 
jets T hroats; and rebel againſt our King, be- 
cauſe he is of another Religion? for chat is 
the freſheſt Example that any of our Catholick 
Neighbours haye ſer ns : and therefore I do 
not look ſo far back, as toWe Gunpowder-plor, 
or the League of France in the laſt Age. He 
reproaches us for failing in our Fidelity to our 
King. Bur in this matter we appeal to God, 
Angels and Men; and, in particular, to His 
Majeſty. Let our Enemies ſhew any one 
Point of our Duty, in which we have failed : 
far as we cannot be charged for having preacher 
any Sedirious Do&trine, ſo we are not want- 
ing ia the Preaching of the Duries of Loy- 
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, even when we ſee what they are lixet9 
coſt us. The Point which he fingles out ' is, 
That we have failed in thatagratetul R 
that we owed His Majeſty for his Promi 
Maintaining our Church as iris Eftabli 
by Law ; face upon that we ought to have 
repealed che Sanguinary Laws, and the late 
impious Teſts: rhe former being enacted-ca 
ma!ntain the Uſurpations of, Queen Elizabeth ; 
and the other being comrived to exclode the 
preſent King, We have noe failed to pay 
all the Gratitude and oy that was p 
in return to his Majefties Promiſe ; which we 
have carried ſo far, that we are become the 
Obje&t even of our Enemies Scorn by 'it. 
With all Humility be it ſaid, that if His Ma- 
jeſty had promiſed us afarther Degree of His 
Favour, than that of which the Law had ab 
ſured us, it mighe have been expeRted, that 
our return ſhould have a degree of Obedience 
beyond that which was required by Law; ſo 
thar che return of the Obedience injoyned by 
Law, anſwers a Promiſe of a ProteCtion ac- 
cording to Law; yer we carried this matter 
farcher' for as was ſer forth in the beginning 
of this Paper, we: went on in ſo high __—_ 
of Compliance and Confidence, that we 
the cenſures of the whole Nation on us : tior ' 
Guld any Jealoufies or Fears give us the leaſt 
Apprehenfions, till we were fo hard preſſed 


in matters of Religion, that we could be'\no / 


longer filent ; The ſame Apoſtle that- caughe 
us to Honour the _— likewiſe, 
we muſt obey Cod rather than Man. 
Author knows the Hiſtory of bur Laws ill ; 
for beſides what has been already ſaid, touch- 


ing the Laws made by Queen Elizabeth, the 


ſevereſt of our Penal Laws, and that which 
troubles him and his Fri moſt, was paſt 
by King Famer after the Gunpowder-plot 3 a 
provocation that might haye well Juſtified e- 
ven greater Severities. But tho our Author 
may hope to Impoſe on an Ignorant Reader, 
who may be apt ro believe Implicitly, what he 
ſays concerning the Laws of the laſt Age, yet 
it was too bold for him to aſſert, the 
Teſts, which are fo lately made, were con- 
trived to exclude the preſent King : when 
there was not a thought of Excluſion many 

ij Years 
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; Years after the firſt was made; and the Duke 
. was accepted out of the ſecond by a ſpecial 


time that it is .named, it will make People 


call ro mind, the Service that the Church of. 


. England did in that matter, and that will car- 
ry with it a Reproach of. Ingraticude that 
. needs not be 


ments, contained in it a -Declaration of the 
King's being an Idolater, or-as he makes it, a 
. Pagan: which is not at all in it, but in the 


other for the Members of Parliament, in 
which there is, indeed, a Declaration, That 


- the Church of Rome is guilty of Idolatry ; . 


which is done- in general terms, . without. ap- 

ying it to His Jeſty as.our Author does : 
1148 this he would infer, that His Majeſty 
is not ſafe till the Teſts are taken away : bur 
we have given ſuch Evidences of our Loyal- 
ty, that . we -have -plainly ſhewed this to; be 
_ falſe, fince- we de openly declare, that our 

hp np ing is not founded on his being 

of. this or that Religion ; ſo that His Majeſty 
has a full Security from our Principles, tho' 
the Teſts continue , fince- there is no reaſon 
that we, who did run the hazard of being 
Tuined by the Excluders, when the T ide was 
ſo- againſt us, would. fail His Majeſty 
now, when our Intezeſt and Duty are joyned 
rogether : but if the Teſts are taken away, it 
. is certain that we can have no Security any 
Jonger ; for we ſhall then be laid open to.the 
Violence of . ſuch reſtleſs - and 11}-natured 


yen, as the Author of this Paper and. his- 


are. 


VI. The ſame reaſon that made our Savi- 
our refuſe-to throw himſelf down irom the 
Roof of the Temple, when the Devil tem- 
pted him to it, in the vain Confidence, that 
Angels muſt be aſſiſtant to- him to preſerve 
him, holds good in our Caſe. Our Saviour 
ſajd, Thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God. And 
we dare not truſt our ſelves to the Faith and 
to-the Mercies of a Society, that is but roo 
well known to the World, to pretend, that 
we ſhould pull down our Pales, to let in 


aggravated, - He alſo confounds | 
the rwo Teſts, as if that for publick Imploy- 


ſuch Wolves among us. C9d and the Laws 


we think it argues no diſtruſt, eicher of God, 
or the truth of our Religion, to ſay , that 
we cannot by. any a&t of our own, lay our 
ſelves open, and throw -away that Defence. 
Nor would we willingly expoſe His Ma- 
jelty to the unwearied . Sollcitations of a fort 
of Men, who, it we may Judge of that which 
is-to come, by that which is paſt, would 
ive him no reſt, if once the Reſtraints of 

w were taken off, but would drive mat- 
ters: to thoſe Extremiries, to which we ſee 
their Natures carry them headlong. 


VII. Thelaſt Paragraph is a itrain worthy 
of that School that bred our Author ; he ſays, 
* His Majeſty may withdraw his Royal Prote&jon 
© from the Church of England which was promiſed 
* her upon the account of her conſtant Fidelity; and he 
brings no other Proof to confirm ſo bold an 


Afertion but a falſe Axiome of that deſpiſed - 


Philoſophy, in which he was bred: - Ceſſante 
cauſa tollitur Effeftus. This is indeed ſuch-an In- 
digaity ro His Majeſty, that I preſume to ſay 
it _ COIIe everence, = ſeare the laſt 
perſons whom he ought to pardon, that have 
the boldneſs to C2 
Faith of a Prince, which is the chief Security 


of Government, and the Foundation of all the - 


Confidence that a Prince can -promife himſelf 
from: his People, and which, once blaſted, can 


never. be- recovered: Equivocations may be - 
with leſs danger by - 


both taught and praftiſc 
an Order that has little Credic to loſe; but 


nothing can ſhake Thrones ſo much, as ſuch + 


treacherous Maxims.1 muſt alſo ask our Author, 
in what point @Fidelity has our Church failed 


ſo far, as to make her forfeit her Ticle to His - 
-Majeſties Promiſes -for as he himſelf has ſtated 


this matter, it comes all to this. The King 
promiled that he would maintain the Church of 
England as Eſtabliſhed by Law. Upon which 
in Gratitude he ſays, that the Charch of Eng- 
land, was bound to throw up the chief Security 
that ſhe had in her Eſtabliſhment by Law ; 
which 1s, that all who are intruſted either with 


the Legiſlative or the executive Parts of our - - 


Ciovernment, 


wd hath, given us a legal Security, and His Maje- - 
Proviſe. But theſe Gentlemen will do well . it — VE Jo © rs cas 


.  ſty. has promiſed ro -maintain us in it: and ' 
never to mention the Excluſion ; for every' 


a point-as the - 


< 


Government,” muſt be of her Communion ; 
- and if the Church of England is not 40 "Tame 
and ſo Submiſſive, as to part with This, then 
the King is free from his Promiſe, and may 
withdraw his Royal ProteCtion; t I 
muſt crave leave to tell him, that the Laws 
ve the Church of England a Right to that 
eftion, whether His Majeſty had pro- 
miſed ir or not. . 
Of all the Maxims in the World, there 1s 
' none more more hurrtful to the Government, 
in-our-preſeat Circumſtances, than the ſaying, 


- Failure inthe one, cuts 0 
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That the Kings promiles and. the * peop 
fidelity ought ro be Reciprocal ; and - 


= 
terrible, if the Loyalty of the ſo much 
oyad Church of England, does net put @ ſtop - 
0 them. | 


that may be drawn from 
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A LETTER, containing ſome Remarks on the Two Papers, writ by His late Majeſty King Charles the 


\ Second, concerning Relegion. | 


-8 TR, | | 
PF "Thank -you for the ewo Royal Papers 
that eonfiave ſent me : I had heard of them 


before, but now we have them ſo well atreſted, 
"that there is no hazaid of being. decei- 
ved by a falfe Copy : you expe that in return, 
I ſhould let 
© havemmade upon me. 1 pay all the reverence 
"that-is due to a Crown'd Head, even in Aſhes; 
[ro which I-will never be wanting : far leſs am 
I capable of ſuſpecting the Royal Arteſtarion 
that accompanies them z of the truth of which 
I take it for granted no man doubts ; bur I 
muſt crave leaye to tell you, that I am confi- 
. dent, the late King only copied them, and thar 
they are not of his Compoſing : for as they 
have nothing of that free Air, with which he 
, Expreſſed himſelf; . ſo there is a Contexture in 
them, that does not look like a Prince 3 and 
the beginning of the firſt ſhews it was the effe&) 
of a Converiation, and was communicated to 
another: ſo that Iam apt to think they were 
Compoſed by another, ard wereTo well reliſh- 
. edby the late King, that he thought fit to keep 
them, in order to his examining rhem more 
particularly: and that he was prevailed with to 
. Copy them, leſt a Paper of that nature might 
have been made a Crimefif it had -been found a- 
bout him written by any other hand: and I 
could name one or two perſons, who as they 
were able enough to Compoſe ſuch papers, fo 
had power enough over his Spirit to engage 
him to Copy them, and to put themſelves out 
pf danger by reſtoring the Original. 

"You oughr to addreſs your ſelf ro the Learn- 
ed Divines of our Church, for an anſwer to 
ſuch things in them as puzzle you, aud not to 
one that has not the honour to be of that Bo- 
. dy, and that has now carried a Sword for ſome 
time, and imploys the leiſure that at any time 
he injoys, rather in Philoſophical and Mathe- 
matical Enquiries than in matters of Contro- 
verſie. There is indeed one conſideration that 
determined me more ea{ily to comply with your 
defires, which is, My having had che honour 
to difcourſe co m_ of thoſe matters with 
the late King kimſe f: and he —_— propo- 


ſed tro me ſome of the paiticulars that I find in 


you know, what Impreſſion they - 


with my elf, 


thoſe Papers, and I having ſaid ſeveral things 
to him, in aaſwer to thoſe 'Heads, which. he 


. offered to me only as —_ with which 


he ſeemed fully ſatisfied, 1am rhe morewilling 
to communicate to you, that which I took the 
liberty to lay before His late Majeſty on feve- 
Tal occaſions : the particulars on which he 1n- 
ſed in diſcourſe with me, were the #ſeleſmneſs 
of a Law without a Fudge, and the. neceſſity of an 


-- Infallible Tribunal, 10 determine . Controverſies 3 


to which. he- added, the many Sefs that were.in 
England, which ſeemed 19 be a neceſſary conſe+ 
quence of the Liberty that every one took to interpret 
the Scriptures : and he often repeated that of the 
Church of Englands arguing, from the Obligation 
to obey the Church, againſt the Sefaries, which be 
thought was of no force, unleſs they allowed more 
Authority to the Church than they ſeemed willing 
to admit, in their Di(pu:es with this Church f 
Rome. But upon the whole macter, I will 
efleftions, that will,- I hope, 


offer you ſome 
be of as great weight with you, as they are 


I. All Arguments that prove upon ſuch ge- 
neral Conſiderations, that there ought to bean 
Infallible Judge named by Chriſt, and cloathed 
with his Auchoricy, ſignify nothing, unleſs it 
can be ſhewed us, in what Texts of Scripture 
that nomination is tobe found ; and till thar is 
ſhewed, they are only, Arguments broughe to 
prove that Chriſt ought to have done ſomewhat that 
he has nx done. So theſe are in effc&t ſo many 
Arguments againſt Chriſt, unleſs ir appears 
that he has Authorized ſuch a Judge : there- 
fore the right way to end this diſpute, is, To 
ſhew where tuch a Conſtitution is Authorized: 
So that the moſt that can be made of this, is, 
T hat it amounts to a favonrable preſumprion, 

IT. Iris a very-unreaſonable thing for us to 
form preſumptions, of what is, or ought to be, 
from Inconveniences that do ariſ.:, in caſe that 
ſuch things are nor: for we may carry this ſo 
far, that it will not be eaſje to ſtop it. It ſeems 
more ſuirable to the infinite Goodneſs of God, 
to commuaicate the knowledge of himſelf 
to all mankind, and to furniſh every Man 
with ſuch afſiſtances as will certainly pre- 
vail over him. It fſcems allo > 
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Bxpoſtionoftheſe mult ie reſeredrothePrich 
gd 'Sagbedrin, it being. provided in 
ther Law ( Den 17:8. | Controverfier 
aerated Oo fem chaghs 

were to go to the piece ' 
and - to. - Priefts of the Tribe: of | Levi, 


and 19 the in thoſe days, and that They were 
to declare Jace was right, and to their. deciſion all 


were obliged to ſubmit, under p-in of Death : S0 By jiidgin 


war by chis it appears,” that che: Pzi-ftin rhe 
Jewiſh Religion were. authoriſed itt ſo extra« 
ardinary a manner, thac I dare fay, .rhe Church} 

f Rome would not wiſh for.a more formal Te-. 

imony on her , behalf : As for our Saviours. 
Miracles, theſe were not ſufficient neither, un-. 
les his ,Def4jne_ was*firſt found to be good 5+ 


Atſhon, but were to put 
ſying, thar Chriſt by making Himſelf-one with 


and of the, ſes concerhibg, uhe. Meſſpar, 
and ina ward,. of the ;whole.marter. Sothar, 
if theſe Reaſonings are now, good againſt rhe . 


Meſſi 3 fo that even the Apofties 
themſelves had vor quice ſhaken off choſe pre- 
juice. az . the time. of our . Saviow's Af... 


ſhort of \ proving thar for w 
| ed. muſtarlſt be acnom As 
; Hor an Endence great e 20 prove ſo inm-- 
. Portant acruth, = fone wenl 


kewiſe the proofs for it niuſt have an- undewiale 
dence, - : f LE 351: nt 


cention.” So that Tere" s Cliurch, 'rharwey 
fil rhe Church of 


64. ROT the Pxptrtons of Ther I 


Errots,'from hich particdlar 
way to 'extricaze themſelves, bur by 
ing the Do&rine and. Texts of Scriprure, atid- 

judgingof them! according to the Eridende! 
of-Truthj/ arid «the-force and freedom of rheirs, 
Faculties. . - 131 


en .4 3 A 4 39 *:1 

- VIE. It ſeems-Evident; that the paſſyge (TfÞ 
the Church) te'ongs only ro the_ reconciling of 
Differences : that of binding and boſong, accord=-- 
ing to cthe-uſe of thoſe* rexms amorig the Fews- 
ſignifies only att Authority thar-was giverr/ro/ the" 


Apoſiles, of giving precepts, bywhichmenwere - 
ro be ol ed ro lachDacies or fet at liberty from 


, them:an an. "0g Gap od toons bu 
iſtian 


the Church) ſignifies, that theC Religion 


, was never tocome toan end; or to : and 
: tharof (Chriſts being with the Apoſtles +0 rhe the - 
| of che world Yimpoyes billy #ſpecial condbt ane 


mm whych mms, "0M 

r ag The promiſe, 1 will nor {eve - thee nor 
forſake” thee; that be 1 to every''C iſtian, 
does nor import an nf allibility * no'moredots 


the other, | And for thoſe paſſages | 
( the ſpirit of | God that ſearches all things ir 
Main chat in :them'St; Pau ib Ade 


| divine Inſpiration, by which the Chriſtian Kel. 


ion was then opened to the World, which he 
ers in oppoſition to the bees 
they hive' 


of the Greeks ; To:tha one 
3 10:renar as 


'* 
- 


ſirice 'ris a.matrer of ſo: vaſt: : ther: 
m3:73 
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judge bur God. A ſecond view of Rel. 


ricy of infect 
none bur the Legillarive rhemſelves have an An- 


- bn 


to the Law ; ſo ic is nor 


: 
: 
2, 
: 
: 
; 
: 


iperfons may be ſuppoſed as comperenc 
'Fadges of 'that, as in civil Marters they 
'may © be of the Rebellion of the Judges, 
_ in that caſe rhey are bound £0 
-maintain their Obedience ro Jeſus Chriſt, In 
-marters indifferenr, Chriſtians are bound, for 
the preſeryacion of Peace and Liniry, roacquieſce 


lar - fallibiliry of che Church ſignify no: 
c 


39) + 
in the Decifions of the Church, and jn marrer__ 
juſtly doubeful, or of (mall z , tho?- 
they are convinced char the Paſtors hayc erred, 


are obliged co be filent, and 

ara reve awd gt woes it ic. 
if ic is viſible, chac che Paſtars do Rebel againſt 
the Sovereign of the Church, I mean C ft, che . 


ppeal to char 
and.chere ir muſt he,, The Church " 
uſe chis-Auchoricy wich due Diſcretion, and che, | 


ry and modeſty, rhere would be na be 
danger of many Diviſioas;. bur this is the grear. 
Secrer of the providence.of God, that mea are 
ſtill men, and. boch Paſtors and People mix 
cheir Paſſions and Intereſts ſo with marters of 
Religion, that as there 15 a great deal of fin 
aud vice till in the World, { char ic appears 
in-che Macters of Felgon as well as in ocher 
things :. but che ill. Conſequences of this; rho" 
they are bad cnough, yer are nor equal Effects, 
that ignoraur Superſtirion, and obedicar Zeal 
have produced in che World, Wirneſs the Re. 
bellions and Wars for eſtabliſhing the Worſhip 


neceſſary of 1 the Croiſſades againſt the Saracens, 


, 

in which many millions wereloſt; choc againſt 
Hereticks, and Priaces depo by Popes, which 
laſted for ſome Ages ; and the Mallacre of Paris, 
wich the Buccheries of che Duke of Alva in che 
laſt Age, and chat of Treland in «his : which 
are, I ſe far greater Miſchiefs  than- an) 
. that can be Imagined. to ariſe our of a 
ep na of Opinions; and the wr; —_ of- 

Church, nocwichſtanding all choſe unhax 

Renes rhatare in ic, is 2 much more defira- 

rhing, chan che groſs Ignorance and h{ind 
« — charreigns in {taly and Spain ac chis 


$4 _ | 
IX. All theſe reaſonings cohcerning the In- 
rl hing, unleſs 
wecah certainly know, whicher we muſt go 
for this Decifion : for while one Party ſhews us, 
thar ic muſt be in che. Pope, or is no where, and 
_*anocher Party ſiys ir Cannot be in the Pope, be 
cauſe as many Popes have erred, (> this is a 
Dodrine that was not known in the Church for 
2 mage” # that has been diſpuced 
2 ever 


0 38) 


ever- fince ir was ed, we zre 4ri the 
Tp HK char if'ir not 


frek for it; for rhe cone 


char what ever St. Peter may 

p ro have hat, the Scriptute ſys not 

of his Succeffors at Rome 3 {© ar leaft 

cfits is for ſo clear,” as amatrer of this' conſe-. 
hav e bern, if Chriſt ack mag 


= hoof wi Yonder bode is 6. 


ly we hb forme woke and- ad crlon 


ifrervals ;, andas irwas nox in the Church, for 

on cſt 20 years; (6, ir has nor been in rhe 
arch theſe taſb laſbrzo years, It is | wg ron alſo, 

ries Regulation given im 

ures, concerning'this great 5 fembly, who he 

# right. corome and Yore; and whatforfeics this 

right, 2od wha numbers muſt -concur in a 


Decition, ro atfure us of the Infallibificy of the | 


Judgment. It is cerrain, there” way never a 
Grneral Council of alt rhe Paſtors of the Church : 
apes yp neue ARs, were oe 
rhe Councils of the Roman Empire, bur for 


Churches, thar were” oben nr rhrt a 
or che Eaſtern rawkaly s 'r 
ofthe Roman Empire, as ? hoy Le gabry noc be * 
þ ore ed by rfl 2he1 ner elec ſo ir is 
unfeſs one 


do ewy ewo of wg be pag ar. poop 


was a 
Corner of ny 6 agrorhe _ 
unleſs ir can = the Pope has Has 


Abſolure poo! par cur off ' whole Churches 
from.cherr right. of coming ro Councils, rhere 
0 aaedy, nb. 

in the World, ever _— oth 

| have excommaunicaced” all rhe 
upoe fuck rtifling reafons, thar their own Wri- 
rcrs.are now aſhamed of rhem ; and I wilt 'ask 
. no more of a Mag of a Comperenr underftanding 
to farisfie him that the Councif of Frenr was-no 
* "General Cauncil, Aciing Ta char Freedom that 


and'rhar yer it is not cer-- 


- reafonable 


we fi 


became Biſhops, ehan thar he'willibe. ar rhe 


1 xm wag wearer” of 
fo _y = 


ng aviſiole , 6 more likely ro:beexac, 
bong Specularion os In 


_ who faw the Spoſtics, of che Reign of 
Chriſt for « Thoufand Y ears upon Earth ;. and. 
ifrhoſe who had- Macters ar ſecond: hand. from. 
the Apoſtles, could be thus muſtaken, jt is more 


to-apprehend greater Errors ac ſuch 
ndiſtance. A Tradition — the _ 


Tranſlation of the 950 = ro haye boon. 
the. 


- 
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the effe& ofa miracutors Infpiracion, till Sainc 


- was revered, if you 


py 1 Father Petax-will farwsfic you as the Sacrament :: 
to the Period before the Councit of Nice, :concerning 


. and. the learned Dr. Cudworth as to the ſecand 


' In all which particulars it appears, how. variable 


x Thing Tradicion- is. And apon the whole 
- Matter -the examining Traditzon thus, is ſlill a 
+ qe. 
0NR.- Bitiin the Authoiiry: chin maſt deevds 
Controverſies, hes: iv the 'Body of the. Paſtors. 


- frarerediaverthe World, which is the aft re- . 


and as 


weachmenr, here 


-the ene: is, Nowcarn webe. that rhe pre-- 
ſent Paſtors of the Church are derived in a juſt 


Succeſſion from the Apoſtles : there are no Re-. 


giſters cm that prove this : So char we have 


then in ocherNactery and they are fo difle 
rent in the firſb links of that Chain, chat imme- 


cardly faccerded! the rhar che» utmoſt | 
can be made of.chis" is, here is an Hiſtorical 
Relation bar here is noctng | 
to foundourFaith:ſo that if a ſucceſſion from rhe 


A rimes,. is neceflary to the Conſticution 
that Church, ro which we muſt ſubmic our 
ſelves,. we- know not where to findh it + clades 
-#liac, the DoRrinetf the. neceflixry of che [nacer= 
tan of the: Minifler to rhe Validity-of a Sicts- 


. ment; chan 5-us/ into fnextricable: cafticulrics. : 
-kknow they generally. (ay, chat by cht1aucnehn. 


ſome Hiſtories; thac.are,4o 
"care e we'find many-mrſtakes in - 


\the 
forehne 1 


Rubrics that are art the begin 


Diines urge it roo mach x rill cart over the 
Liound upon the. head 


by $. 


and there is 00 livieg that 


nd er mars Man. to: knew-20 know, $0- 
['S] 
Swdy, People have. ne other cermaacy can 


their Cuzare and Confeftor.: finee; chey canner 


examine vehac 13.genczally received. So thatje 
— fi — —_— 
are or. we. of a 

- O_o inf} 21k; rote 9 the: 

urch of Rome, that do not acknowledge t 

Infallibility of the Pope : for he is nor Infallible, 
rhey ng other. Fudge; that can grerend. ro 
fe. were 4b eaſt io ſhew, char ſotne Bo- 
Quins. have beewas univerſally received recerv- 
ed\in ſome Ages, as they. have beer rejeted 
In othersz, which, ſhews, thar. the. DGQuyne of 


the preſent Chyrch,is nor always a ſure tacaſure, 
or: fine) >, the. Norge: (of the. 
Popes Power, ts, depoſe Heretical, Princes Was re- 


ceived witour \ the leuſt itioo: and chis 
cannor be doutxed by any that knows whit has 


- becachc Stare of the Church Gace the End: of 


the- clevench. Cenrury.s and yer. 1 believe few 


. Princes , wank; aliaw- this, gorvichitauging all 


> apa ne renee fo- many. Ages. go 


#» I:cqulab narry this eo agreat mapy 
_- ; her. 
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- other Tnſtances,. tiur'i- firgie our rh becduſe i& | 

EI - 

. 19:1131C bY.#380 :,' \ aq 4 

Upots che whole Mater , it; can never enecr Popes 

4rd wy wind; this God who-hax © mani. bi 
char narurally en 


Creature, reafons,and 
rhac feels as ſenſible a re whethe can:give 
himſelf a accoune of his ations, as on 


enmacutrtieatbdetme the firit Poſt Heer his lare Majeftics Papers 
- were ſcne into the-Countrey ;- ſome that. ſaw it, iked:ir well, and wiſhed it ro have it pub» 
lick, and the rather, becauſe the Writer. did nor fo enrirely confine himſelf tothe Reaſons thac 


"Cauſe required, ſeemed more agreeing to 
cularly ro rhe Memory of SS 
- adviſeable ro procuce a Licence. for rhe Princing this Lerter, it has been PRETIING 
ill now : thoſe who have boaſted much of the Shortneſs of the late Kings - and of- the 
- length of the Anſwers that have been made to them, will ry be» 
*cvocn them and thisAnſver 30 FAr..”: - 30 23508 3:4 


79 Citation. of Gilbert Biitner, D. D.' To Af, in Scordand! on 
the 27th. June 01d Stile, for igh Treaſon : Together with 
his Anſwer ; and Three Letters writ by bim, - upon that Sub- 
Je, tothe Right Honourable the Earl 4 Mudletoune, bis Ma- 
Jeſties Secretary of State, ,. 


Know the SR 'of pleading ones | had 
Innocence, eſpecially when he is proſe- + pe 
rt x uit *of his Naearal Prince, to there is both a time to be filens, and a zime to 

whom! he owes ſo'profound if Daty'and this has - ſpeak + ; 

* kept me ſo loby CA Heng, aker | 
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take the Liberty which the other allows me : but the Honour of that Holy Rel gion: which I 
bu : where. I. and-che Regard I bear ro that Sacred 
he ro ſpeak; for I have made many humble Fun&ion to which I am dedifared, tay ſuch 
is Maj Earl of Midletaune igatians an.me,.thar am determined by. 
them, ro declare my Innocence to the World, 
which I intend to do more copiouſly within a 
- : little while: Þyr Kithe mean rime, I hope the 
following Papers will ſerve ro ſhew how clear” 
had poſſefled His Majeſty againſt me. I am of all che Matters that are laid tro my 
Upon the firſt Notice thac I had of His Ma- Charge. a NMno? men Bn" <3 walii 
jeſtics having writ fo rhe Privy Councel in There is one particular which 15 come to my 
'be- fided) ourzas: Knowledd, fmce: F-wricmy Anfver, that *y 
| E wric my: Firſt- mor6\evidendy diſcover my avgcence FI 
:-in-thar T.cogld enter into no Particu-' have recely'd certain Informations from E 
lars ; for in the Advertiſement that was ſenx /and, that both. Sir Fobn Cochran and his Son, 
me; "ir: was | ſaid; 'thar-rhere was ,no ſperial aid: Mr,” Baxtery. have declared upon many 
Narrter'laicev my ohavge-in tho. King's Lerrer Qees 
Some days afaer thary 1 received a Copy. ofrmy. 106 4magin 
Giration; «0 whichtT\prcfenely-wrir'an Anſwery nefles againſt we 3 that they cay Farce bolicye, 
| \rhae | | 1b Rican. be nerves; fince rl ""ophIg. thag. 
; cat be any way to my Prejudice; 'and chat they. 


mw they\know: nething rel; 0c; of 50 the 


te ſdr1darttry of 1dn,therefore Crimes 
- the Srate «muſt; be. pretended, and. faſtned 


| thoſe whom theſe Men interid to-deſtro And. 
as foul and black Scandals are, invemed to- de- 
if-' fame me, and put in the niouths of-choſe-who . 


- are ready to believe and report 
without 


10-/ may. me, 
ar 7 they do a thing that is' a$cunbecoming/ them, + 
; ai 1s Baſe and Unjuſt'3 4t ſelf,; ſo.all. Arzs, 
and are-uicd ro:deftroy me3 bur {ouſt to.che-pro®} 

i reQion of rhax Great: G ON twho ſees che. gn, 
jbſtice rhar is "dine mez and who-will-in jus) 
own Time. and Way vindicaree»my.Iat hs 
. and under-fiim' 1. cruſt to the ProceRjon ofthe . 


» 


; HIGH: \ ATKS: OE HOLz, 
AND WEST-F _ 


lacs pryvabtecl! 


believe chem, as to drive this matter ſofar; LAND. 


SLAND. 
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| My Firſt Letter to rhe Earl of Midictoune. 

Mey h pla you Loni, ; T7. NT vits hate i ſts 


DEE neaf= 
e bg R 
> lan Aﬀverifonens fr Scodland, 


that the King has writ to the 
me 
Alc Een, LEES 
this,” t w_ 
_ in wh World 
fy ms, the mates nl} needs Ss an _ | 

tr] more and preach' I | 

| ED 2 NID: 
alt EEESSES . his theaghes, til 1 


, ray avi CrAIZIYIEDTS 


nature to paſs npot 


—_— nor ſeem-any one: Pep! 
England that ix o-bow'd 
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* The Criminal Letters at the Inſtance of the Lord Advocate? 
againſt Door Gilbert Burner. : 


AMES, &yc. To our Lovits, Cc. Herauls, Pur- 
ſevants, Macers and Meſſengers at Arms, our 
Sheriffs in that part conjun&ly and feverall 
imlly conſticuts, Greeting. Forſameikle as it 

15 humbly meaned and codalined1o ths be Our 

Righe Truſtic and Familiar Councellor, Sir John 
the Younger, of Stair, our Advocate 

for our Intereſt, upon DoRor Gilbert Burner, 


That where, notwithſtan4ing by the Laws and- 


A®ts of Parliament, and conſtant pratique of this 
our Kingdom, the venring of flanderous, Tres- 
ſonable and adviſed Speech-s and Pofirions, and 
the ——_—— Perſon, Eſtate and Go- 


vernment, and Recon ſ aupIOGs Aiding, 


Afiting, intercomoning wit Favours 
to denoutced Rebels, or-forfaulred Traitors, a 
puniſhable by forfaulrure of Life, Land and 

and parricularly by the 1.3. 4. ARtof 8.P.K. Ja.6. 


Ir is Srature Ordained that non of our Subjets, of- 


wharſoever Degree, Eſtate or Quality, ſhall pre- 
ſame or rake upon hand, privatelie or publicklie, 
in Sermons, Deelamarions, or - Familiar Confe- 
rences. to vos Free 
Speeches,ro the Diſdain,Reproach, or Concem 

of Us, our Council or dings or to the di- - 
ſhonour, hurt or prejudice of Us, or to meddle in 
Afﬀairs or Eſtate by-gone, preſent, or in time 
coming. undey the pain of Death, and Confiſca- 
tion of Moveables : And be the 10 At 10 P. K. 
Ja-6. It is Srarure and Ordained, that all our Sub- 


jeRs contain themſelves in Quierneſs and duriful. 


Ohedicnee ro Us, our Government and Authori- 
ty, and that none of them preſume nor take upon 
hand publicklie to declame or privarelie to ſpeak 
or write any Purpoſe of Reproach or Sclander 


ag#inſt our Perſon, Eſtate or Government, or to 


deprave our Lawsand Aas of Pariiamenr, or miſ- 
conſtrue our Proceedings, whereby any Diſ-like 
may he moved berwixc Us, our Nobility and lo- 
ving SubjeRts in rime coming, under rhe Pain of 
D=ath, and that rhes that do inthe Contrair ſhall 
be repure as ſedirious and wicked Inſtruments, 


Fnemies to Us and the Common-weel of this. 


Realm, and thar the (a3d paine of Death ſhall be 
inflited wipon them with all'Rigour 1n Example 
of others. And be the ſecoud Act 2. Sefl, of the 


it is lawful for Subje&s erence of Refor- 
pO 


or untrue - 


.as Archbald Coampbel, 


firſt Parliament of K. Ch. 2. We and our Eftates 
of Yarliament do declare, that thes Poſitions, that, 


mation, or any other pretence , tO 
enter into —— to take up 
Arms againſt Us, or thes Commiſſionart by Us, | 
or to purr limitarions upon their due Obedience 
and Allegeance, are Rebellious and Treaſonable, 
and that all Perſons who ſhall by Wriring, Preach-, 
ing, or other malicious and adviſed ing, EX- 
preſs thes Treaſonable Intentions, ſhall be th 
ceeded againſt and adjudged Traitors, and 

ſuffer of Life, Lands and Goods, lyke as. 
by the third A&.1. P. of K. Ja. 1. and 37. Afro 
his ſecond Parliament, and be the 9g. AQ of 14+; 

, K. 2. and 144. A& 12, P, ad ov 

gd diverſe and ſundry other Laws and A&P of 
Parliamcne of this our Kingdom ; It is declared 
High Treaſon far any of our Subjects ro Rece 
Supply or Intercoman with declared or forfairÞ 
ed Traitors, or give them Mear, Drink, Hous, 
Harbour, or any Relief ar Comfort, and if they 
do in the Contrair, they are to undergo the ſame. 
Pains the ſaid Traitors or Rebels to have, 
ſuſtain'd, if they had bein appr ed, 

- Nevertheleſs, It is of Verity, that the ſaid Do- 
Qor Gilbert Burnet, ſhaking off all Fear of God,, 
Conſcience. and Senſe of Dury, Allegiance and 
we Us his Sovereign and Native Prince: 
upon. the Safetie of. whoſe Perſon and Mainttr; 
nance of whole Sovereign Authority and Prince-+ 
ly Power, the Reppinckh Scabilirte and Quic 
of our Subjefts do __ Hes moſt pe ily 
and treaſohably preſumed ro commit, and." 1s 
guilty of the Grimes above mentioned in (ua far. 
ſomeume_ Earl of Argy/e 5; 
Fames Stewart, Sohe10 Sir Fames St:wark, ſomes; 
tme Provoſt of Edinburg 3 Mr. Robert Fexguſm,. 
ſamecune Chaplain to the late Earl of Shaftshary; 
Thomas Stewart of Cultneſs, William Denholn, ſorne-. 
time of Weſt-ſbeils; er Robert Mariin, ſorac- 
time Clerk to our Juſtice Courr, and ſeveral other: - 
Rebels aud Traitors, being moſt, juſt}y by. our 
High Couers of Parliament, and ;Juſiice Courts, 
Forfaulted for the Crimes of Treaſon, and. fled; 
to our Kuigdom of —— aud/ta Hollmd, Flang 


ders, 


1 
"0 
; 
- 
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ders, Geneva, and feveral other Placed. "The faid 
Dr. Gilbert Burnet did upon the Firſt, Second, 
and remanem days of the moneths of January, 
February, and remanent months of the year 
1682, 1583. 1684, or Fannary, February, March, 
or April, 1635. Converſe, d, and In- 
tercomon- with the ſaid Archibald, lace Earl of 
Areyle, # Forfaulted Traitor, and that withinthe 
id Dr. Burner's:dwelling Hous in Ermcotns Inn- 
Fields, near the Plow-Inn in our City of London, 
or- Suburbs thereof, or ſome orher part or place 
within our Kingdom of England, defamed, (lan- 
dered, and re d, and adviſedlie ſpoke to 
the Diſdain and Reproach of our Perſon, Govern- 
ment and Anthoriry, wrote ſeveral Lerters, and 
receaved Anſwers thereto from the ſaid Fore- 
faulted Traitor, when he was in Holland, or clſe- 
where; expreſ:ly contrary to his Duty and Alle- 
geagee to s his Sovereign Lord and King, And 
1K upon the firſt, ſecond, and third days 
the months of May, June, 7uly, Auguſt, September, 
, November, and December, 1685. and upon. 
firſt, ſecond, and third days of the months of 
Fanyjary, February, and remanent months of the 
year 1696. and firſt, ſecond, and third days of 
the months of Fanuary, February, March, 1687. 
or ane or other of the days of ane or other of the 
ſaid months or years ; The faid Dr. Gr/bert Bur- 
net did moſt treaſonablie Recept, Supplied, Aid- 
ed, Aſſiſted, Converſed and Intercomoned with, 
and did Favors to- the ſaid James Stewart , 
Mr. Robert Ferguſon, Thimas Stewart, Wilkam 
Denholm, and Mr. Robert Martyn, forfaulred Trai- 
tors and Rebels in the Cities of Roterdam, Am- 
fterdam, Leyden," Breda, Geneva, or forme other 
part or place within the Netherlands, orelſewhere ; 
publickly and avowedly uttered ſeveril 
and poſſtjons, to the diſdain of our Perſon, Au- 


perſiſts 
Ls aud our Government, (we his Sove- 
ign Lord and Prince ) expreſs comrair to his 
AllEgeance and Day, 


S_—_ or- either of them, The ſaid Door 
is guthry and culpable of the Crime- of 
and Art and Part thereof ;.which 
g found' ro-be ane- Inqueift, he ought and 
ſaffer Forſaulruce of Life, Land and 


. Goods, to the-Terror and Example of others to 


commir the like hereafter. gu Will is, Heirfor, 
and we charge you ſtrairlie, and Command, thar 
incontinent this our Letrer ſeen, ye paſs; and in 
our Name and Authoriry, Command and Charge 
_ ſaid gn aa gy rr, above complain> 
ed upon, nd .ot Trumpet with dif 
Coat, and ufing other Solemaitics oy 
come and find ſufficient Caution and Sovertie: 
aced in our Books of Adjournal, that he ſhall 
competr before our Lords Juſtice General, Ju-: 
fiice Clerck and Commiſſioners of Juſticiary, 
within the Tolbuith or Criminal Court houſe of 
Edinburgh, the ewenty ſeviath day of Jane next 
to come, un. the hour of Caus, there to underlye 
the Law for the Crimes abovementioned, and- 
that under the Paines comained in-the new As 
of Parliament ; And that yee charge him perſo- 
y, if he can be apprehended and falizeing 
of at his dwelling Houſe, and be open 
— 5 _— Croſs of the head 
yre, Stewarric, Regalitic, and 
other PRONEED where he _—_ O_—_— and 
find the faid Sovertie ated in maner foriaid: 
within fix days, if-he be within this our King- 
dom, -and if he be out wich the Samyne, that 
— and charge him in maner forſaid 
—_— Proclamation at the Mercat Croce of 
gh, Peer and Shoar af Leith, to come 
and find the ſaid Sovertie within threeſcore days 
next afrer he bets charged be you thereto under 


the pain of Rebellion, and putring of hin to our 
Horn, Whilk fix and t reſpettive- 


ly being by paſt, and the ſaid Sovertie not being 
found, nor no intimation made by him to you of 
ing thereof, that ye incontinent hereef- 


Horn Efcheat,and inbring all his moveable Goods 
and Geir to. our Uſe for his Contemprion and 
Difobedicnce. And if he come and find the faid. 
Sovertie, Intimation always being made be him. 
+ + Wn. 7 ws wi and 
yſc hereto notexceeding the number of ſourtic 
five together with ſach Wicneſſes who 
beſt know the Veritie of the Premiſes, whoſe 
Names ſhall be given you in Roll ſubſcribed by 
of ane hundred Merks, A tha yenitiadiccn, 
days after his denunciation for not finding of 
Caution, 
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Caution, Caus regiſtrate thir Our Letters with 
youP Execution thereof, in Our Books of Adjour- 
nal conform to the A of Parliament made 
thereanent, according to Juſtice ; as ye will an- 
ſwer to Us thereupon, the whilk ro do Commits 
to you conjuntly and ſeverallie Our full power 
be thir Our Letters delyvering them be yow 
duelic Exccute and Indorſat again to the Bearer, 


Sonny une os 
tel Our Re! | 
Year, 1698, 'Ex deliberatione Dm— Goun« 


miſſionariorun Fufticiarts fu ſubſcribitr. 
$i 2 
a: Fro 7: © Tho. Gordonne, 


The Wirneſfles againſt DoRoy Gilbert Burnet are, 


Sir John Cochran of Ochiltree, 

obn Cochran of Warterfyd. 

r. Robert Weft, Lawyer, Engliſhman, 
Mr, Zachary Bourne, Brewer, Engliſhman, 


Mr. William Carftaires, Preacher. 
Robert Baird, Merchant in Holland. 
Mr. Richard Baxter, Preacher. 


An Anſwer to the Criming] Letters iſued out againſt me. 


TF- Look upon it as a Particular Misforrune, 
|| that I am forced to anſwer a Citation thar is 
made in His Majeſties Name, which will be 
ever fo Sacred with me, that nothing but the 
ſenſe of- an indiſpenſable Dury could draw 
from me any thing that looks like a Contend- 
ing with that ſublime CharaRer. 

- I owe the Defence of my own Innocence 
and of my own Reputation and Life to 
ſelf: I owe alfo to 
to my Religion, as I am a Chriſtian and a Pro- 
reſtane, to my Profeſhon as I am a Church- 
man, and above all, ro His Majeſty, as I am 
his Born-Subjet, ſuch a Vindication of my 
Loyalty and Integrity, as may make it appear, 
that my not going to Scotland, according to the 
Tenout of this Citation, does not flow from any 
ſenſe of Guile or Fear, but merely from thoſe En. 
gagements under which I am in Holland. 

1 hope my Contradifing or Refuring the 
Matters of Fa& ſet forth in this Citation, ſhall 
not be fo maliciouſly perverted by any, as if 
1 meant to refle& either on His Maj 
writing «to his Council of Scotland, ge 
this Citation to be made, or on his Advocate 
for forming ir, and ifluing it our. But as I ac- 
knowledge, that upon the Information that it 
ſcems was offer'd of thoſe matters here laid 2- 
gainft me, it was yery reaſonable for His Ma- 


to my Charge ; and whatſoever I 
wy Kindred and Frizmd?, | L y © 


jelly ro order Juſtice to be done upon mez 
fo his Advocate, in whoſe hands thoſe Infor- 
marions it ſeems are now put, had all poſis 
ble reaſon to lay them againſt me, as he has 
dene; and thereſare I will not pretend to make 
an Exception to the Laws and Ads of Parlia- 
ment, ſer forth in the firſt part of this Citation; 
bur I will only anſwer: the matters of FaRt laid 


concern- 
ing them, does only belong to'my falſe Accuſers;z 
and thereforeT hope they will nog, be Idok't on 


as- things in which even His Majeſties Advo- 
cate, bur much leſs His Sacred Majeſty is in any |. 
ways concerned, 
I am firſt accuſed for having ſeen, converſed 
with, and held correſpondence with the lare Rarl 
of Argyle: and to make this appear the more 
, the place is marked very Critically, 
where I lived; and where, as it is b 
we mer. Bur as it is now almoſt two years fince 
the lare Argyle was taken and” ſuffered ; and 
that a full account was had of all -hk ſecrer 


for PraQtices, in all which 1 have riot been once ſo 


much as mentioned, 'though it is now a year 
ſince I have lived and Preach't openly-in 
Provinges. The truth is, that for Nine years 
before the late Earl of Agyles: forfeiture, I had 
no ſorr of Ce with him, nor did 
I ever ſee him the” year, 1675, Aﬀer 
E 2 his 


\% 
% 


© 


kis Eſcape: our of Priſon I never ſaw him, 
nor writ co him, 'nor heard from him, nor had 
any fort of Commerce wich him, directly nor 
indire&ly :. rhe Circumſtance of my Houſe, and 
the Place in which I lived, added, ro make 
the c:ing look fomewhat piimble : bur though 
It, very. caſie ro know where ] hved, and 
I having dwelt in Lincoins- Inn- Fields the ſpace 
of ieven years, it was no hard matter to add 
this particular; yer ſo igconſiderate is the Ma- 
lice of my Enemies, that even in this, it 
leads them our of the way; for ſoon after 
Argyle's Eſcape, and during the ſtay that as 
is believed he made in London, I had remov- 
ed from Linco'ns- Inn- Fizlds into Brook. Buildings ; 
this makes me gueſs ar the Informer, who 
faw me often in the one Houſe, bur never 
in the other: and yet even he, who has be- 
rrayed all that ever paſt between us, has not 
oe enough to charge me with the 
leaſt Difloyalty, though I concealed very few 
of my thoughts from him. 

With this of my ſecing Argile, the Article 
of the Scandalous and Treaſonable words pre- 
rended to he ſpoken by me to him, againſt His 
Majcſties Perſon and Government, falls to the 


ground; it js obvious that this cannot be prov- 


ed, fmce Argile-43 dead: and: ir is not pretend- 
ed that theſe words were utreted in hear- 


og of other Witneſſes : nor is it needful ro 


add, that His Majeſty was then only a- SubjeR, 
ſo that any Words ſpoken of him ar that time 


-cannor amount to Treaſon: but I canappeal to all 


thoſe with whom I have ever Converſed, if they 
haye ever heard me fail in the rcſpe&t I owed 
the King: and] can eafily bring many Witneſ- 
ſes from ſeveral parts of Exrope, of the Zeal 
with which I have-on all occafions exprefſed 


' my ſelf on-thoſe Subjc&s, and thar none of ll 


thoſe hard words,'. that have been ſo freely 


-beftowed on me, has made me forget m 
Thor me me forg y Dury 


I am. in; the next place accuſed of Corre- 
ip>ndence with James Stewart, Mr. Robert 
Ferguſon, Thomas Stewart, William Denho/m, 
and Mr, Robert Martyn, fince my 
of England, and that I have and 
ſupplied them in Fareign Parts; particularly 


- in/rhc Cities of Amflerdam, Rotterdam, Leyden, 


| Poſitions to the Diſdatn of his Majeſti 


ing our par 


Breda, Geneva, or in ſome orhet parts within 
the Netherlands, This Article is ſo very ilf 
laid in all irs branches, that ir ſhews my Ene- 
mies have very ill Informations concerning 
my moſt general Acquaintance- fince, though 
there are, amongſt thoſe that are condemn'd 
for Treaſon, ſome that are of my Kindred and 
ancient Acquaintance 3 they have here . caſt 
rogerher a Company of men who are all ( James 
Stewart only excepted ) abſolurely unknown 
to me, whom I never ſaw, and with whom I 
never exchanged one word 1m my whole Life, 
as far as I can remember ; one of them, Mr. 
Robert Martyn, was, as I ever underſtood it, 
dead above a year beſore I left England; as 
for James Stewart, 1 had a general Acquain- 
tance with him twenty years ago, bur have 
had no Commerce with him now for 
ears, unlefs it was thiar I ſaw. him twice by ac- 
ear, and that was ſeveral years before there 
was any Sentence paſt on him: my Accuſers 
know my morion 111, for I have not been in 
Breda this twenty three years. 1 ſetled in the 
Hagwe upon my coming into Holland, becauſe 
I was willing to be under the Obſervation of 
His Majeſtics Envoy : and I choſe rhis place 
the rather, becauſe it was known, that none 
of rhoſe that lay under Sentences come: tro tr, 
I have never gone to Amſterdam or Rotterdam 
irſecret: and never been there but upon 
my private A and that never above a 
Night or two at a time ; and I have been fo 
viſible all the while that I was in thyſe places, 
that Þ thought there was no room. left even 
for Calumny, 
In the lafl place, it is ſaid, that 1 have publick- 
ly and avowedly urtrered ſeveral $ and 
Perſon, 


Aurthoriry and Governmen:t, and that I continue 
and perſiſt im choſe Treaſonable Praftices. This 
1s ſo generally aſſerted, thar ir'1s enough” for me 
ro-ſay, that ir is poſitively falſe: bur I have yer 
clearer;Evidence ro the contrary of this I have 
preached a whole Sermon in the Hague againſt 
all Treaſonabl: Dofrines and Praftiſes; and m 
ricular,agaioft the lawfulneſs of SnbjeRts riſmg 
in Arms againſt their Sovereign; upon the Ae- 
count of Religion: and I have maintained this 
ſo oft, both 1n /publick and 1n privace, _ 

could,. 


could, if I thought ir convenicne, give proofs of 
it thar would make all my Enemics be aſhamed 
of their Injuſtice and Malice. 

The Wimeiles cited againſt me are, firlt, 


Sir John Cochran, whom | have hot ſeen above” 


this four years laſt paſt, and with whom | have 
had no fore of Commerce ſince 1 ſaw him. It 1s 
almoſt rwo years fince hc had his Pardcn, fo it 
is probable he then rold all char he has ever told 
concerning me : and ir 1s not likely, char the 
matter would have been let lye aſleep ail chis 
while, if he hal aid any thing to my Prejudice, 
I confels I have becn long agquainted with him, 
I look upon him as a man of Honours 3 ard 1 
reckon my fclf fo ſafe in his Honour, and in my 
own [nnocence, that I do very freely releaſe him 
from all che Obligation of Friendſhip and Con- 
fidence, and with thac he may dcclare every 
thing that has paſt berween us : for then I am 
ſurc he will do me the right ts own, that as ofc 
as we ralkr of ſome rhings that were complained 
of in Scotland, I rook occaſion to repeat my 
Opinion of che Dury of Subje&s ro ſubmir and 
bear all the ill Adminiſtrations that might be in 
the Government, but never co riſe in Arms upon 
that Account. The next Witneſs is his Son, whom 
I never ſaw but once or twice, and with whom 
I never entercd into any diſcourſe, but what 
became a man of my Profeſſion to ſo young a 
perſon, exliorting him to the Lauties of a Chri- 
ſiian, The (next two are Mr, W:/t and Mr- 
Burn, whoſe faces I do not know. Aﬀter them 
come Mr, Carftaires and Mr, Baird, whoſe (a- 
ces | know not n-ither ; it ſeerzs theſe are che 
Witnetles co be Jled- againft me for the Article 
relating to the Netherlands ; . bur,as I am who!ly 
a Stranger t6 Mr. Carflaires, ſo 1 do not ſo much 
as know if there be ſych a pzrſon in being as 
Robert Baird, Merchant in Helland. And for 
the laſt, Mr. 8axter, I have had no Correſpon- 
dence 'at, all wirh him cheſe ewo and Twenty 
Year Jnlok ic was that once or twice I have 
met hinfby accident in a Viſit in a third place, 
and that once about fix Years ago T went to diſ- 
courſe with him cogcerning a matter of Hiſtory 
in which we differ'd ; but as all our Gonverſation 
at chat time was in the preſence of ſome Witneſ- 
a it was not at all relating ro macters of 
tate, . 
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And now T tave gone over all the Matter that 
is laid againſt me in this Citation, and haye 
made ſuch RefleRions both on the Fad that are 
alledgtd, and the ,Wicnelles that are named, as 
witt Thope fatisfie evert my Enemies themſelves, 
of rhe Falſhood and Injuſtice of theſe Informati- 
ons, So thar 4 preſume” ſo far on His Majeſties 
Juſtice, as to expett that all the Indignation 
which 1s kindied-againſt me, will be rurned up- 
on my fallc Accuſcrs, 

To all chis { will 2dd one thing furrhes for-my 
Juſtification, tho? 1 aln fully farisficd-it is thar 
Which 1 am not obliged to do,” and which 1f £ 
were in ocher Circumſtances I would not do my 
(elf; as I would adviſe no otizer man to do it 
For it 15 a part of that Right that every man has 
to preſerve himſelf hy all lawful ways, that he do 
not accuſe him:elf, and by conſequence, that he 
do nor purge himſcif by Carh of macrers objeQed 
to him; and I do not ſo well approve of the 
Courrs of Iyquilitzon, as to give countenance tO 
a practice which was firſt ſer on foot by them, of 
requiring Men to anſwer upon Oath. co matters 
objected ro them. If I were not a Chucrh-man L 
would not do this which I am a'zout to do; as 
I declare IT will never do it again, let my Enc- 
mies lay ro ny charge what they ple Bur 
the regard I have io this FurMon ro which [ 
am dedicated, makes me now once for all, offer 
this ſolemn purgatiun of my (elf. I atreft the 
Great God, the ſearcher of all things, and the Judge 
of all men, that all the matters of Fatt laid to my 
Charge in this Citation, are «ttcr ly Groundleſs, and 
abſlutely falſe. This I am rcady to confirm wich 
my Corporal Oath, and to recieve the Sacra» 
ment” upon Ir, : 

And now I hope I have ſaid enough to ſatisfie 
His Majeſty concerning my Innoccnee, fo that I 
am confident he will not ouly diſcharge all fur- 
ther proceediags aga:n{t me, upon rhis Accuſati- 
on, bur that he will expreſs h1s Royal Diſpleature 
againſt my Falſe Accuters. Bur if the power of 
my Enemies, aud their credit with His Majefty 
15 ſtill fo great, that this matter ſhall be carriec 
further, and that advantage ſhall be raken from 
my not appearing in Scotland, to proceed to a 
Sentence againſt me, which ſome brutal men 
now in the Maghe are threatning before hand, that 
they will exccute ic; 1 ohcn make wy molt huw- 

ble 


ble aqpet to the Great God, the King of Kings, 
who knows my Innocence, and ro whom my 
Blood will cry for ver , againſt all that may 
be any way concerned in the ſhedding of it. He 
will at the Great Day judge all men rightcouſly, 
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without reſpe& of Perſons; Ic isto him I-fly, who 


I am (ure will hear me. Judge me O 4c+ 
cording to the Integrity that is in me. " 
At the Hague, 

May, 17. 1687. Gilbert Buynet. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


Tz E Copy of the Citation againſt me, has been 
ſent me out of Scotland, fmce I took the liber- 


ty to wnte laſt to your Lordſhip , this puts 
MS, Nod yr \ for conveying the in- 
cliſed Anſwer, which I moſt humbly lay at His 


Majefties Feet. I am confident that the falſhwd of 
the matters objefed to me, will appear fo evident to 
His Majefly, as well as to all the World beſides, that 
Me will nat only order the proceedings to be quate 
diſcharged, but that he will alſ1 order ſome reparation 
to be made to me, for ſo publich a blemiſh, as even a 
Citation for ſÞ high a Crime amounts to. I wt the 
many bard things that have been of late caft on me, 
and in particular to Toung and Old, and Foreigners 
as wah: Engliſh men, that have been commng into 
the s 


om me ſee that my Enemies have 
eel bis Majefly wirh thoughts of me, that I muft 
crave leave with all Humility to ſay, that they ate 
a undeſerving as hard. What have I eithes done or 
ſaid, to draw 6n me ſo heavy and 1 long a continued 
Diſpleaſure ? but my comfort lyzs in the Witneſs that 
T have within me, of my own Innocence: ſo that I 
dare appeal to God, as I do now to his Vicegerent. 
Since this matter is now become ſo publisk,, and 
that my Name is now ſo generally known ; I muft not 
be wanting to my own Innocence ; eſpecially when not 
only my Life and Reputation are ſtruck, at, but the 
Religion that T profeſs is wounded through my ſides : 
therefore till I have put in order my Mennirs for a 
Larger Wark , IT find it in ſom? fort neceſſary to print 
the Citation, together with this Anſwer : but T had 


My Second Letter to the Earl of Midletoune. 


much rather have all this prevented, by an effef# of 
His Majefties Fuftice, in ordering an end to be put 
to this Accuſation, and that by ſame AF that may be 
as publick as the Citation it ſelf was, which 
bear His Majeſties being ſatisfied with my Innocence, 
as ts theſe matters ;, but if I have flill as Melan- 
choly an Anſwer to this, as I have had to all the 
former Applications I bave made, I muft maintain 
my Innocence the befl way I can, in which I will 
never forget that vaſt Duty that I owe his Majefty, 
whatſoever I may meet with in my ewn particular. 

If there is any thing either in the incloſed Pager; 
or in this Letter, that ſeems a little too vebement, I 
hope the provocation that I have met with will be 
lilewik conſidered ; for while my Life and Reputation 
are ftruck at, and whilft = here are threatning ſo 
high, a man mult be forgiven to ſhew that be is not 
quite wnſenſuble ; tho my Duty to the King is 
proof againſt all that can ever be done to provoke me, 
yet I muſt be ſuffered to treat the Infliruments and 
Procurers of my Diſgrace, who are contriving my 
DeftruFion, with the plainneſs t hat ſuch Praffices 
draw pr. . R 

I will Printing any thing for a Fortnight. 
rill T ſee whether your Lordſhip Bifs ro Res 
any Orders from His Majefty relating to bim, who 


7, w 


May it u_ your Lordſhip, 
our Lordſhips, gc, 
Hague, May 17. 
Old ſlyle, 1687. 
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-My Third Letter to the Earl of Midletoune, 

May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, o 

Venture once mare to renew my Addreſſ-s to yur French Nation, bnows well what 2 right this gives 
| Lordſhip, before I Print the Paper that I ſent him to their Allegiance, which no doubt he as well as 
"* you by my lat of the Seventeenth of May, toge- many others have ſworn, and this is a tranſlatin 
ther with the rwo Letters that I writ you: for I find thtir Allegiance with a Witneſs: That Lord part 
it neceſſary te add this, and that it go with the vefÞ have commanded the Trows that were ty be ſent into 
to the Preſs. * Flanders in 1678. againſt his Natural Prince; and 

F am told, that great Advantages have been ta- yet though the Laws of France are high enough upon 
ben upm an Expreſſion in my Firſt Letter, in which 1 the Points of Seraignty, it was never ſs much as 
writ, That by my NaturahzZation during my ſtay pretended that this was a Crime. And it is ÞÞ 
here, My Allegiance was tranſlated from His Ma- much the Intereft of all Princes to aſſ.re themſelves 
jeſty re the Soveraignty of this Province; as if of thoſe whom they receive into their protettton by 
this alone was Crime enough ;, and I bear, that ſome Natuwralizing them (ſmce without that they ſhould 
who have been of the Profeſſion of the Law, are of give prote#ton to ſo many Spies and Agents far an- 
this mind. I indeed thought that none-who had ever other Prince ) that if T had nat very good ground th 
pretended to ftudy Law, or the general Notions of En- aſſure me, that ſame have pretended tomake a Crime 
tercourſe among Nations, could miſtake in fo clear a out of my Words, 1 could nit eafily believe it. 
Point. I caution'd my words (6, as to (hew that I My Lord, ' 
conſidered this Tranſlation of my Allegiance only #s a © This is the laft Tronble that 1 will give your Loyd- 
temporary thing during my ftay here. \ And can ſhip upon thir Subje#; ſorit being now a Month ſince 
any man be ſo1gnorant-as to doubt of this"? - Alle. 1 made my fiſt addreſs to you, | muſt conclude, That 
fiance ind Protettion are things by their nature reci- tt 15 reſobved to carrythis matte} to all Extremities ; 
procal : ſmce then Naturalization gives 4 Lehal Pro: and Mr. © Albiville's Inflances againft me, and the 
tetion, there muſt be a return of Allegiance due up3n Threatnings of ſome of his Countreymen, make me 
it. I do not deny the Root of Natwal Allegiance conclude, that all my nvſt humble Addreſſ:s to His 
remains, but it is certainly under a ſuſpenſim, while Majefty are libe to have n» other effe## but this, that 
the ized Perſon enjrys the Proteftion of the 1 done my Duty in them: ſo that it ſzems I am 
Prince or State that has ſo receiv'd him, I bnow judgedin Scotland, - 1 am ſorry for it, becauſe 
what « Crim? it bad beenif I had become Natura- ' this will engage me-in a defence of my ſelf, I mean, 4 
lized to any State in War with the King ; but when juftificarfon of my own Innocence, which | gs to much” 
it was to 4 State that is in Alliance with him, and ' againſt my heart 7; but God and Man ſee that T am 
when it war upon ſo juſt aground as my being to be forced to it * and ' no- Threatnings of any here will 
Married and Settled in this State, as it could be ng frighten me ; for T will do that which 1 thmk 
Crime in defire it, ſo I having obtained it, am meto do to day, though 1 were fare to be aſſaſſinated 
not a little ed, to hear that any are fo little for it to norrow 5 but to the Laft munent of my Eife L- 
converſant in the Law of Nations, as t0 take Excep- will pay all Duty and Fidelity to His Majefty. 
tion at my words, Our Saviour bas ſaid, Thar 1 My Lord, 
man cannot ſerve rwo Maſters: and the Nature of I am with a profound ReſpeR, 
things ſay, that 4 man cannit be at the ſame time ' Your Locdſhip's, &e. 
under two Allegiances. Hw Majefly by Naturali- Hague, Tune 5. 
xing the Earl of Feverſham, and many others of the Old Style, 1587. © 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Hen I had refolved onthe Printing theſe High Treaſon, upor-the account of Two Heads in 

Papers, and was waiting till che: day my Firſt Letreyro rhe-Earl of Middletoune: The 

| ſhould come to which-i was'Cired, L oneis, Thar I ſay, that by my Naturalization 1 am 
received a new Advernſement, that the firſt Cira- /oyſed from 'my Allegiance to Hir Majeſty ; and the 
tion was ler fall, and that [ was Cited of new to other 1s, Thar I threaten His Majeſty with the 
the 1 5th of Auguft, to anſwer to the Crimes of Printing and Diſcyvering of Secrets that have been 


. (_52.) | 


long bid. Tf after what I have hitherto met wich, m__ is low 4 received Prafice over all Europe 
0 


l 
there were room left for new, Surpriſes, chis would for the Subjes of one State toprocuretheir be! 
have been a very great one: licſe who have ad- Naturalized in another ; it is unaccountable "wm. 
viſed the King to this way of proceeding agamit any can call inqueſtion thattie of Allegiance thar 
me, ſhew that they conſider very liccle the _ he who 1s Naturalized owes to his New Maſters, 
ration of His Majeſties Juſtice z and ſo I be but'- Nor have my Enemies conſidered how much this 
ſacrificed, they do noc care how much thc King's way of proceeding againſt me muſt fink the Cre- 
Honour ſuffers init : For Firſt, after a Ciration of dir of His Majeſties Natwakring Strangers ; for 
High Treaſon, which has made ſo much Noiſe, how can'they expe& a conſtanr Proretion from 
that is ler fall : 'Which is plainly co confeſs, that him, it it is made apparenc thatthe King does nor 
there is no Truth 1a all rhoſe matters that were think he has a right cotheir Allegiance? andinto 
laid ro my Charge; and chen, where is the Ju- what a conſternation muſt it throw them when 
ſtice of this way of proceeding, to ſummon aman they find by my Caſe, that the King looks upon 
to appear upon the prerence of Crimes, of which them as {o many Traitors, for becoming his Sxb- 
they know him to be Ianocent 2 Burt rhis new Jes, and for ſwearing Allegiance to him? for that 
marter is of ſvch a narure, that it not eafie for Oath is (worn in terms that are plain and full, and 
me to find words (oft enough to ſpeak of 1t wich that have. not che qualificatiop.t} at I pur in my 
the decency that becomes me. words of during my flay bere;(o tliat chey are mnch 
This is now more the Cauſe of the Starter of more;Criminalthan it can be pretended chat Iam. 
Hhlland and Weſt- Freezland, than it is mine, | It + The other Article 1s no leſs injurious to His 
1 indeed the Cauſe of all the Soveraigns in the Maj-ſty, fince they would make a Crime out of 
World, and ſo.jr 4s His Majeſties own Cauſe, wha my words, tha: mention my Fear that he may be 
has ſo ofren calld the Naturalized French His Sub» dilplesſed ar forne things that miay be in the aps- 
je&s, and by Conſequence they owe him an Al. logy rhat.I. will be obliged ro make for my ſelf, 
legiance; and fo here muft be at leaſt a Tem torhe Writing and Primeng of which, a {entence a- 
rary Tranſlatian of their Allegiance made to him gainſt me will drive me, If theſe men who have 
from their Natural Prince. And ecirher this muft adviſed this, had the regard to His Majeſty which * 
be the ſame #s to thoſe who are Naruralized by chey owe him, they would nothaye preſumed to 
the Srares here, or they are not a Soveraign Sr infer, chat it wes a Th earning of His Majefly, 
and by Conſcquence this Cauſe is theirs, a »hen | ſay, that I muſt juftifie my- ſelf ; or that any 
mine z fince the Crime of which [ am: now ac= Hiftary of pat Tranſattions can be a wait of Daty to 
caſed 45 the acknowledging my f(eIf tr have be+ king, this Conſequente of cheirs intimates, tharhis 
coroe their Suljo& during my flay here, upon thew Lafe, or the late King ys Brother's, cangor bear a 
having granted me che Benefir and- Prote&ion of True Hflory,otherwiſe where is the Threatning? by t 
Naturalization; {6 thar either His Majeſty was great a Crime chis is, will, | hope, appear to 
much miſtaken in calling rhe French thar are Na- #15 Majeſty, when he has the leiſure et upon 
taralized, His Subjefts; or it can be no Crime in it;yet there may be many particul t 1 muſt 
me to have owned my ſelf ro have becatne a Tem- neceſſarily bring in,in the Hiſtory that Iam writing, 
prrery Subjet to the States. | whiehrhave ſuch connection with what relates to 
And if thoſe who have ſtudied the R1man Law "my (elf,that I cannot paſs rhem byzwhich yerif ir 
will refleR a little on che Effects char belonged to could be avoided, may not be fit for publick views. 
the (745 Civitatis ) or the Rights that followed Now if my * nemies fancy,that it is a Crime for me t9 
on the being made a Roman Citizen, which are juififie my ſelf, becauſe they have poſſeſſed His Majefty 
the ſame in all Soveraign. States; and that Natx-. againit me,l could anſwer this with ſome famed ſay- 
ralizatian 1s with regard to a Prince or State, that ings of Tacitus's,that would d:FÞurb*em a little;and 
which Adoption was by the R»man Law with r& if in an bumble Groan that I make before His Majeſty, 
gard to Private Families, they will ſee that. my | znewion this aria con/idevation that may be of ſome 
Enemies do not retic& enough on the Principles weight with him;they who canturathis Expreſſi n of 
of Law when they prerend ro make me a Crimi- my Duty and Reſpet} into a Crime,and are ſucceſsfulin 
nal upon ſuch an account. If I had been charged the attempt, have a Talent for which 1 do not emyy 
jor having defired to be Naturalized, I confeſs them, though 1 my ſelf come to febl the weight of it. 
there been ſome more Colour for it ; but Hague, 7«n.297.01d le. 1687. G. Eurnct, 
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With relation to the Spirit of ® 


PERSEC 


UTI ON: 


For which She 1s Accuſed. prone 


L N E ſhould think, that the Beha- 
viour of the Engliſh Clergy for 
ſome years paſt, and the preſent 


Circumſtances in which they are, 


ſhould ſer them beyond Slander, - 
ence above Apologres 3 yet fince ' 


and by con 
the malice of her Enemies work againſt her with 
ſo, much ſpight, and fince there is no inſmua» 
tion that carries ſo much Malice in it, and thar 
ſeems to have ſuch colours of Truth on it, as 


* this of their having ſet on a ſevere Perſecutizn 


inſt the Diſſenters, of being ſtill ſour'd with 
thar Leven, and of carrying ſame implaca- 
ble hatred rt them, which the preſent Aepwtati- 
on that they have gained, may put them in a 
farther capaciry of executing, if another revoln- 
tion of Aﬀeirs ſhoutd again give them Authori- 
ty to ſet about it ; ir feems ry to examine 
it, and that the rather, becauſe ſome aggravate 
this ſo fat,as = _ _ nk we ſomuch 
dreaded as Church -f England's getting out 
of her preſent diſtreſs. 

IT. If theſe Imputations were charged on us 


only by thoſe of the Church of Rome, we ſhould 
rot much wonder art ir, for tho icargues a good 
degree of Confidence, for any of that Conmnunts 
on to declaim- againſt rhe Severitics that. have» 
been pur in prafrce among us, dince their irtle 
Finger muſt be heavier than ever our Lansmere,: 
and to whoſe Scorpions eur Rods ought noz.te: 
be compared ; yer after all, we are fo tauch 
accuſtomed ro their Methods, ne 
them can ſurpriſe us, To hear Papifts declare! 
againſt Perſecution, and Jeſuits cry Fn +. 
Conſcience, are, we confeſs, un rinngs © 
yet there are ſome degrees of ſhame,over winch 
when people are once paſſed, all things' bee 
come {o familiar to them, -that they. can«uo- 
more be pur our of countenance. Bur ir ſeeras; 
very ſtrange to us, that ſme, who if they are: 
ro be believed, are flri& rothe ſevere Forms: 
and Sub-diviſuns of the Reformed Religion, and 
that who ſome years ago were jealowr of che 

ſmalleſt ſteps thar the Court made; when-the 

danger was more remote; and who cried out 

Popery and Perſecution, when the Deſign was fo 

A maskt 


[2.7 


mackt that ſome well-meaning-men could nor 
miſs being deceived by the Promiſes that were 
made,and che Diſguſes that were pur On 3 that, 
I ay, thoſe very perſons who were formerly 
ſo&ftrufiful,ſhould now when the Mask 1s laid 
off, and the deſign is ayowed, of a ſudden 

w tg be ſo believing, as to throw off all di- 

it, and be ſo guild as to betray all ; and ex- 
poſe us to the Rage of thole who muſt needs 
give ſome good word?, till my have gone the 
Round, and tried how effeQually rhey - can di- 
vide and deceive us, that ſe they may deſtroy us 
the more eaſily z this is indeed ſomewhat ex- 


traordinary. They are not ſo ignorant as not 
to know, > Popery cannat change its nature, 


. England: was the 
—__—— 


| —— the promiſes for maincaining the 
be as Religiouſly kept as we (ce thoſe 
are lately made with fo great profu- 
fion- of Proteflations, and ſhews of friendſbip 
upporting of the orher. 
many | 
RC anatere them,from the Impudent ftratns 
of 
portant and now more _— ſteps char _ a- 
them, of a hi orm, arc cvery day. 
make 3 and _— this, it cannot 


have behaved themſelves of late like men that 
underſtand too: well che. true Intereſt. of the Pro- 


a EI Ice ro oe th 


or a.Care, or from the more Im-- 


ied but the ſeveral Bodies of che Diſſenters. 


to ſacrifice the whole and themſelves in Concluſi- 
on x0 their private re{entments : I hope the 
ſame Fuftice will be allowed me in Rating the 
matter relating to the ſo much decried Perſecu- 
tion, ſer on by the Church Eneland, and that 
I may be ſuffered to diſtinguiſh the heats of 
ſome angryand deluded men,from the Do&rine 


teftant Religion, and of the Engliſh Government, - 


of the Church, and the pra#ices that have been }. 


authorized in it 3 that ſo I may ſhew,that there 
1s xo reaſon to-infer from paſt Errors, that we 
are incurable ; or that new Opportunities invi- 
ting us agait»into the ſame ſeveraties, are like 
to prevail oyer us to commir the ſame folies 


over again, I will fieſt ſtare whats paſt, with . 
the ſincerity that becomes one thar would nor :; 


lye for God. 
confeſs faults, what will neither aggravate nor 
extenuate them beyond what 1s juſt, and that 


| yer will avoid the faving any thing that may 


give any cauſe of offence ta any Party in tha 
Nation. | 
IV. I am forry that I muſt :confeſr, that all 

the Parties among us, have ſhewed,that as their 
turn came ts be uppermoſt, they have forgor 
the ſame Principles of Moderation and Liberty 
which they all claimed whenhey were oppreſ- i 
ſed. If it ſhould ſhew too much il-narure to 
examin what the Presbytery did in Scotſandavhen 


the Covenant was in Dimimon, or what the In- 
. dependants have done in New-England,why may 


not | claim rhe ſame privaledge with relation to: 
the Church of England, if Severities have been 
commirred.by Her while ſhe bore Rule 2 Yet ir 
were as eaſie as it would be invidious to ſhew, 
that both Presbyterians and Independents have 
carried the principle of Rigour in the point of 
Conſcience much higher, and have ated more im- 


- Placably upon it than ever the Church of Eng- 


land has done, evenin its angrieſt furs 3 fo that: 
none of. chem- can much reproach another for 
their Exceſſes in thoſe matters. And as of all 
the Religions in the World the —1waath, Any 
the moſt perſeciting, and the moſt bound by her 
Principles to be unalcerably Cruel; fo the Church 
of England is the leaſt perſecuting in her princj. 
ples,and rhe leaſt obliged to repeat any errors xo 

Which 


ol 


t 15, not afraid nor aſhamed ry - 


9: ] 


rougher methods : ſome confiderable he PT 


« which the intrigues of Cot? or the paſſions in- 
cidentto all parties may have engaged her, of 
any National Church in E:rope. It cannot be 
faid ro be any part of our 'Dofrine, when we 
came our of one of the blackeſt perſeciatons 
that is in 25%: 7 mean @. Aarys, We thewed 
how little we retained of the Cruelty of that 
Church, which had provoked us ſo ſeverely ; 
when nor cnly no Enquiries were made into the 
illegal atts of Fury that were commirred in that 
perſecuting Reign, bur even the Perſecutors them+ 
felves lived among us at caſe and in peace ; and 
no Penal Law was made except againſt publick 
exerciſe of thar Religion, till a great many Re- 
b:\i1ns and Treaſons extorted them from us for 
our own preſervation. This is an Inflance of the 
Clemency of our Church, that perhaps cannor 
be matched in Hiſtory : and why ſheuld it nor 
be ſuppoſed, that if God ſhould again put usin 
the = in which we were of late, that we 
ſhould rather imirare ſo Noble a pattern,than re- 
turn to thoſe miſtakes of which we are now 
aſhamed ? 

V. Ir js to be conſidered, rhat upon rhe late 
King's Reſtauration, the remembrance of the 
former War, the ill Uſage that our Clergy had 
met with in their Sequeſtrations, the angry re- 
ſentments of the Cavalier Party,who were ruined 
by the War, the Intereſt of the Court to have 
all thoſe principles condemned, that had occa- 
fioned it, the heart that all parties that have 
been 111 uſed are apt co fall into upon a revolu- 
tion ; bur above all the practices of thoſe who 
have ſtill blown the Coals,and ſet us one againſt 
another,thart ſo they might not only have a divi- 
ded force to deal with, bur might by turns make 
 theDiviſions among us ſerve their Ends: all theſe, 
I fay, concurred to make us loſe the happy op- 
portunity that was offer'd in the Year 1660. to 
have healed all our Divifims, and to have tri- 
.umphed over all che Diſſenters 3 not by ruining 
them, but by overcoming them with a ſpirit 
of Love and Gentleneſs ; which 1s the only V+- 
tory chat 4 generous Chriſtian remper can de- 
Aire, In ſhort, unhappy Councils were follow- 
.ed, and ſeveral Laws were made. Bur after 
all, ir was the Court-party that carried it for 


from choſe of the former- Miniſtry, 


not neceſſary ro be here mentioned, as 
aggos the mouths of ſome that had formed # 
witer Proje&, ſo they gave a fatal Advantage to 
anery and crafty men, that IS our misfortune, 
had too prear a ſtroke in the conduR of our 
Afﬀairs at that rime. This Spirit of Severiry 
was heightncd by the practices of the Papiſts, 
who engaged the late King in December 1662, 
to give a Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, 
Thoſe who knew the ſecret of his Religion, as 
they ſaw that ir aimed at the incrodution to 
Popery, fo they thought there was no way fo 
eftetual, for the keeping our of Popery, as the 
maintaining the Uniformtty, and the —_— 
of all defigns for a Teleration. Bur whi 

who managed this, uſed a due reſerve, in net 
diſcovering the (ecret motive that led them to 
it, and others flew into ſeverity, as-che princi- 
ple in vogue: and thus all the flacknings of the 
rigour of the Laws, during the firſt Dutch War, 
that were ſer on upon the prerence of quieting 
the Nation, and of | —_ were 
reſiſted by the Inſtruments o an Mind- 
ter of State, who knew as well then, as we do 
now, whart lay ftill at botzom, when Liberty of 
Conſcience was pretended. | 


VI. Upon that Miniſters Diſgrace, ſome thar 
law bur the half of the Secret, Jun in 
the Court a great inclination to Toleratjon, and 
being willing to take meaſures quite differemr 


T f Comprehenſi FRE Diſ- 
into. Treaty for a Comprehenſion a 
ſenters, and the Tolerating of athers,. and ſome 
Biſhops and Clergy-men, that were inferieur-to 
none of the Age in which they lived, for true 
Worth and a right Judgment of chings, en- 
gaged ſo far, and with ſo much ſucceſs /in- 
ro this proje, that the marter ſeemed done, 
all things being copcerred among ſome- of 
the moſt confiderable men of the differeyr 
Parties. Bur the diſhke of that \Miniſtry , 
and the Jealouſie of ; the ill deſigns of 

Court, gave (o ſtrong a prejudice againſt 
this, that the propoſition could- nor be fo 
much as hearkned. unzo by the+Houle of 
di A323 | Com- 


: ol : and then it a ed how much 
bo whole Pepifh Party 4m ar the Pro- 
KS tr is well known with how much De- 

teſtacion rhey ſpeak of ir ro this day ; tho 

we are now © follv @ciefied of their Jutentt- 

&s to deſtroy us, that the zeal which tney 

pretended for us, in oppoſing thar deſign, can 

n5 more paſs upon us. 

VII. Arlaſt, in the Year 1672, the de- 
fign for Popery diſcouring it ſelf, the end thar 
the Court had in favouring a Toleration, be- 
came more viſible : and when the Par{zament 
met, that condemned the Declaration for Liberty 
of Conſcience, the Members of the Hſe of 
Commons, that either were Diſſenters, or that 
favoured them, behaving themſelves ſo wor- 
thily in concurring wich the- Church of England, 
for ſtifling that Toleratimy, chooſing racher to 
loſe the benefir of it, than ro open a breach 
ar' which Pozzry ſhould come in, that 
many of the Members that were for the 
Church of Eng/and, promiſed to procure them 
a bill of Ezſe for Protſtant Diſenters. Bur the 
Sefſin was not long enough for bringing thar 
ro perfetion ; and all the Seſſions cf rthar Par- 
kament after that, were ſpent in ſuch a con- 
tihual ſtruggle between the Cowt and Country 
Party, that there was never ron giveti for 
«an and wiſe Conſultations, Yee the the Par- 
ty of the Church of England did not perform 
what ' had been promiſed by ſome Leading 
Men ro the Diſſenters, there was little or no- 
thing- done -againſt them, after that, till the 
-Year, 168. So' that for about nine years to- 
-gerher, - they had their Meetings almoſt as 

-Publickly and as regularly as the Church of 

"England had - their Churches, and in all thar 

ame, wharfoever particular hardſhips. any of 

-them might have mer wich-in-ſome corners 


of WR jt cannot be denied, bur they 
: had the free Exerciſe of their Religion, ar leaſt 
--moſ} parts. WW +. 3& ; 

-  VIF4. - the Year 2678. things began 
WC --) their Face ; it is known, that up- 
! on the king our of. the Pepiſh Plot, rhe 
' Clergy did Univerſally expreſs a great de- 
fice for coming to ſome remper in the points 
of Conformity : all - ſores and ranks of the 


Clergy ſeemed to be (6 well diſpoſed towards 
ir, that if he had met with a ſucable enterrain- 
ment, matters mighe have probably have been 
m 2 grexeer” meaſure compoted. But the Fea- 
lies that thoſe who mannges the civil concerns 
Ot UE 19ican 3 He ee of Commns, took 
off all chat was dons ar Cowt, or proppoſed by 
Ir, occaſioned a fatal breach in our publick 
Councils, in which divifion the Clergy by their 
Principles, and Intereſts, and their Diipofiti- 
on to believe well of the Curt were derermi- 
ned to be of the Kings ſide. They thought 
it was a fin to miitruſt the late Kings Word, 
who aflured them of his Steadineſs ro the Pro- 
teftent Religion ſo often, that rhey firmly de- 
pended on it: and his preſent Majeſty gave 
them ſo many Afurances of his Maintaining 
ſtill the Church of England, that they believed 
him likewiſe : And fo thought that the Ex- 
cluſim of him from the Crown, was a d«gree 
of rigour t> which they in Conſcience could 
not conſent, Upon which chey were generally 
cryed out on, as the Betrazers of the Nation, 
and of the Prozeſt.int Religion: Thoſe who. de- 
manded the Excluſion and ſome other ſecur;- 
ries, to which the Bijh»ps would not conſent 
in Parſzament, looked on chem as the chief 
hindrance that was in their way; and the 
Licenſe of the Preſs at that time was ſuch, 
that many Libels and tome ſevere Diſcourſes 
were gym againſt them. Nor can it be 
denied, that many Church-men, who under- 
ſtcod nor the Principles'of Humane Society, 
and the rules of our G1vernment, ſo well as 
other points of D;vinity, writ ſeveral Trea- 
tiles concerning the meaſures of Submiſſion, 
that were thenas much cenſured, as their pre- 
formances fince againſt Popery have been de- 
ſerved admired. All this gave ſuch 4 Jealouſte 
of them to che Nation, that it muſt be con- 
tiled, that the Spirit which was then in Fer- 
mentatyn, went very high againſt the Church of 
England, as a Confederate, ar leaſt ro Popery 
and Tyranny, Nor were ſeveral of the Noncon- 
formiſts wanting to inflame this diſlike 3/ all 
ſecret propoſitions for accommodating our dif- 
ferences were ſo coldly entertained, that they 
were ſcarce hearkned unto, The A” >" 
W 


*which an Eminent Divine made eyen in his 
Books writ againſt Separation,ſhewed that while 
we maintained the War ins the way of diſpure, 
yer we were till willing to Treat : for that 
Great Man re not thoſe advances towards 
them withour conſuiting with his Superzours, 
Yer we were then fatally given up to 4 5! 
of Diſſenti: and tho the Parliament In 1530, 
entred upon a project for healing our differences, 
in which great ſteps were made to the re- 
moving all the occafions of our Contejts 3, te 
Leaders of the Diſſenters, ro the amazement of 
all perſons, made no account of this : and 
even ſeemed uneafie at it, at which the Earl 
pf Nottingham, and Sir Thomas Clarges, chat fer 
on that Bill with much zeal, can give a more 
particular account. All rheſe things concurred 
ro make thoſe of the Church of England con- 
clude, a little to2 raſhly, rhar their ruin was re- 
folved onz and then it was no wander if the 
ſpirit of a Parry, the remembrance of rhe /aft 
War, the preſent proſpe& of danger, and above 
all, the great favour that was ſhewed them ar 
Court, threw them fatally imo ſome angry and 
Violent Counſels ;, (elf-preſeryation is very natu- 
ral: and iris plain, that many of rhem took 
that to be the Caſe, ſo that truly ſpeaking, it 
was not ſo much art firſt a ſpirit of Perfecurrcn, 
as a defire of diſabling thoſe who they believed 
intended to ruin them from effeting their d> 
figns,thar ſer them on to all thoſe unhappy rings 
that followed. They were animaredto all they 
did by the cotinued earneſtneſs of the King 
and Dube, and of their Myniſters,' That - Re- 
proach of 7uſtice, and of rhe profetlion of che 
Law, who is now fo high, was ſingled our for 
no other end, bur to be their Common Han '» 
man ever England ; of whomrhe late King gave 
this true Charater, That hz had neither Wis, 
Law, nor Common Senſe z but that he had the Im- 

;Þudence of ten. Carted Whores in him. © Another 
Buffoon, was hired ro plague the Nation with 

three or four Papersa week, which ro the Re- 

, proach of che Age in which we live, had but 
t0Q great. and tco general an <fie, for poyſon- 
ing the Spigirs. cf the Clergy. _ Bur thoſe who 


knew how all this was managed, ſaw thdt-is 
was not only fer on, bur ſtill kept up by the 
Coart, If any of the Clergy had but preached 
a word for moderation, he had a Chiding ſenc 
him preſently from the Cot, and he was from 
that day marked out as a diſaffefed perſin: and 
when the Clergy of London did very worthily re- 
fuſe to give Informations againſt their Pariſhis 
ners that had not alwaies conformed, the defign 
hayin2 her; form'd upon that to bring them 
into the Spiritual Courts, and Excommunicate 
them, and make them loſe their right of Vo... 
ting, and fo the Charter f Landon might have 
been delivered up when (o many C:tzzens were 
by ſuch means fhur out of rhe Cmmen-Cuncil; 
we - remember welt how feycrely they were 
Cenfared for this, by fome thac are now dead, 
and \Mhers thar arc yer alive. I will nor go 
further into this marrer ;- I will not deny bur 
many of che Diſfenters were pur to great hard- 
ſhips, in many parcs of England, I cannot de- 
ny it, and I am ſure 1 will never juſtifie ic. 
Bur this 1 will pofitively fav, having obſerved 
ir alt nartowly, that he muſt have the brow 
a F*ſ»ire,char can caſtthis wholly on the 
of Enzlani, and free the Court from ir, 
beginnings and the progreſs of it came from the 
Court, and from the Popiſh Party : and tho per 
haps evcry one does not know all the ſecrets 
of this marrer, thar others miay have found our, 


The 


yet xo man was ſo ignorant 25 not to ſee whar 


was the-chief ſpring of all thoſe Irregular ma- 
rions rhat- ſome of us made. ar thattime': -þ 


upon the whole macrer, alt. that can he made 


our of this,is,thar the paſſions and infirmities of 
ſome of the Church of England, being hn 4 
pily ſtirred up by the Diſſenters, they were 
tally condnged by the Popiſh Party, t6- be the 
Inſtruments in dying a great deal of miſchief, 


IX. It is not to be doubted, but. though 


fome weaker men of £2 may perhaps- 
ſtill retain their =_ vih animoſity; a- 


againſt the - Diſſentex#, ver-che wiſer and 
ſerious heads of xr and. Worthy and, le 
now their! Ecyour: thee who- dove 


4 
Ya, 
\ 


- 
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on in it, till 


ary wa to have ruined them 
op bu ve appeared againſt Po- 


by it. And a 
pery, with ny ry a ſtrength of Learning,' and 
of firm Steadneſs, as perhaps can be mer with 


in all Church- Hiſtory ; ſo 1t cannot be doubred, 
bur their Reffe#jons on the dangers inro which 
Diviſions have thrown'us, have given chem 


r Notions with relation to a Argorous Con-- 


formity : and that the juſt. Dereſtation which 
they have expreſſed of the Corrupticr? of 'the 
Church of Rome has led them ro cenfider and 
abhor one of the worſt things in ir. 1 mean, 
their Severity towards Hereticks, and the ill uſe 
that they ſee the Court has made of their Zeal 
for ſupporting the Crown, to juſtifie the ſub- 
verſicn of our Gevernment that is now ſer on 
from ſome of rheir large and unwary [= 
ohs,. will certamly make rhem here 
cautious in medling with Peli'icks : the Biſhops 
have under their hands both diſowned that 
wide extent of the Prerogative, to: the over- 
rurning of the Law, and declared their Diſpo- 
Prion ro come to a Temper in matters of Con- 
ity; and there ſeems to be no doubt lefr 
che Sincerity of their Intentions in chat mat- 
ter. Their Piety and Vertue, and the proſpet 
that they now have of ſuffering themſelves, 
pus us beyond all dowbr as to their Sincerity, 
ad if over God in his Providence brings us 
again into a ſetled State, our of the Storm in- 
to which our Paſſions and. Folly, as well as the 
Treachery of others has brought us, it cannot 
be imagined, that the Biſhops will go off from 
thoſe Moderate Reſolutions, which they have 
now Declared, and continuing firm to 
them, the weak and indiſcreet Paſſions of an 
of the inferiour Clergy, muſt needs Vaniſh, 
when they are under the condu@ of wiſe and 
worthy Leaders. - And I will boldly ſay this, 
that if the Church of England, afrer ſhe has 
our of this Storm, will return to hearken to 
 peeviſhneſs of ſome Sore Men, ſhe will be a- 
both of God and Man, and will ſet 
both Hetven and Earth againſt her. The Na- 
tion ſees to0 Viſibly, how dear the Diſpute a- 
bout Conformity has coſt us, ro ſtand any more 


tad 
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upon ſuch PunFiliys: and T HOSE in whom® 
or Deliverance is wrapt up, underſtand this 
matrer too well, and judge too righr of it, to 
imagin that ever they will be Prieft-ridden in 
this potht. Se that all conſiderations concur 
ro maxe us conclude, that there is no danger of 
our \plicing ſecond time upon the ſame Roch : 
And indeed, if_any Argument were wanting to 
complear the cerrainty of this poinr, the Wiſe 
and Generour behaviour of the main body of 
te Diſſemters, in this preſent -Funfure, has 
given them fo juſt a« Title 10 our Friendſhip, 
that we muſt reſolve -to ſer-all the World a- 
gainſt as, if we can ever forget it; and if we 
do nor make them all the returns of Eaſe and 
Favor, when 1t is in our Power to do it. 

-X. Ir is to be hoped, thar when this is laid 
together, ir. will have chat effe&t on all Sober 
and True Proteſt.ntr, as to maie them forger 
the little angry H:ats that have been aTong us, 
and even to forgec the Injuries that have been 
done us : All that we do now cone agninſt Ano- 
ther, 1s to ſhorten the work of our Enemies, 
deſtroying one Another, which muſt in Conclu- 
ion turn to all our Ruin. It is a Midmans 
Revenge to deſtroy our Friends that we may 
do a pleaſure to our Enernes, upon their giv- 
mg us ſome good Words; and it the Piſſ-nteys 
can truſt ro Papiſtr, afrer the uſage that the 
Church of England has met with at their hands, 
all the comfort that they promiſe themſclves, 
when Popery begins to a its Matural pry a- 
m as, aud to ſet Smrhfield again in a Fire, 
is that which befel ſome Quakers ar Rome, 
who were firſt put inro the Inquaſition, bur 
were afterwards removed to Bedlam; to thac 
thoſe falſe Brethren among the' Diſſenters, who 
deceive them at preſent, are certainly no 
Changelings, but know well what they are do- 
ing 3 yer thoſe who can be cheared by them, 
may well claim the priviledg of a Bedlam, when 
their Folly has left them no other retrear. _ 

X1I. I will not digreſs too far from my 
preſent purpoſe ; nor enter into a Diſcuſſion 
of the Diſpenſing Power, which was ſo cfte- 
&ually overthrown the other day at = 

s 


Kings-Bench-Bar, that I am fure all the Autho- 
rity of the Bench it ſelf is no more able to Sup- 
port it; Yer ſome late Papers in favour of it, 
give me occaſion to add 4 little relating to 
that point, It is true, the Aſſertor of the Diſ- 
penſing Yower, who has lately appeared with 
Allowance, pretends that it can only .be applyed 
to the Teſt for pablick Employments; for he 
owns, that the Teft for both Haves of Parlia- 
ment 15 left entire, as not within the compaſs” 
of this excent of the Frerogative z but -another 
Writer, whom by his fenfe we muſt conclude 
an Iriſhman, by his brow « 7eſ«it, and by the 
bare deſignation in the Title page, of Zames 
Stewarts Letter, a.Quaber, goes a ſtrain high- 
er, and thinks, the King 1s fo abſolutely the 
Soveraign as to the Legiſlative part of our 
Government, that he may diffolve even the Par- 
liament Teft; So humbly has he leapt from be- 
ing a Secretary to « Rebellion, ro be an Adve- 
cate for Tyranny. He fancies, that becauſe -no 
Parliament can bind « Sr therefore they 
cannot limit the Pre/mmingries 40 a ſubſequent 
Parkament. Bur upon- what is it then, that 
Counties have bur two Knights,and Burroughs as. 
many ? that men. below ſuch a value have no 
Vate, thar Sheriffs only receive Writs and re- 
turn Elefijons ; beſides many more neceſlary 
requifices ro the making a legal Parkament. In 
fhorr, if Laws do not regulate the Ele#ton and 
Conflirution of a Parliament, all theſe .things 
may be overthrown, and the King may caft 
the whole Government in a new Mould. as well 
as diſſolve the Obligation that is on the Hem- 
bers of Partiament for taking the Teft. Ir is 
true, . that as ſoon as a Parliament is legally 
mer and conſtirured, it is tyed by no Laws, 
ſo far as norto repeal them 3 but the Preltmi- 
naries to a Parliament are till ſacred, as long 
as the Law ſtands that ſettled them ;, for the 
Members are ſtill in the quality of ordinary 


SubjeF#s, and not centred upon their ſhare in- 


the Legiſlaiive Power, till they are conſtituted 
Mm a Parliament legally choſen and Lawfully 
aſſembled, that is, having obſerved all the Re- 
quifites of the Law. Bur I leave that im 
dent Letter ro return to the moſt Apology t 


7 | 
has been yer wric for the Diſpenſing Pawer,_ It 


yields that the King cannot abrogate Laws, and. 
pretends only that he cati diſpenſe with them ; 
and vhe diſtinion ir purs  berween. Abrogation 
and Diſpenſation, is, that the one is a total re- 
uu the » and that the other is only a 
{ackning of its- obligatory force, with Relation 
to a particular Man, or to any body of Men; 
ſo that according to him, a ſimple* Abrogation 
or a total Repeal, 15 beyond rhe compals of the 
Prerogative, I defire then that this DoFrine 
may be applyed to the following words of the 
Declaration; from which the Reader may infer 
whether theſe do import a Simple Abrogation, or 
not, and by conſequence, if the Declaration 
15 not illegal, We do hereby further Declare, That 
it is our Koyal Will and Pleaſure, that the Oat 
commonly called the Gaths of Supremacy and 
legeance, and alſo the ſeveral Teſts and Declara- 
Hongo— ſhall not at any time rer, be re- 
quired to be taken, Declared or ſabſcribed by any 
up ſans whatſoever, who is or 

* Imployed in' any Office or place of Truff, either 
—_ or i ER under wy in our Government, . 

1s 1s plain Engiifh,and no Commentary. 

That Paper offers likewiſe an Expedienr; for: 
ſecuring Liberty of Conſcience, by which ir 
will be ſer beyond even the Diſpenſing Power 3 
and char is, that by AR of Parliamenr-all Per- 
ſecutien may be declared to be a thing evil in its 
ſelf, and then the Prerogative cannot reach it. 
Bur unleſs this Author fancies, that a Parlia- 
ment is that which thoſe of the Church of 
Rome believe a General Council to be, I mean 
Infallible, I do nor fee that ſuch an AR would » 
ſignifie any thing at all, An AR of "Par- 
liament cannot f—_ .the narure of things - 
which are ſullen, and will not alter, becauſe 
a hard Word is clapt on them in an ARof 
Parliament; nor can that make that which 
is not Eul of it Self, become Evil of it _ 
for can- any At of Parliament make 


Clipping of Mony, or the not Burying in 
Woollen evil of it ſelf Such an AR were 
indeed null of it ſelf, and would fink with . 


its own Weight, even without the burdens - 
of the Prerogative to preſs ir down: and yer- 
R.2. npoa +. 


 \ 
upon ſuch a ſandy foundatien would theſe men 
have us build all our Hopes and our Securities. 
Another Topick like this, is, that we ought to 


rruſt ro the Truth of 'our Religion, and the pro- 
vidence and protetion of God, and not to' 


lean ſo much to Laws and Teſts, All rhis were 
yery pertinent, if God had nor already given us 
humane Aflurances againſt the Rage of our E- 
nemics, which we are now defired ro abandon, 
that ſo we may fall an eafie and cheap Sacrrfice 
ro Hrs —— che _ moment 
ro deflyoy us : by ame reaſon the - 
ſwade us to take off all our Doors, Are f wr 
all our Locks and Bolts, aud to fleep in this ex. 
condition, truſting ro God's ProteZ#ton : 

The ſimily tnay appear a little roo high, thoit 
isreally ſhorr of the marter; for we had berter 
truſt ourſelves to all the Thieves and Robbers 
of the Town, who would be perhaps content- 
RE LE OnTeTES: 
are , 

Ws all that 1s ro Bly. us. , 
XU. & will only add another Reflexion up- 
on the renewing of the Declaration this year, 
which has occafioned the prefent ſtorm upon 
the Glergy. | It is repeared tous thar ſo we may 
ſe thar the-King continues firm to the Promiſes 
he made laft year. Yerwhen Men of Honour 
haye ence given their Word, they rake it ll if 
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any do not truſt to that, bur mnſt needs have 
ir repeared to them: in the ordinary com- 
merce of the World, the repeating of promi- 
fes over and over again, is rather a ground Saſ- 
pition chan of Configence, and if we judg of the 


' accompliſhment of all the other parrs of the 


Declaration, from that one, which relates to 
the maintaining of the Church of England, as 
by Law Eſtabliſhed, the Jron_ againſt 
the Fellows of Magdalen Colledge, gives ns no 
reaſon to conclade, that this will be like the 
Laws of the Meads and Perſims, which alter 
not ; all the talk of the New Magna Charta 
cannot Jay us afleep, when we fee fo little re- 
gard had to the Old one. As for the ſecurity 
which is offered us in this repeating of the 
Kings promiſes, we maſt crave leave to re- 
member, that the King of *France even after he 
had reſolved to break the Edi: of Nantes, yer 
repeaed in above an hundred Eqdifs, that 
were real and viſ.b'e violations of that Edi# 
a clauſe confirmatory of the Eqi# of Nantes, 
declaring that he would never Vizlare it : and 
in that we may Teewhar a account is to be had 
of all prowiſes made w Herericks, in matters of 
Religion, by any Pnnce of the Roman Commu- 
non, bur more particularly by a Prince who has 
put the conduct of his Conſczence in the hands 
of a Feſute, 
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. poſedentir 


Into the Mcaſures of 


-» T:Q 


SUBMISSION. 


THE 


SU PR'E A M. 'A UTHORIT Y: 


And of the Grounds upon which it tiay be Lawful or neceſſary 


for Subjefs,. to defend their 


| ; His Enquary carmot be Re larly made, 


but by 'raking in che place,a true 


"0 andfallyiew of rhe nature of Civil 


Society, and more particularly of che nature bf 
Supream Power, whether it is lodged in one or 
more perſons ? as 


+ *E. It is cerrain, that the Law of Natnre has 


put*no difference nor ſabordinarion - among 


_ Men, except prey of . Children to Parents, 


or of Wroes to their Hilchands; fo that witch 
Relation to the Law of Nature, all Men are 
bor free : and this Liberry muſt ſtill be ſup. 

e,. unleſs ſo: far as it is limited by 
Contratts, Proviſions and Laws. For a Man 


- can either bind*himſelf to be a Servant, or 
' fell himiel” ro-be a Slave,” by which he be- 


comes in the power of anorher, only fo tar as 
it was provided by the Contra: "ſince all 


that Liberty which was not exprefly given 


away, remains ſtil! enrire : fo that the plza for 
Liberty always proves it ſelf, unleſs it appears 


"that it is given up or lingited by any ſpecial 
© agreement, 


IL. Ir isno leſs certain, that as the light of 
nature has planted in all mer a natural principle 
of the love of Life,and of a deſire to preſerve it; 
ſo the common priac:ples of a'l rel:g1on agree 


- to our ſelves, or to any others. 


Religten, Lives and. Liberties. 


in this; that God having fer us in this World, 
: we are bound to'pteferve that being, which 


he has given is, 'by #11 Juſt and lawful ways. 
Now this' Duty of SelF-preſervation,js exerred 


' in inſtances of two ſorts ; the one are, in the 


reſiſting of Violent Aggreſſors; the other are 
the raking of juſt teyenges of thoſe, who have 
invaded ns "1 ſecretly, that we could nor 
prevent them, ind ſo Violently that we could 
nor refiſt them / in which caſes the principle 
of ſel{-preſervarion warrants us, both to reco- 
ver what is our own, with juſt damages, and 
alfo to pur ſuch unjuſt perſons our of a Capa- 
city of doing the like Injuries any more, eicher 
Now in theſe 
inſtances of ſelf- preſervation, this difference is 
ro be obſerved ; that the firſt cannot be limi- 
ted, by any flow forms, fince a preſſing dan- 
ger requires a vigorous repulſe ; and cannot 
admic of delays; whereas the - ſecond, of 
taking revenges, or reparations, 1s not of ſuch 
haſt, but that it may be brought under rulcs 


" and forms. 


III. The true ane Original Notion of Ct- 
vil Society and Government is, that it 15a 
Compromiſe made by ſuch a body of Men, by 
which they reſizn up the right of demanding 

A rears 


Ve 


= 
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| 
| 
| 


wa 
4 ſtirutions, nor diſturb the peace of Mankind, 


-Rricter. Obligations, to pay all 


reparations , either in the way of Juſtice , 
againſt one another, or in the way of War, 
againſt their Neighbours ; to ſuch a ſiggle per- 
ſon, or to ſuch a body of Men as they tink fir 
to truſt with this.” And in the managemenr of 
this Civil Sociery, great diſtin&tion is to be made 

cen the power of making Laws for the 
Regulating the Condu@ of -it, and the 
of Executing thoſe Laws : The Supream Au- 
zborit y maſt i] be ſuppoſed to be lodged-with; 
thoſe whe have the Legiſlative Power reſerved! 
to them 3 but not with thoſe who 'have only 
the Executive; which is a plain Traſt, when it 
1s ſeparated from the Legi/lative Power; and all 
Truſts, by their nature import, that thoſe to 
whom they are given, are accountable, even 


thongh it ſhotild not be expreſſly ſpegified ityhe * 
work . fy W__ ? - for a Ibnger vine as-an Apprentice, or 


s$ of theTryft it ſe,” *-- 


IV. It cannot be ſuppoſed, by the princi- 
ples of Narural Religion, that God has Au- 
thorized any one Form of Government, any other- 

than as the general Rules of Order, and 


ſtice, oblige all Men not to ſubyert Con- 


may have veſted ſome-perſons ; for it-is certain, 
that as private Contracts lodge or tranflate pt i- 
vate uy ; ſo the Publick Laws can likewiſe 
lodge ſuch Rights, Prerogarives and Reve- 
nues, in thoſe, ugder whoſe Proteftion they 
put themſelves, and infuch.a manner that they 


or invade thoſe ſme pres which the Law 


may come to have as good a Title to theſe, as-/ 


any groame Perſon can- have to his Property : 
ſo that it becomes an A of high Injuſtice and 
Violence, to invade theſe : which is ſo far a: 
greater fin than any ſuch a&tions would. be, a- 
gainſt a private Peiſon, as the publick Peace 
and Order is preferrable to all private Confide- 
Tations whatſoever. So that in truth, the 
principles of Natural Religion, give thoſe that 
are in Authority, vo powes at all, but they do 
only ſecure them in the poſſeſſion of that which 
is theirs by Law. Andas no Conſiderations of 
Religion can bind me to pay another more than 


I indeed owe him, but do only bind me mare- 


ſtritly toÞpay what I owe; ſo the Confidera- 
rions of Religion do indeed _ SubjeFs under 


ue Allegiance 


power - 
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and Submiſſion to their Princes, but they do 
not af alfextend that "Allegſance furcher than 
the 24” Wn it. though a ap - has 
no divine rzght to his property, but has acqui- 
red it by Done means, foch as ſucceſſion, or 
induſtry, yet he has a ſecuricy for the eyjoy- 
ment of it, from a Diviae right ; ſo though 
Princer have no immediate warrants from Hea- 
yen, either for their Original Titles, or for the- 
extent ofitherp, yet they are ſecured in the poſ- 
ſcflion of them by the Principles and Rules of. 


' Natural. Religion. 


V. Ir is to be Conſidered, that as a private- 
perſon, can bind himſelf to another Mans ſer- 
vice, by different degrees, either as an Qrdi- 
nary ſerv. for wages, or as{ one Fogel 

Aa - 
toral giving himſelf up to another, as 1n the 
caſcot_ Slavery: , Inall which caſes the Gen- 
ral name of Mafter may be equally-uſd , 
yetthe degrees of his power,'are to be judg- 
__ Nas EM of the Cm ſo like- 
wi ies en-cau give yes up 1n 
different; degrees, . to the Conduct ot qghers-: 
and therefore though. all thoſe- may carry the 
ſame name of King; yetevery.anes power 15t0 
be taken from-the meaſures of that Authority 


which is lodgedjn him, and not from any . ge- 


neral Specnlations. founded an ſome. .Equivocal 


terms, ſuch as King, Soveraign, or 'Supream. 


VI, Iz js certain; that God, as the Creator 
and Cioyernour of - the World, .may. ſet up 
whom he will, to rule over other mer; . But 
this declaration of . his will, muſt be made. 
evident by Prophets, or other r rcaryataas 
Men..ſent of him, who have: fome mani Mt 
proofs of the Divine Authority that is com-- 
micted to them, on ſach occaſions, and upon 
ſuch perſons declaring the will of God, 1n 
favour of any ochers, that Declaration isto be 
ſubmitted to, and obeyed. But this pre- 
tence of. a divine Delegation, can be carried 
no further than to thoſe who are thus ex- 
preſly marked Qut,. and: is unjuſtly claim- 
ed by thoſe who can prove 'no ſach Decla- 
ration to have been ever made-'in favour of 
them, or thew families. Nor does it appear 

: reaſonable 


(3) 


rexfonable to _— from their bing in long to perſons ' that were immediately de- 
poſſei>n; that ie! is the will of Godthet it ſigned by God, are without any ſorr of rea- 


{ſhould bs {6; this' juſtifies all Ufurpers when iq applied ro choſe; who can 
mam. | vo 


they are ſucceſbbal. 

VII. The meaſures of Power, and by con- 
ſequence of Obedience, muſt-be- taken- from 
the expreſs Law of any *Stare,- or body of 
Men from: the Oaths that they ſwear , or 
from* Immemoriat Preſcription; - and a long: 

ſſeflion, which" both give -a Title, and in 
a. long wa of *time' make a bad one be- 
come good, fince Prefcription when it 'paF- 
ſes the memory of Man, and is not diſpured 
by any -other - Pretender, gives ne the come». 
mon ſenſe of all M=n a juſt and good Ti- 
tle: ſo upon the whole matter, the degrees 
of- alÞ Civil Authority, are to- be taken* ei- 
ther from- expres Laws , immemorial Cu- 
ſtoms, or from particular *Oaths, which the 
Subje&s ſwear to their Princes: this being 
ſill to be laid down for a Principle; thatin 
all: che diſputes betwen Power and Liberty, 
Power- maſt- always be -proved, but Liberty 


proves it (elf; the one being. founded. only: 


upon: poſitive - Law; and the other upgn- the 
DN ym 


| Nature.- - 
VIII. Tf from the 1 Principles of 
Human Society, and Natural Religion, we 
carry this matter ro be examined by the Scri- 
it -is' clear that all' the paſſages that 
are” in the- Old Teftement; are not to- 
made uſe of- in this matter , of neither ſide. 
For-as the Land 'of- Cangon,, was given to 
the Fews by an immediate - grant - from 
Heaven, ſo God reſerved till this to himſelf, 
and-to-the-Declarations thar he ſhould make 
from time to time, ether by his Prophets 
or- by the Anſwers that came from the C] 
of Glory thar was between the Cherubims, 
th ſet up Judges or Kings over them, and 
to pull them down again-as he thought fir. 


Here was an expreſs Delegation made by. 


God, and therefore all that was done in that 
Difpenſation, either for or againſt Princes, 
i* not to be made uſe of 'in any other Stare, 
that is founded on another bottom and Con- 
ſtitation, and 'all the expreſſions in the 0/4 
Teſtamem relating-to the ' Kinys, ſince they be- 


retend to no } 
h deſignation, nzithzr for themſelves” nor 
for their Anceſtors. 


IX.- As for the New Teſtament, ic is plain, 
that there' are no- rules given in it , neither 
tor the forms of Goverment in general, nor 
for the degrees of any one- form 1n partt» , 
cular, bur/the general Rules of Juſtice, Or- 
der and Peace, being Eftablil in ic. up. 
on higher motives, and more binding con- 
ſiderations, than, ever they were in any 0- 
ther Religion whatſoever, we are moſt ſtrict- 
ly bound by it, to obſerve the Conſticutt- 
on in which we are; and it is plain, 
the Rules &t us inthe Goſpel, can be car» 
ried -no further. Its indeed- clear from 
the- New -Teftament, x4 the Chriſtian Religi» 
on as ſuch, gives us no grounds to defend or 
propagate it by force, It is a Doctrine of 
the Crofs, and of Faith, and Patience under 
it : and if by-the order of Divine Providence, 
and of any Conſtitution of Crovernment, un- 
der- which we are born, we are 
ſufferings , for our profedſing of it, we may in- 
deed retire op of any ſuch Country, iF 
we can ; bit ifthat is denied us, we muſt then 
according to this Religion, ſubmit to thoſe ſuf 
ferings under which we may be brought, 


Cort= 
be fidering that God will beglorified by us in fo 


doing, and that he will both ſupport us uns 
one = ſufferings, and gloriouſly reward us 
or them. 


This was "the ſtate of the Chriſtian Religions 
during the three firſt Centuries, under Hea- 
then Emperors , and a Conſtitution in which 
Pagtniſm was Eftabliſhed by Law. Burt if by 
the Laws of any Government, - the Chriſtian 
Religion, . or any form of it, is become a pare 
of the _— Property, it then falls all 
other conſideration, not'as it is a RI bue 
as it is become one of the principal rights ofthe 
Sutjefs, to believe and profeſs it : and then we 
mnſt judge of the Invaſions -made on. that, as 
we do of, any other Invaſion, that is madeon: 
our other Rights. 

XN, Al! the 'palſages tin the New —_— 


\ 


; (4) 


that relate to Civil- Government , are to be 
Exponnded as they "were truly meant, in op- 
ation to that falſe Notion of the Fews, 
who believed themſelves to be ſo immedi- 
ately under the Divine Authority, that they 


- could not become the Subjetts of any other 


Power ; particularly of one that, was not of 
their Nation, or of their Religion.: there- 
fore they thought they could not | 
the Romgn Yoke, nor bound to pay: Tribute 
to Ceſer, but judged that they. were only 
ſubje& out of ns , by reaſon of the force 
'that lay on them , bnt not for Conſcience 
ſake: and ſo in all their diſperſion, both at 
Rome and elſewhere, they thought they were 
Gods Freemen, and made uſe of this pre- 
tended -liberty as. 4 cloak of maliciouſneſs In 


oppoſition to all, which, fince 1p a courſe. 


of- many years, they had asked the proteQi- 
on of the Roman. Yok@ and were come un- 
der their Authority. , our Saviour ordered 
them to continue in that, by is ſaying Ren« 
der to Ceſar that which is Ceſars ; and both 
St. Paul in his Rpt ro the Romans, and 
St.. Peter in his General Epiſtle, haye very 

firively condemned that pernicious maxim ; 
—_— any- formal Declarations made of 
the Rules or Meaſures of Government. - And 
fince both the People and Senate of Rome 
had irnparjanges the -_—_ that Auguſtus 
had indeed violently Uſurped, it became 
Legal when it was thus ſubmitted to , and 
confirmed both by the Senate and. People : 
and it was eſtabliſhed in his Family by a long 
Preſcription, when thoſe. Epiſtles were writ : 
fo that upon the whole matter, all that is in 
the New Teſtament upon this ſubje&t, imports 
no more, but that all Chriſtians are bound to 
acquieſce in the Government, and Tubmit vo it, 
according to the Conſtitution that is ſettled by 


Law. 
XI. We are then at laſt brought to the 
Conſtitution of opr Exgiiſh Government : ſo 


that no General Conſiderations from ſpecu- 


- ations about Soveraign Power , nor from 


any paſſages either of the Old and New Te- 
ftament, ought to determine us in this mat- 
ter; which muſt be fixed from the Laws 


and Regulations that have becn made among 


"under. 


us. It is then certain, that with Relation to 
the Executive part, of the Covernment;' the 
Law has | that. ſingly. in the King 3 lo ; 
that the whole Adminiſtration of it is jn 
him: .. but the Legiflaztive Power is lodged 
between the King: 9nd the Two Houſes of 
Parliament ; fo that the power of making 
and repealing Laws, is not fingly- in the 


King, but only ſo far as the Two Houſes con» 


cur with him.* It is alſo clear, that the King 
has ſuch a determined extent of Prerogative, - 
beyond which he has -no-+Authority ;- as-for , 
inſtance, -if he levies money of his people, 
without a Law impowring him to it, he goes 
beyond the .limics of his Power, and asks 
that to which he has 'no right : ſo that there 


lies no obligation on the Subje&-to: grant., 


it: andif any-in his Name uſe Violence for 
the obtaining it, - they ' are-to- be. looked ons+ 
as ſo many . Robbers, that Inyade , our Pro- 
perty, . and oy being Violene- agerefſours, 
the Principle of ſel-preſervirion ſeems here to; 
take place, and to, warrant as Yjolent a re- 
ſiſtance; . 7 | 
XII. T here-is .nothing more eyident,: than 
that England is a free Natjoh, 'that, has 
its Liberties and Properties reſerved to ir, 
by many poſitive and expreſs Laws: if then 
we have a right to our Preperty, we muſt: 
likewiſe be ſuppoſed to have a right to pre- 
ſerye it : for thoſe Rights are e Law ſe- 
cured againſt the Invajſions of the Preroga- 
tive, and by conſequeace we muſt have a 
right to preſerve them againſt thoſe Invaſions. 


It is alſo evidently declared by our Law, that . 


all Orders and Warrants, that are iſſued out in 
Gr———_ to them, are null of themſelves ; 
and by conſequence, any that pretend to 
have Coming from the King, for. thoſe 
ends, are to be conſidered as 1t they | had. 
none at all : ſince thoſe Commiſſions being 
void of themſelves, are indeed no Com- 
miſſions in. the Conſtruction of the- Law ; 
ard therefore thoſe who act in vertue of them, 
are ſtil] to be conſidered, as ptivate pexfons 
who come to invade and diſturb us. It isalſo 
to be ebſerved, that there are ſome Points 
that are juſtly diſputable and doubtful, and 
others that are {0 manifeſt, that it is plain thar 

any 


y 


of 


| FE 


any Objedtions that can be made to them, are 
rather forced prerences, than ſo much as plau- 
ſible colours. Ir is true, it the Caſe is doube- 
ful, the Incereſt of the Publick Peace and Or- 
der, ought to carry it ; but the Caſe is quite 
different when the Invaſions that are made 
upon Liberty and Property, are plain and viſible 
ro all rhat confider them. ; 

XII. The main and great difficulty here, 
is, That tho our Government does indeed af- 
ſert the Liberty of the Subjef, yet there are 
mary expreſs Laws made, that. lodge the Mt- 
licis ſingly in the Kipg, that make it plainly 
unlawful upon any pretence whatſoever to 
tike Arms againſt che King, or any Com- 
miſſioned by him: And theſe Laws have 
been put in the form of an Oath, which all 
that have bor, any Employment either in 
Church or State have, ſworn; and therefore 
thoſe Laws, for the aſſuring our Liberties 
do indeed bind the Kings Conſcience, a 
may affe& his Miniſters ; yet fince it is a Max- 
im of our Law, that the King can do no 
wrong, theſe cannot be carried ſo far as to 
juſtifie our taking Arms againſt hl be the 
tranſgreſſions of Law ever ſo many and ſo ma- 
niteſt :- And fince this has been the cenſtanc 
Dottrine of the Church of England, it will be a 
very heavy Impurtation on us, if it appears, 
that tho we held thoſe Opinions, as long as 
the Court and the Crown have favoured us, 
yet as ſoon as the Court turns againft us, we 
change our principles. ; 

| XIV. ere is the true Difficulty of this 
whole Matter, and therefore it ought to be 
exactly conſidered : Firſt, All general Words, 
how large ſoever, are ſtill ſuppoſed ro haye 
a tacit exception, and reſerve in them, if the 
Matter ſeems to require 1t. - Children | are 
commanded to obey their Parents 1n all things : 
Wives are declared by the Scripture, ro be 
ſubje& to their Husbands »-«tt things, as the 
Church is unto-Chrift: And yer how compre- 
henſive ſoever theſe words may ſeem to be, 
there is ſtill a reſerve to be underſtood in them; 
and tho by our Form ot Marriage, the Parties 
ſwear to one another zill Death them do = 
few doubt but that this Bond is diffolv 

> adultery, 


tho it is not named ; forodious 


u 


things _—_ to be ſuſpeRed, and 'thet& » 
fore not nated upon ſuch occaſions : Bur: *» 
when they fall out, they carry ſtill their own. 1» 
force with them. 2. When there ſeems 10-1 
be a Contradictih between rwo Articles in the 
Conſtitution, we ought to examin which of 
the two is the moſt Evident, ard the moſt 
Important, and {> we ought to fix upon it,” 
and then we muſt give fuch an accommoda-- |. 
ting ſenſe to that which ſeems co contradiC it, '> 
that ſo we may reconcile thoſe together, Here-.. 
then are two ſceming Contradictions in1our- 
Conſtitution: The one is the Publick Liberty 
of the Nation ; the other is the Ren 

of all Reſi/tance, in caſe that were a 
Ir is plain, that our Liberty is only..a thingithat-ft 


'we enjoy at the Kings Diſcretion, and ducing.? 


his. Pleaſure, if the other againſt all Reſiſtapge 
is to be underſtood according to-the utmoſt 7. 
extent of the Words. Therefore fince the » 
chief Deſign of our whole Law, and of all the + 
ſeveral Rules of our Conſtitution, is to ſecure. -. 
and maintain our Liberty, we ought to lay-, 
that down for a Concluſion, that it is both - 
the moſt hoot and the moſt Importance of the 
two: And therefore the other Article againſt | 
Refiſtance ought to be ſo ſoſtned, as that ic 
do not deſtroy this. 3. Since it is by a Law 
that Reſiſtance is condemned, we ought to 
underſtand it in ſuch a ſenſe as that it does not 
deſtrow all other Laws : And therefore the in- 
tent ofthis Law, muſt only relate to the Exe- 
cutirve Power, which is in the King, and no , 
to the Legiſlative, in which we cannot ſup- 
py that our Legiſlators, who made that 
w, intended to give upthar, which we 
plainly ſee they reſolved ſtill ro preſerve encire, 
according to the Ancient Conſtitution. So - 
then, the not reſiſting the King, can only be 
applied to the Executive Power, that ſo upon 
no pretence of 11] Adminiſtrations in the Exe- 
cutton of the Law, ir ſhould be lawful to re- 
fiſt himz but this cannot with any reaſon be. 
extended to an Invaſion of the Legi/lative 
Power, or to a total Subverſion of the Governg 
ment. For it being plain, that the Law did. 
not deſign to lodge that Power in the King, 
it is alſo plain, that it did not intend to ſecure. 
him 1n it, in caſe he ſhould ſer _ * 
4. T he 


(6) 


4. The -Law- mentioning the King, or thoſe 
pus res by him, ſhews plainly, that ir 
only detigned 'to ſecure the King in tae Exe- 
urive Po wer : for the Word Cyqgrmifſyn neceſ- 
farily imports this, fince if ir is nor according 
to Law, 
mh So who at in Vertue of it, are not 

tonaced by the Kuz in the Senſe of che 
Law. The. King likewiſe Imports a Prince 
Clothed by Lew with the Regal Prerogative; 
but if. he goes to Subvert the whole Foundati- 
onof the Goyernment, he Subverts that by 
which he himſelf has his Power, and by conſe. 
quence he annuls his own Power; and then he 


ceaſes to be King, having endeavoured to de-, 


ſtroy thar, upon which his own Authority is 
founded. 


NV. It is acknowledged by the preateſt 
Aﬀertors of Monarchichal Power, that in ſome 
Caſes a King may fall from his Power, and in 
other Caſes thar he may fall from the Exerciſe 
of it. His Deſerting his People, his going a- 
bout ro enſlave, or fell them-to any other, or 
a furious going about to deſtroy them, are in 
the opinion of che moſt Monarchical Lawyers, 


ſuch Abuſes, that they naturally diveſt choſe. 


that are guilry of them, of their whole Aucho - 
rity. Infancy or Phrenzy do alſo put them 
under the Guardianſhip of others, All the 
Crowned Heads of Europe haye, at; leaſt (e- 
cretly, approved of the putting the lace King 
of Portugal under a Guardianſhip, and the 
keeping him ſtill Priſoner for .a : few ARts. of 
Rage, that had been fatal to a yery few Per- 
ſons : And even our Court gaye-the firſt coun- 
tenance to it, though of all others rhe late King 
had rhe moſt reaſon to have done it at leaſt 
laſt ofall ; fince ir juſtified a younger Brarhers 
ſupplanting the Elder; yer the Evidence of the 
thing carricd ir even againſt Intereſt, There- 
fore if a King goes about to ſubvert the Go- 
vernment, and to overrurn the whole Canſtt- 


rution, he by this muſt be ſuppoſed either to. 


fall from his Power, or ar leaſt from the Exer- 
cx of ir, ſo far as that he ought ro. be put 


under Guardians ; and. according co, the Caſe 


of Portugal, the nex. Heir falls naturally ro be 
the Guardian. ; 


it is no Commiſſim; and by Conſe. 


XVI, The next thing to he conſidered, i 
toſce in Fatt whether; rhe Foundarions of tht; 
Government have been ſtruck ac, and whether 
thoſe Errors, that have been. perhaps cotumir- 
red, are only ſuch Maleverſations, as ought 
to be imputed only ro Human Frailty, and to 
the Ignorance, Inadvertencies, or. Paſſions to 
which all Princes may. be ſubje&, as well as 0- 
ther men, Bur this will beſt appear if we con- 
ſider what are. the Fundamental Points of our 
Government, and the chief Securities that we 
haye for our Liberties. 

The Aur of che Law js. indeed all in 
one Word, . ſo that. if the King pretends to a 
Power to Diſpenſe with Laws, there is nothi 
left, upon which the Sabje# can depend 3 
yet -as1f Diſpenſing Power were not enough, if 
Laws are wholly ſuſpended for all eimecoming, 
this is plainly a Repealing of them, when like- 
wiſe the. men, in whoſe hands the Adminiſtra- 
tion of-Juſtice is put by Law, ſuch as Fudges and 
Sheriffs, are allowed to tread all Laws under 
foor, even, thoſe thar Infer av-Incapacity on, 
themſclyeF they violate ther 3 this is. ſuch 
a breaking of.che whole Conſtirucion, thar we . 
can no. more. have the Adminzſtration of Ju- 
ſtice, ſo that it is really a Diſſolution of the 
Government , fince all Tryals, Sentences, and; 
the Execarions of chem, are become (q many 
unlawful, As, that. are null and- void: of 
remſelyes. 

The next thing in our- Conflitution, which , 
ſecures to us'our. Laws and. Liberties, 1s a free 
and Lawyjul,, Parkament. Now nor to men- 
tion the; breach. of the Law of-, Triennial. Par- 
liaments, it. being above three years ſince we 
had a Seflion-thart- enatted any Law ; Methods 


. have been taken, andare daily a;raking;. that 


render: this Impoſiible,, Parliaments ought 
ro be choſen. with/an-entire Liberty, and with- 
out either. Force or. Prej efts: whereas 
if all men. are required nd - ro encer 
into Engagements how they will Vote if- they 
are choſen themſeives, or they will give 
their. Voices in the EleCting of others ? Thus 1s 
plainly ſuch a preparation: ro a; P arliament, 
as would, indeed make it- no; Parkament, 
but a Cabal, if one - were - chofen; . afrer-all 
thar Corruption of Perſons, who had pre- 
in 


4. 


we 


ingaged | theniſelves ; 
ning and Turning our. of all perſons ouc- of 
ny is ge who had refuſed to':do it; 
and of there are ſuch daily | Regulacions 
made in -the Towns, thatir is plain thoſe 
who manage them, | i neend ar laſt ro (put ſuch 
a number.of men in the. Corporatins as will 
ccrrainly- chaſe che! perſons who. are. recom- 
mended torhem. - Bur above all, if: there 2re 
fach a'number of Sheriff; / and Mayors L 
over-England, 'by: whomiche 'Ele&ions maſt - 
be.” condufled and ' returned, who are now 
under an Incapacity by Law, and ſo are no Le- 
- gal Officers, and by conſequence: thoſe EleFi. 
ons 'thar paſs under their (Authority are nall 
and. yoid : If, 1 ay, iriscleat char chings are 

:to- this, i then the - Government is dil- 
folved, - betayſe/ itis impoſſible to have a Free 
and Legal 'Ptrlizment if [this ſtate of things. 
If then borh che Authoriry. of the. Law, and the 


- Conſticurion of the Parliament are ſtruck at 


and diflalved, here 1s a plain Subverſion of the 


-whole Governmeur.. Butif.we' enternext into 


the parcicular branches: of. rhe-Governinent, we 
will find the like. Diſorder among:themall.. 
The Proxeſtane Religion, 'the 'Chutrch - 


_ of England, make a great Arrcicle of our Go- 


,vernmenr, - the later wa mat. 
of old by Magna Charts, by -many ſpe- 


. cial: Laws made of lare ;, ' and here: are'parti- 
. cular Laws made in King Charles the Firſt, and 


-the late King's time, fecuring them from all 


Commiſſims that the-- King-+ can-raiſe: for Judg- ' 


"3ng or Cenſuring them : if: rhen in oppoſition ' 
to this, a Court ſo condemned is erected, 
which proceeds to Judge-and: Cenſure the Cler- 
&, and even to difleiſerhem of their Free- 


balds, withour fo' much as the form of a Try- «- 


. al, though thisis the moſt indiſpenſable Law of 
all choſe that ſecures the Property of England; 
and if the King pretends that he can require 
the Clergy to publiſh all his Arbitrary Decla- 
rations, and in parcticalar one thar ſtrikes at 
their whole ſerrlemeat, and has ordered-P ro- 
ceſs to be begun againſt all that diſobey'd this 
11egal warrant, and has treated fo greata num- 
ber of the Biſhops as Criminals, only for re- 
preſenting to him the reaſons of their nor 
obeying him 3 if likewiſe the King is not (a- 


' Jaſtice, ir is v1 


So 
and- after che Threar- - 


risfied toiprofeſs his own Religion openly, tho 
eventhat 15 contrary 0 Law, but has ſent Am- 
bafſadors to Rome, and- received Nuntis's from 
thence, 'which'4s plainly Treafor by-Law3 if 
likewiſe many Popiſh Churches and C1apj ets have 
been publickly opened 3 if ſeveral Colledges of 
Feſuits have been fer- up in divers parts of the 
Nation, 'and one of che Order has been made a 
Privy Counſellour, and a principal Miniſter of 
State ;'-and if Fapitts, and eventhoſe who rurn 
ro that Religion, tho declared Trayrors by Law, 
are 'broughr inco- all the chief Imployments, 
borch Military and Civil; then it is plain, Thar 
all the Righrs of the Church of England, and the 
whole eſtabliſhmenr of the 'Proteftans Religh 


.are ftruck ar, and deſigned to be overrarned 3 


fince all theſe things, as are. nororioaſly 
lilegal, fo they evidently «xe, ' Thar 
the'greardeſign of them all, is the rooring our 
of rhts peſfilent H-reſie, in their ſtile 3 I - mean 
the Proteſtant Religion. 


In the next place, If in the-whole courſe of 
e, char there'is a conſtant pra- 
ifing upon the'Fudges, that rhey are rurned 
out upon cheir varying from the-Inrentions of 
the Court, -and if - men of no Reputation nor 
Abilities are pur in their places ;- if an Army 
is -kept up in time of -peace, and men who 
withdraw-from- that Illegal Service are hang- 
<d up as Criminals, without any cotour of Law, 
which- by: conſequence 'are fo many Murders 3 
and if the Soldiery are connived ar arid encou- 
raged in - the moſt- enormous Crimes, that 
ſo they may be thereby prepared to commir 
greater ones, and from ſingle Rapes and Mur- 
dersproceed to a 'Rape upon all our Liberrics 
and a-Deſtrution of the Nation : 'if, I fay,'all 
theſe rhings are rracin'Faft, then ir is plain, 
thar -rhere is ſnch/a-Difſolurlon- of rhe Govern-= 
ment made, that there 1s not any one = 
of ir left ſound and: entire: and if all 
things are done nows- it is cafe to imagine 
whac may be ex when Arbitrary He 
that ſpares- no man, fand Popery thar ſpares 
no Hererick, are finally eſtabliſhed ; Then we 
may look for — bur Gaballes, T 
Impoſitions, Benevolences, and all forts 
Illegal Taxes, as from the other we may hn 


. = — " 
——— 


' Þ+—X.c what'is doing in. Scotlend we may —_ 
Eif 


"4 


8) 


\,-#t -Burnings, Mafſacres and Inquiſitions. 


1nv2what is to be expetted in England ; w 


2, 
_— 


the King has over and over again declared, 


++;:thar he 15 veſted with an Abſolute Power, to 
+ Which all are bound to Obey withous Referve, 
= and has upon that angulled-almoſt all che A#s 


"*W 


- of Parliament that paſſed in K. Fames the Firſts 


-- -minority; theugh they were ratihed by himſelf 


_ 


.,when he came to. be of Age, and were con- 


.- fxmedby all the fubſequent, Kings,nor except. 


-- ing the preſent. We muſt 


n conclude 
from thence, what is reſolved on here in 


- England, and what will be put in execution 


Ls 


as ſoon as it is thought that the Times can  - 
- » bear ic. When likewiſe the whole Settlement - ni 


-_ of trelax4is ſhaken, + and che: Army that was 


were  given- for an Army of Engliſh Prote- 
- ſtants, to ſecure them froni-a new Maſſacre 
by the Triſh Papiſts, is now all filled wich 
Triſh Papiſts, as well as almoſt all the other 


© » Imploymens ; ' it is plain, ' That notonly all . 
', the Britiſh Proteſtants inhabiting that Iſlahd, - 


are; in. daily danger of being burchered a. ſe- 


cond time, bue that the Crown of England :' 
- 45 indanger of loſing that; Iſland, - ic being now . 


_pue wholly into'the hands and pawer of the 


\. themſelves 'up ſometimes 'to - the ,Crown of. 


> ſometimes to-.t 


-- Sale and 


ative' Iriſh, who'as they formerly offered 


he Pope, and. once to 
Duke of Lorain, 1o- they 
ſenc treating with another Gogr: for the 


-; Mallacre of the Engliſp in'1t. 
E 


veral Branchesof our Con- . 


_. »-If chusallthe 
2 Baller | are _diflolyed, it might be at leaſt 


|; : gates, that one part ſhould be left entire, 


;and that is the Regal Dignity; and yer even 


©. that is profticuted, 'when-we fee a young Child 
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-por to. any. other P 


are perhapsat : 
Surrender of the I/land, and for the | 


. moſt ſacred parts 


"> x 


tin the reverſfiow of it, and 'prerended*to 
the Prince of Wer; concerning; whoſe 
being born of. the Lueen, there appear 'to be - 
not'only no certain proofs, bur there are all 
the preſumptions that can polſlibly be 'imagi 

ned to the contrary. | No 
given either to the "Pri | 
to any other Proteſtant Ladies, it! whom we 
ought - to repoſe any ice that” the 


a 


Saeen was ever with Child ; that whole mat- 
£ 


ing managed with ſo much myReriouſ- 
neſs, that there were yiolent and publick Suſ- 
pitions of ir before the Birth. | But the whole 
Coarrivance of the Birth, the fendiag away 


is. - ſudden 
going to-fS. Famer's, het no. -Jels fudden pre- 
delivery ; the hurrying the Child 18to 
another Room, without ſhewing it td thoſe 
preſent, and wichout their heating ic cry;/ aad 
the Cw ron conduct of all _ thar =; 
no ſatisfattion being given to Prince(s 
Denmark _ upon her | ym from the er 
pos been cently hrnghs 29BeL 
.taving, . really to Bad, 
TEE as al {uch evident Indications of a 
baſe Impoſture,' in this matter; that as the Nu- 
tion has the. juſteſt reaſob 1n the- World'to 
doubt of it, ſothey have all poſſible” reaſon 


to beat no quiet. till they ſce a .Leget and Free 


Parliament bled ; which-may 1mpartially 
and without eicher Fear, or Corruption, exa- 
mine that whole, matter. -. AT 
Tf all cheſe matters are- true in fa, chen 
I ſuppoſe no man will doubt, that the whale 
Foundations of chis- Government, and all the 
it,, are overturned, And 
as to the truth of all 'cheſe '$ tions, that 


is left tro every Engliſhnian's Judgment and 
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